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AFL RADIO CNAMMENTATOR RATES TOP REVIEW;
NEW OUTLETS OPENED

(CFLNL)SAN FRANCISCO.--Frank Edwards, crack liberal newscaster
sponsored by the American Federation of Labor, is winning national
acclaim among radlo listeners.

Top tribute last week came from Variety, the famed show busi-
ness paper, which prailsed the selection of Edwards by the AFL, and
lauded his nightly analysis as "refreshing" in an era of "right-to=-
center" slanting by virtually all commentators.

The hard-bitten show journal is noted for 1ts caustic reviews
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stage, screen, and radie. Thus, the Edwards tribute was comparable
to rave notices in commercial dailies.

Meanwhile two new radlo outlets appeared for California fans
of the Edwards program.

Station KFMV-FM, Hollywood, and Station KWIK, Burbank, now
carry the 15-minute review of daily events at 7:00 p.m., Monday
through Friday. Both statlions are owned and operated by the Inter-
national Ladles! Garment Workers' Union, AFL.

The complete Callfornia outlet schedule follows:

gan Franclsco Station KFRC 10:15 p.m. Monday through Friday
Los Angseles Station KHJ 10:15 p.m, Monday through Friday
Hollywood Station KFMV-FM 7:00 p.ms, Monday through Frlday
Burbank Station KWIK 7:00 p.me Monday through Fridsy
Sacramento Statlon KXOA 10:15 p.ms Monday-Wednesday-Friday
San Dlego Statlion KGB 10:15 pems Monday-Wednesday-Friday
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TOBIN CALLZ FOR REVISICN OF MINIMUM
UNEMPLOYMENT BENEFITS

{CFLVL)SAN FRANCISCO.-~Secretary of Labor Mauriee J. Totin
recommonded last week that the federal government set minimum ctan-
cdards of unamployment lasurance throughout the Unltsd States.

Speaklng on a televlised American Forum of the Alr program,
Tobln called Tor a natlonwide revislon of minimum benefits thet would

talte Into account the 1 zd
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t of 1iving since the unemployment
ineurance iaw was originally written in 1935.
"Thie objeotive that was sst in 1935 was to give an unemployed

worker epproximately 50 percent of his earning wege,” Tobin said.
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"There 1s one state which st1ll has the %15 a week maximum pay-
ment anthorlsed in 1926 when the state passed 1tas first unsmployment
caw.  That meximam hag remained unchanged for 1L years. That gives
thhe averegs worker in that state a maxinmum which 1s equal to only

.22 a wsell In purchasing powsr based on 1939 costs."

Torin cited recent statements Dy the Natlonal Clty Bank of lew
and she magazine "Business Weelt" approving unemployment insur-
ence as a useful measurs ageinst recession.

"After 1l yesrs of experience and 1l years of cpoortunity for
tne states %o eoprcach good stendards, it 13 sound'for thie Tederal
geverrrent to sstablish minimum standards for the protection of the

econony and for the protection of individual workers,™ he selq.
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FEDEFATION HCLDS DISARBILITY RATING CONFERENCE
(CPIMLYSAN FRANCISCO.-~-The second state conference for discus-~
glon of the provosed roevision cof the Permanent Disabllity Rating

Scnacule was held l1last ¥Frilday in the San Francisco Labor Temple under

N

ths avsplnases of the Callfornla State Federatlon of Lavor.
Approximately 100 delegates attended from all parts of the
state. A simllar Federation conference had previously bteen held in

e o

San PFranczlsco in December.
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Conference recommendations were made following discussions led
by Charles P. Scully, FFederation attorney.

The session was attended by officials of the state Industrial
Azcident Commission, who assured the audience that full consideration
would be given the labor proposals.

The present Permenent Disabllity Rating Schedule was adopted

in 191, ,

READER'S DIGEST ECHOES BIG BUSINESS LIES

(CFLNL )SAN PRANCISCO.--Recent labor charges that Resder's Di-
gest magazine was gullty of bellicose anti-labor prejudices were con-
firmed thls week with publishing of the February monthly issue.

