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March 1, 1950
EXECUTIVE COUNCIL CALLS FOR SPECIAL SESSION
OF STATE LEGISLATURE

(CFLNL)SAN FRANCISCO.--An urgent appeal that Governor Warren
call a speclal session of the state legislature to consider growing
unemployment, rlsing rents, and pension problems featured the quarter-
ly meeting of the Executive Council of the California State Federation
of Labor, held February 25 and 26 in San Diego.

The council also announced that the pre~primary convention of
the California Labor League for Political Education would be held in
San Francisco, April 17, 18 and 19.

In other important Actions the Council voted:

(1) Full moral and financial support to the present
organizing campaign of the AFL Warehousemen in the San Francisco Bay
area.

(2) Intense opposition to the Importing of Mexican farm
labor at a time when there are 65,000 unemployed agricultural workers
in California and more than h?0,000 unemployed throughout the state.

(3) Full support to the Screen Actors Guild, AFL, in its
drive agalnst talent racketeers in the motion picture industry.

(L4) Condemnation of the motion picture industry practice
of re-releasing old films without stipulating date of orlginal release
and original tltle when there has been a change in billing.

In 1ts petition for a specilal session of the legislature to run
concurrently with the March budget meeting, the Executive Council
asked that the Governor consider the following issues in the session

agenda:
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(1) Measures for the rellef of the unemployed, including
particularly expansion of unemployment insurance covsrage, increasing
1ts benefits and eliminating the walting period.

(2) Enactment of an effective rent control act to pro-
tect lower income tenants.

(3) Revision of the state Welfare Code to liberalize
pension ellglbility standards, with particular emphasls on the removal
of the relative responsibility clause.

(L) Continuation of child care centers until at least
June 30, 1951.

Adoption of support for the AFL warehouse campalign followed a
movement of officers and rank and file members of the CIO union to re-
join the AFL, which first organized the San Francisco warshocuses in
the early 1930's. Seceding CIO'ers objected to what they termed the
"communist domination" of their organization. The national CIO is cur-
rently consldering the expulsion of the CIO longshore and warehouse
unlon involved in the present controversy.

Actlon against the Hollywood talent racketeers was 1in response
to protests of the Screen Actors Guild, which charged that racketeers
are now defrauding thousands of citlzens of modest means by pretending
to be legitimate film prcducers and promising to employ their victims
as actors in television fllms, on condition that they pay sums ranging
from 100 to #200 which the promoters allege 1ls for the initiation fee
to a labor union. The AFL &sreen organization has appealed to local
and state law enforcement agencies for full prosecution.
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CALIFORNIA LLPE TO CONVENE IN APRIL
(CFLNL)SAN FRANCISCO.-~C. J. Haggerty, Secretary, this Tuesday
announced that the pre-primary convention of the California ILabor
League for political Education will be held in San Francisco, April 17,

18, and 19.
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The convention will meet in California Hall, Polk and Turk
Streets, with some 1,000 delegates planning to attend from all parts
of California.

Purpose of the session will be the endorsement of candidates

for the 1950 primary election to be held June 6.
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NATIONAL LLPE HITS EXCISE TAXLS

(CFLNL )SAN FRANCISCO.--Backing up the demand of the Executive
Councill of the American Federation of Labor for repeal of the federal
exclse taxes, Labor's League for Political Educatlion thls week re-
leased a radio review of the problem by Representative Stephen M.
Young of Ohio and Representative Walter A. Lynch of New York.

In thelr broadcast, the two members of the House Ways and Means
Commlttee called the wartime exclse taxes an "obnoxious tax imposed
upon the American people." They urged its swift repeal. Pointing to
the tax on transportation, baby preparations, theatre tickets and other
products, Representative Young called 1t unnecessary and oppressively
restrictive to the American peopls.

Representative Lynch outlined the following reasons for object-
Ing to the sexclse: "The Independent businessman will be bettered by
reason of the fact that his sales will increase with the removal of
the excise taxes. The employee will be benefited by the fact that
wlth increased business he will be more certain of his job. And the
consumer will be benefited by the very fact that the consumer gains
the actual eamount of the tax."
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AFFILIATE NOW:!
GET IN THE LLPE PARADE -~ ATTEND THE PRE-PRIMARY CONVENTION

CALTFORNIA HALL, SAN FRANCISCO
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April 17, 18, and 19
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PASADENA RENTS SOAR
(CFLNL)SAN FRANCISCO.--Dr. Robert B. Pettengill, economist at
the Universlty of Southern California, yesterday saild a survey in Pas-
adena showed that 63 percent of the tenants checked reported they are
paying rents 58 percent higher than the rent cellings last Ncvembsr.
His report brought an immediate comment from Ben C. Koepke,
area rent director, that Pasadena led the nation in the speed with
which it hiked rents lmmedlately before and since decontrol.
" "The reaction looks more vigorous in Pasadena than in other
U. S. cities recently surveyed by the Bureau of Labor Statilstics,"
gsaid Koepke. "In Pasadena, the community-wide rent level jumped as
much iIn six weeks as 1t dld in three months at Houston, or five months
at Jacksonville."
Koepke said the Pettengill report 1s the first across-the-board
rent survey in thils area since decontrol.
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UNEMPLOYMENT UP IN LOS ANGELES

(CFLNL)SAN FRANCISCO.--Unemployment in Los Angeles County rose
to 180,500 during the month of January, the California Department of
Employment announced this week.

The January figure represents an increase of 7.l percent over
December. The state office .claimed this was malnly caused by the
year-end leyoffs in wholesale and retall trades, transportation and
delivery services, end the post offices.
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RED CROSS WORK IS RRESPONSIBILITY OF ALL,
SAYS GREEN

(CFLNL )SAN FRANCISCO.--Americans should consider the future of
the American Red Cross as thelr individual duty and responsivility,
Willlam Green, President of the American Federation of Labor stated

this week.
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In urging support of the 1950 Red Cross Fund Campaign, Green
sald, "The ever-widening sphere of activity of the American Red Cross
calls to mind the fact that these activities are inaugurated to meet
definite needs of our people and that the need comes first. We should
remember always that need on the part of any of our people 1s our

joint responsibility and we cannot envision what the future may bring
in further unexpected but nonetheless vital calls for assistance. The
accepted agency of the American people to meet these needs is the
American National Red Cross.

"It hardly seems necessary, therefore, for me to remind each
and all of thelr responsibility to assist this fine American organiza-
tion through voluntary contributions which make thelr work possible,"

Green declared.
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PRIMARIES ALMOST HERE

(CFLNL )SAN FRANCISCO.--The first day for California state and
congressional candldates to file for office will come up next week =--
March 8. The closing deadline is noon, April 1.

Nominating papers are filed with county clerks who examine them
before they are forwarded to the Secretary of State in Sacramento
where they are legally filed.

BUDGET SUMMARY AVAILABLE

(CFLNL )SAN FRANCISCO.-~Wiant to know the truth about the federal
budget? If you do, send 20 cents to the Superintendent of Documents,
Government Printing Office, Washington, D. C., and ask for a copy of
the publicatlon, "The Federal Budget in Brief." 1It's a simply written,
easlly understood, hhfpage pocket size summary of the budget.
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