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SAMUEL GOMPERS -- AND 1950

(CFLNL )SAN FRANCISCO.--The President of the United States
addressed the Samuel Gompers Centennial Year dinner last week in
Washington, D. C., while the Vice President of the nation and more
then 1000 men and women jammed the Hotel Statler affair in honor of
the founding genius of the American Federation of Labor.

It wasn't always that way. In the time of his prominence Sam
Gompers was maligned and despised by the insolent leaders of American
capital.

His cause was tolerated, but never accepted by the political
charlatans of his era. Their affection was reserved for others --
for the men who governed party funds in Wall Street and allied finan-
clal centers.

In this hostile environment Gompers established the founda-
tlons of the largest free labor organization the world has ever
known. He built a movement which survived the villainous attacks
of 19th century industrialists and which has become in our time a
mighty instrument for national advance.

The current prototypes of 19th century reactlion acknowledge
the Gompers contribution. They place him with the heroic filgures of
Americaen history.

Labor accepts this belated recognition‘with pride and satis-~
faction. But labor must repudiate the interpretation of Gompers

gilven the nation in this centennial year by the commercial press.
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The controlled press would tell us that Gompers limited the
ambitions of labor to wages, hours and conditions of work.

That press would tell that Gompers avhorred the concept of
rolitlcal action by labor.

The press has tailored the memory of Sam Gompers to suit its
own economic and political tastes.

However, facts defy thils press fictlon. Gompers gave leglti-
mate emphasis to the concentration on wages, hours, and conditions of
work, btecause wlthout these essentlals there couvld be no national
labor movement.

But Sam Gompers never renounced labor's pursult of a better
life for all. Nor did he ever renounce the idea of political action.

It was Sam Gompers who sald: "We must make manifest the fact
that we have political power and that we iIntend to use it; otherwise
the ballot will become an Impotent weapon." (Report to AFL Conven-
tion, Toronto, Ont., Ceanada, Nov., 1909.)

It was Sam Gompers who said: '"The vital legislation now re-
quired can be more readily secured through education of the public

mind and the appeal to its conscience, supplemented by energetic poll-

tical activity on the part of trade unionists than by any other

method." (From Annual Report to AFL Conventilon, Atlantic City, N.J.,
JdJune, 1919.)

The centennlsl year of Sam Gompers' birth will be one of test
and trial for the mcvement he founded.

It 1s therefore imperative that we find insplration and cour-
ege In his warning that political virility 1s necessary 1if labor would
seek a finer world for all who work.

Iavor will honor Sam CGompers best in 1950 by organizing ths
unorganized and by driving from public 1life all who would strangle

the cauge to which he gave his days and years.

i
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AFL UNION FACES UTILITY SHOWDOWN
WITH CIO

(CFINL )SAN FRANCISCO.--In what promises to be a signal AFL vic-
ﬁory for 1950, the International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers
will seek bargaining rights for more than 12,000 employees of the
glant Paclific Gas and Electrlc Company in an NLRB election to be held
January 25.

The electlon will be the largest ever conducted by the NLRB in
California. It will cover L6 counties of the state.

More than 7,500 PG&E workers are now represented by the IBEW,
but the CIO holds contracts for the San Francisco Bay area which em-
braces some 5,000 employees.

Result of the electlion will be thie designatlon of one union
for the entire utility system.

An intense AFL campaign has been directed by 0. G. Harbak, vice
president, IBEW Ninth District, aided by international representatives
Merritt Snyder, Larry Drew, Henry Newcombe, and Kenny Favell.

One hundred polling places will be set up for the election and
50 NLRB fleld representatives will supervise the voting. The PG&E

gystem 1includes approximately 90,000 square miles of northern Califor-

STATE LLPE OFFERS NEW
LEGISLATIVE REPORT

nia terrlitory.

(CFLNL)SAN FRANCISCO.--C. J. Haggerty, secretary of the Call-
fornla State Federatlon of Labor, this week released a supplementary
report of labor leglslation considered during the 1949 general session
of the Californla legislature.