The Digest devotes its first 19 pages tc a condensation of
"The Road Ahead," newly written work of John T. Flynn, notorious
labor-baiter and violent domestic foe of Franklin D. Roosevelt.

Mir. Flynn is a fading apologist for 19th century, laissez-
faire capitalism, but the Digest palints him as a new, virile crusader
against the terrors of the "welfare state."

The barrage on the interests of ordinary Americsns continues
on page 443 with the introduction of a distorted, juvenile attack on
prepald medical service by Harold E. Stassen, a GOP reject, but still
the hcpe of old-line Republicans for 1952.

" In a concluding blow at the majority mind of the nation, the
Digest presents on page 108 a trite, dull editorial directed against

President Truman and the Fair Deal nrogram.
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45 PERCENT OF COTTON GARMENT i/ORKERS
EZARN UNDER 75 CENTS

(CFLNL )SAN FRANCISCO.,--Nearly h5 percent of workers employed
in cotton garment manufacturing plants earn less than 75 cents an
hour, according to a survey recently made by the U. S. Labor Depart-

ment's Bureau of Labor Statistics.
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The average factory worker in the 5 branchsoss of the industry
studied earned 8% cents an hour at straight-time rates. Workers
malring work pants and werk shirts had the lowest wage levels, with a
ma'ority of the workers sarning less than 75 cents.

In the men's dress shirts and nightwear branch, workers aver-
ageéc 83 centz an hour., Other averages were: overalls and industrial
garments, 8% cents; washable service apparel, 9b cents.

fvout 90 percent of the workers in the industry are women, who
averagel &1 cents, with L7 percent.earning legg than 75 cents. Men
averagel pl.02, with less then one-fourth earning under 75 cents,

Workers in the south averaged 72 cents an hour, nearly two-

thivls earning less than 75 cents. Highest wage levels were found in
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acizlc Coast states, where the average was $1.09, and only 13
percent earned less than 79 cents. In the Mlddle Atlantic states the
average was 95 cents. About ons~fourth of the workers were under 75

cents,
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GOOD RIDDANCE
(CFLNT )SAN FRANCISCC.~~When Arnold Belchman, New York corres-~
pondent for the AFL News Service, recently wrote that the "New York
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Sun, an uvltra-righvist, vitriolically antli-lator journal died after
ilving to an overrire old age of 117 years," he wasn't fooling.

The Sun died as 1t had lived in 1ts late years,'spewing hats
and poilscn at the organized labvor movement of the nation.

Official death occurred on January lp when its journelistic
furctions were assunied by the New York World-Telegram of the Scripps-
Howard chain.

Thomas W, Dewart, president and publisher of the Sun, blamed

LJs

rieging Jebor costs for the demlse of his paper.
I'owever, a3 Beslchman wrote, "The Sun died because it had to

dfle, just like the dinosaur or pterodactyl. The Sun dled because in
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a clty which four times voted for Franklin D. Roosevelt!'s New Deal, a
city militantly pro-labor with several million union-minded wage-
earners and famlly membera, the Sun was an aging mlistress undergoing
unpleasant climacteric agonies." |

Dewart himself 1ssued the best post-mortem when he listed
those things hls sheet had constantly espoused. He incliuded "free
enterprise" and “sound money," but nary a mention of workers' rights
or sociel reiform.

Dewart boasted the Sun had fought many evils, but failed to
clte industriel reaction or child labor exploitatlion. In fact, he
ailed to list a single crime of Big Buslness.

Historians should note the Sun opposed "paternalism”® ané the

Ywelfare state."
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EXPECT CONGRESS TO PASS THREE
MEDICAL BILLS

(CFLNL)SAN FRANCISCC.--Washinghton polltical observers are
agreed that wheatever the fate of national health insurance legisla-
tion, the 8lst Congress will pass medlcal bills providing for:

(1) Expansion of medical education and scholarships for medi-
cal and dental students and public health nurses.

(2) Medical examinations and physicel chneckups for 21l school

e

children, whether in private or public schools,
(%) Fulltime county health units in communities where adequate

medlcal facilitles are lackling.
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