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FEDERATION FIGHTS CONSUMER TAX-~
ASKS RICH TO CARRY LOAD

(CFLNL )SAN FRANCISCO.--The 1950 special session of the state
legislature moved to a controversial close thls week in Sacramento as
the California State Federation of Labor continued its all-out re-
sistance to the Dunn tobacco tax bill which would impose another con-
sumer tax burden on the working people of California.

The Dunn measure would place a three-cent tax on every package
of clgarettes and a 15 percent tax on all other tobacco products in
order to finance public school expansion in California.

While the State Fedsration championed the proposed expansion
program of the schools, it iInsisted that the main financlal obliga-
tion of such a plan must be carried by those best able to pay.

From the very days of 1ts inception the American Federation of
Labor has fought the Imposition of consumer taxes as the rich man's
technlique of evading higs fiscal responsibillities.

Chief public advocates of the Dunn tax are the Congress of
Parents and Teachers Associations, the California Teachers' Associa-
tion, and the County Supervisors Assoclation.

The measure was introduced by Assemblyman Francis Dunn, Jr.,
of Oakland and was this week before the State Senate for final action.

Despite the militant opposition of organlzed labor to the con-
sumer tax device, the California tax structure has been so padded by
the financial powers of the stete that during the 1949 fiscal year
the sales tax accounted for 37 percent of all revenues of state gov-

ernment, while the income tax accounted for only 6.6 percent.
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The tobacco tax amendment to the education blll passed the

Assembly last Wednesday by a 42-3l margin.

Those voting IN FAVOR of the consumer tax imposition were:

Porter

Babbage Collier Geddes Kirkwood
Brown Conrad Grant Levering Reagan
Burke Cooke Grunsky Lindsay Sherwin
Burkhalter Crichton Hagen Lipscomb Stanley
Butters Dickey Hansen McCollister Stewart
Caldecott Dolwig Hinckley McMillan Thompson
Clarke Dunn Hoffman Moss Tomlinson
Cloyed Erwin Huyek Niehouse Waters
Fleury Kilpatrick

Those voting AGAINST the consumer tax were:
Anderson Connolly Fletcher Luckel Silliman
Beck Crowley Gaffney Maloney Smith
Berry Davis Hahn McCarthy Thomas
Brady Dills Hawkins Meyers Weber
Coats Doyle Hollibaugh Morris Yorty
G.D.Collins Elliott Lewls Rosenthal S.L.Collins
Condon Evans Lowrey Rumford

County support for the Dunn measure was obtained by ringing in
a proviso that one-third of the monies so ralsed will go to the coun-
ties for welfare costs, including pensions and relief. Thus, the
wealthy propertied interests of rural California would escape homse
town welfare costs through the consumer tax dodge.

Backing of the Californla Teachers Assoclatlion was apparently
secured through a partial fund allotment for teacher salary ilncreases.

Federation representatives polnted out that such pay recogni-
tion should be effected by taxing the wealthy, and not the workers,
the poor and the unemployed of California.

Federation spokesmen also noted that the California State Fed-
eration of Labor has espoused the cause of a greater public school
gystem In the face of bltter oppositlon in past years and such devo-
tion would be continued in the future but in a manner that will allow

no place for expedient and unfair methods of raising public funds.

EEREEENN
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SPECIAL SESSION HEADS FCR
LAST ROLL CALL

(CFLNL)SAN FRANCISCO.-~As organized labor fought to save the
workers ol California from enother savage consumer tax, fhe spacial
sesslion of the California leglslature drew to a close this week w ith
at least one major ltem of unfinished businsss.

Lator attempts to liberallze unemployment insurance, disabil-
1ty insurance and workmen's compensation were sidetracked when the
Assembly Committee on Finance and Insurance voted to refer all such
maasures to an Interim commlittee which will undertake a study of the
Unenployment Insurance Act and the Workmen's Compensation Act rela=-
tive to present needs and demands.

Child cere centers were surviving in reduced fashion as of
this Tussday. The normal six million dollar appropriation had been
reduced to three millilon, allowing the centers a stop-gap sxistence
untll the next sesslon of the legislature. Final Senate action was
awalted late this wesk.

A tlll providing for a survey of the cost of proper living
for women and minors in Callfornia passed the Assembly thls Tuesday
and now faces Senate review. The measure would appropriste $9,725
for survey expendlture by the Department of Industrial Relations.

Meanwhile, endeavors to eliminate the relative's responsibil-
1ty clause from present pension laws was caught in the leglslative
mill, its immedlate fate indefinite as of the early week.

A temporary race track bill was rushed through both houses to
permit continued operation of California race tracks until the courts
had declided the constitutlionality of the California Horse Raeing Act.
The bill guaranteed continued track work for thousands of AFL mem-
bers.