The federation last fall published its "Sacramento Story,"
which deplcted In full the experience of labor with the main economic

and social issues of the session.
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The supplementary report provides information on selected com-

mittee roll calls.

Committee votes are not officially recorded in the Californla
legisiature. The report therefore reveals how legislators behave
when not under the light of general public scrutiny.

Report coples may be obtained by writlng the California Labor
League for Poiitical Bducation, L0O2 Flood Bullding, San Francisco 2, .

California,

BN
"""6'9""‘
B

AFL UNIONISTS' COLLECTIVE BARGAINING GAINS
(CFLNL)SAN FRANCISCO.--Wage and other gains won by AFL union-
lsts during the month of December average three cents for the 19,000
workers covered.
Nine thousand of the workers enjoyed an average galn of six
cents.
These findings are based on reports In union newspapers. De-

tails are as follows:

Fullding and ietel Trades

Blacksmiths lNo. 212, Los Angeles, AND Revere Copper Co.: 12
cents, Improved holiday pay, paid vacations; 11 /49; 100 workers.

Bridgemen No. 229, San Disego, AND 3 employers: 1li cents:
12/&9; 25 workers. (Employers had refused to pay regulzr scale.)

Machlnists and Electricians, San Diego, AND Consolidated Vultee

Alrcraft Corp.: 5 to 7 cents; 12/1:9; 1,000 production workers and
maintenance elesectricilans.

Sheet Metal Vorkers No. 162, Sscramento, AND employers: one
week paid vacation after 35 weeks' work; 12/L9; about 75 workers.

Sign and Pictorlal Painters No. 510, San Franclsco, AND San
Francisco Retallers Council for 30 downtown stores: $2.50 a wesek;
retro. to 7/16/1.9; 275 members.

Clerk

e et

4}

Retall Grocswey Clerks No. 648, San Francisco, AND San Francisco
Fetall Grocery Association: $2.00 a week employer contribution to
welfare program; 12/1,9; 500 stores excluding Safeway; 1500 employsees.
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Culinary

Culinary Joint Board, Los Angeles, AND 22 Simons chain dairy
lurch ané drive-ins: §$1.50 to $3.00 a day; part effective 1/1/50 and
part 7/./50; 66L workers.

Culinary Joint Board, Oakland, AND Restaurant Owners Ass'n of
Alameda County and the Tavern Owners Association: improved allow-
ances and conditions; 1/6/9; 10,000 workers.

Teemaeters

—————

Teamsters No. 137, WMARYSVILLE, AND Poultry Producers Ass'n:
9% cents retro. to 6/1/L49, and 7% cents additional for drivers sffec.
1,/1/50; about 75 workers.

Teamsters No. 137, Marysville, AND 8 beverage firms: 10 cents
for drivers and bottlers and 5 cents for warchousemen; 12/1,9; about
75 workers.

Circular Workers No. [j22, San Diego, AND Union-Tribune Publish-
ing Co.: $1.75 to $L4.20; retro. to 10/10/L9; 112 employees.

Miscellaneous

Inland Boatmen, and others AND Richmond-San Rafael Ferry:
11.2 percent hourly increase; 12/49; 60 men.

Building Service Employees No. 102, San Diego, AND nine down-
town ofice bulldings: 5 cents, employer-pald health fund, other im-
proved conditions; 12/4,9; about 100 workers.

Butchers (egg workers) AND Poultry Producers of Northern Cali-
fornia: 5 cents for men, 5 cents for women, additional pald holiday;
12/49; 750 workers.

Butchers (egg workers) AND San Franelseco employers: 10 cents
for men, 5 cents for women; 12,/i9; 250 workers.

Poultry workers, Santa Barbara and Modesto AND employers:
substantial adjustments in wages; 12/49; 800 workers.

i Butchers No, 508, South San Francisco, AND tannery employers:
% cents; 12/49; 50 workers.

Butchers No. 266, Santa Cruz, AND Santa Cruz Tannery. 7% cents;
effec. 2/1/50; about 50 workers.
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