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TRI-STATE AFL IIZET TO

LVISW "WETBACKM IWVASION

(CFLUL) SAN I'RANCISCOe=~ AFL officials from California,
Arizona, and Texas will meet in Phoenix, January 12 and 13, to
plan action against liexican "wetback" invasions which now peril
organized labor standards in the three border states,

Ce Je Haggerty, secretary=treasurer, and President Thomas
L, Pitts will represent the California State Federation of Labor
at the two-day conference called by the AFL Joint Committee on
lligratory Labor Standards,

The Ilexican "wetback", or 1llegal entrant, has been the
cause of increasing concern during the past two years along the
llexican border territory,

Termed "wetbacks" because of their practice of crossing
the Rio Grande under cover of darlmess, the llexican entrants
represent ripe material for unscrupulous employers interested
in a cheap labor market in California farm lands,

The United States Immigrantion Service officially deported
565,000 wetbacks in 1950,

In a study made in ilarch, 1951, the New York Times de=-
clared that more than a million wetbacks a year enter the United
States from llexicoe

President Truman's Cormission on illgratory Labor charged
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last year that the wetback menace is actually an "invasion" and
has moved inland from the border states and now threatens alll
industries, rather than merely asriculture,

The Truman Commission report also revealed that many
corporation farms were furnishing wetbacks with narcotics,
liquor, and rrostitutes,

AFL leaders have constantly warned that both narcotic
rings and Cormmunist agents have found wetbaclis willing tools
because of their sense of desperation and dependence,

During the first session of the 82nd Congress the Call-
fornia State Federation of Labor urged Congress to strengthen
the immigration border patrol, which now employs less than 900
officers to cuard the 1,600 miles of boundary between the United
States and llexico,

The state APL has also recormended that it be made a

felony for employers to hire and harbor wetbacks,

PUBLIC LOBBY CONTROL PITITION O STREETS

(CFLNL) SAl FRAI'CISCO.-- Recognizing a principle long ad-
vocated by organized labor in California, petitioners last week
hit the streets of all major cities seeking necessary signatures
to qualify an initiative measure barring public support of pri-
vate organizations engaged in lobbying activities,

The proposed initiative would amend the state constitution
"to prohibit appropriation or expenditure of public money to
the California State Chamber of Cormerce, any local chamber of
conmerce, County Supervisors Association, or any other private
organization wihlch attempts to influence legislation,"

The campaign 1s being conducted by the California Insti-
tute of Social l/elfare, headed by George licLain,

Literature released this week by advocates of the amendment
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claims that 32,000,000 of public money is given away annually
by county boards of supervisors, and another ;1,000,000 by
California city councils, to chambers of comnerce and other

privately controlled organizations engaged in lobbying activities,

»

dEALTH-UZLIARE COITRACTS VIN
APPROVAL Iil IIE. "JSB RULING

(CFLIIL) S#l7 FRAIICISCO,.-= Unions may nov nesotiate health
and welfare clauses in collective bargalning contracts without
having the cost charged up as a wage increase,

Zeononlc Stabilization Director Putnam last week approved
a new ruling by the Wage Stabilization Board permitting many
typves of health and welfare benefits,

Industry members of the 'iSB sharply dissented from the
declision, Labor members protested the limitations but went
alonz with the public members because the new policy is "pre=-
ferable to the existing complete freeze,"

The ruling provides that any health and welfare benefit,
regardless of its e:itent, is automatically aprprovable if the
erployes contribute at least L0 percent of the sross cost,

Non-contributery plans are also automatically aprroved
within set standards, If they exceed the WSB standards, they
must be submitted to a special health-welfare panel of the
board for an official olkay, |

The permissible standards for non-contributory health and
welfare.agreements include:

l, Free life insurance up to {1,500 or 85 percent of the
employer's average annual payroll, whichever is more,

2e Disability payments for time lost due to sliclmess or
accldent, limited to 26 weeks! wazes when payrients average more
than 60_percent of an employefs average weekly payroll,

5¢ Hospltalization expenses, short of a private room;
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special nursing care, up to 30 days; medical care in hosrital;
surgical exrenses, except for "unusual types,'" such as dental
or plastic sur_ery; maternlty care,

' The forezoing benefits would cover only euployes. They
cannot be extended to cover fanilies of emrloyes under permissible
non-contributory standaprds, but such coverage is apyroved in plans
where enjloyes contribute at least L0 percent of the total cost,

The Wage Stabilization Board still has under consideration
prorosed :lans dealins with collectivé barga-ning for pensions
and retirenent systems¢ It is also considering AFL proposals
for pernitting wage intreasas, beyond tiie limitati-ns of the
present formwula, which are ecrned by increased productivity,.

SULTLE GRANGE SPANKS BLREFOOT
BOYE OF CALIFORNIA STREZET

(CFLNL) SAN FRAICiSCOe=-~The Californiz Grange News, official
voice of the noted state farmer orgenization, has issued a public
spanking to tlhe Acsociated Farmers, the labor-hating farm organi-
zation headcuartered at 25 California Street, San Francisco, just
a stone's throw from the city!s financial center,

In off'icial editorial language, the Grange lHews repudiated
the California Street "farmers" and defended its right to agree
with the California State Federation of Labor on matters of good
government and public interest,

The blistering editorial follows in full:

CONSIDER TiE SOURCE

"Remewber--all dues and contributions (to the Associated
Farmers of California,Inc,) are deductible frois federal income
tax,"

So reads a persuasive little appeal in the October=
November issue of The Associated Farmer, And on the same

page, this "farmer" publication prints material of dubious
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orizin questioning the patriotism and integrity of the Grange.

The California Grangze News declines to stoop to the
low level of rmud=-slinging which has been adonted by the
Associated Farimer,

The general public-~and particularly farming veorle--
know very well that the Grange in California and throughout
the nation stands- -for the higheéf princirles of Americen
democracy and squarely against violent revolution in any form,

Any insinuations of sinister links between the Coimunist
Party and the Graonge are ridiculous and reflect back unfavor-
ably on any group which would hint at such conteumptibly false
charges.,

The suggestion of an "alliance'" between the California
State Grange and the American Federation of Labor is ecually
ridiculous., As a farmers! fraternal organization, the Grange
does not enter into alliances of any nature.

When the State Grange and the California TFederation of
Labor agree on matters of good government and public policy,
both organizations are proud to stand together and present

heir views publicly. But all State Grange policies are
developed by Grange members independently of any other organi-
zation,

For more than 80 years, the Grange has stood for the best
in American government, The Grange will continue its support
of the democratic way of life in the same manner and based on
the same unshakable ideals,

The California Grange News suggests to The Associated
Farmer that it devote riore space to advising members as to
how they may escape their high income taxes and less space

to defaming organizations interested in unselfish cavses,

OEIU-3-AFL(31)