R S
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CONGRESS SAVES FARM LABOR CANMPS
FOR WORKERS

(CFLNL )SAN FRANCISCO.--The long, determined campaign of the
gelifornis State Federation of Labor and other liberal forces to res-
cue federal farm labor camps from the ultimate ownership of private
farm powers was apparently won thls week when Congress passed S.2246,
a till to amend the Natlional Housing Act.

Section 205 of the measure provides for the tranafer to the
Public Housing Administration, effective not later than 60 days after
adoption of the amendment, of the farm labor camps bullt during the
late 193C's and now adminlstered by the Secretary of Agriculture.

Vihen so transferred these camps willl be used as low-rent hous~
Ing under the terms of the Unlted States Housing Act, except that they
shall be operated for the principal purpose of housing farm workers
and thelr famllies.

The Federation has consistently urged that private farm owners
be prevented from clalming the camps for company housing use.

Twenty such camps are now belng operated in California. They

offer 5,000 famlly units with facilitles for some 20,000 people.

1Y 1 hgat 1t

CALIFORNIA AFL UNIONS WIN TEN CENTS AN HOUR BOOSTS
IN MARCH NEGOT IATIONS

(CFLNL)SAN FRANCISCO.--AFL unions throughout Californié gainsed
an average increage of 10 cents an hour for some 19,000 trade union-
ists durlng iarch. The negotiations covering the largest number of
workers resulted 1n an increase of 124 cents an hour.

Detalls of negotlatlons concluded are as follows, based on re-
ports In lceal unlon newspapers:

Building Trades

Lumbsr and Sawmill Workers No. 2868, Eureka, AND Arrow Mill:
1C to 20 cents for drivers and loaders; 3/50; about 50 members,

Bey Ares Painters Joint Commlittee, San Francisco (1l locals),
AND Painting and Decorating Contractors Assn. (6 chapters): 12% cents;
aprrenticeship period reduced from L to 3% years; eff. 6/1/50; 12,000
workers.
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Clerks

Retail Clerks No. 428, San Jose, AND food stores (excluding
Safewsy): employer contribution to welfare plan of $2.00 per week;
3,50; abtout 730 workers.

Resall Clerks No. 1288, Fresno, AND food store employers (ex-
cept Safeway): continuation of present contract; eff. l/1/5C; about
700 workers.

| Retall Clerks No. 1288, Fresnc, AND drug employers: 5-day,
i0~nour week (previously ll-hour week); eff. 2/1/50 and 3/1/50; about
~00 workers.

Retail Clerks No. 1288, Fresno, AND liquor store employers;
contract continued; 2/50; about 75 workers.

Culinary
Culinary Joint Board, San Francisco, AND Tanforan and Ray
Meadows race tracks; 50 cents a day; 3/50; about 200 workers.

Teamaters

Teamsters No. 186, Santa Barbara, AND automobile dealers: §
cents for lower classiflcatlons, car lot men, washers end pollshers;
eff. l;,/1/50; about 35 workers.

Commlission Market Drivers No. 280, San Francisco, AND Whole-
sals Frult and Produce Dealers! Assn.: welfare plan; 3/50; about
200 workers.

Teamsters/No. L4321, Fresno, AND transport and bekery employers:
$10.0C a week; 3/50; about 200 employees.

Miscellansous
Bakers No. 315, San Dlego, AND macaronl employers: 7 cents
and an additional holiday; eff. 2/21/50; L5 workers.

Cracker Bekers No. 418, Los Angeles, AND macaroni employers:
7 cents and an additional holidey; eff. 2/21/50; about 150 workers.

National Farm Labor Union, Kern County, AND philip Hanson
ranch for sugar beet thinning: 33 percent increase over prevailing
rates; 3%/50; 1200 workers.

Bookbinders No. 31~125, Bay Area, AND employers: 5 cents for
Journeymen; 2 and 2/3 cents for women; 5-1/3 cents for miscellansous
men; 94 cents for speclalty women; 3%/50; 1200 workers.

Cleaners-Dyers No., 25, Alameda and Contra Costa Countles, AND
three employer associatlons: & cents for second shift work and im-
proved vacation clause; other gains; eff. 2/L/50; 1200 workers.

Butchers Ne. 506, San Jose, AND poultry employers: L days'
vacatlon after 1000 hours work; one full week after 1300 hours'! work;
3/50; about 100 workers,

Office Employees No. 69, Fresno, AND McKesson-Robbins; $10 to
$25 a month; %/50; 2% employees.

ilotor Coach Employees, Long Beach, AND Pacific City Lines:
pension plan and 1 cent, retro. to 1/1/50; 250 emplovees.
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