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GOmmIEE PIGEONHOLES "HOT CARGO"

ISCOO..Any further action on SB 1066, the "hot

cargo" meat tponed`-indef nttely by the Assembly ustrial

Relations April,2 by a vote of II to 1.. The only dis-

satingvoon waq that or Harold Lovering, Los Angeloes

60.J J.* Hls * Huntingt Park, was unavoidably detained due

to a oon n g of anotrter committee, of whioh he is chairman,

and JohnCls Angeles, wwas absent.

All s by proponeuta of Senator Hatfield's oppressive

bLll were bvounteraoe$ed by Federation spoke8men 0. J. Hag-

gerty, Charll;h Scoully and John Stevenson, who stripped a11 vestiges
of pretense fn faltering nti.labor witnesses, whose stories

bnt downcoswpl ly under forthright interrogation.

Dqt1ond a aptetion, the fate of this bill atemo from the

Ma _, -*Wa r ts Of o*entire labor movement and progressive oitisonu,

wb %X tthn ad to prsprve our hard-won rights
r aotlo Vby the AsOembly is a remote possibility, and it

is theref till important that unions explain to their assemblymen

the undSg natur t this Whot oargo' bill, whioh strikes very

effectively itprimary picketing and the right to observe & picket

Other vit anti-labor bills are still pending In the Set,

sad a poworful olign, headed by Wars, Weybret Williams an Judah,

4 launohing af. attack upon lalor unions through t sdium f

so-called "right-tot .Mand "featherbodding" bills. 8Sn r Riobh'

gf
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SB 1110, prohibiting any type of union security among employees of

contractors working on publio oQnstruotion projects, is set for hear-

ing at 9 a.m. on Thursday, May 12.
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LEGISLATURE STALLS ON OTHER MEASURES

CFLNL)SAN FRANCISCO.-"Senate action on major proposals for im-

proved hoalth and hospitalization was deferred indefinitely by the

Senate Committee on Governmental Efficiency on April 28, when the

Committeo postponed action Qn SB (Salaman), the Governor's bill

for prepaid medical care, and on SB 566 (Mayo), providing for liberal-

ized disability insurance bpnefits and hospitalization payments.

The Federation's health insurance bill, A is still in

the Assembly Committee on Public Health. Also pending are other bills

to enaot medical insuranoe and to improve the disability insurance law

which may receive action if suffioient popular interest is shown.

On the Assembly flqor, Federation bill AB 113, to give employ-

ees of public utilities the right to engage in collective bargaining,

was defeated April 26, by a vote of 28 to 42. Friends of labor in tha

Assembly voting for this measure are as follows:

Anderson Dickey Gaffney Meyers
Bennett CoA, Dills Geddes Niehouse
Berry Doyle Hawkins Rosenthal
Burkhalter Duno Hollibaugh Rumford
G.D. Collins Elliot Lewis Thomas
Criohton Evaps Maloney Weber
Crowley Fleoher McMillan Yorty

The Assembly also gave final approval on April 28 to SB 150,

providing for oompulsory coverage for all workers under industry-wide

voluntary disability insurance plans.
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MARCH COST OF LIVING 2 PERCENT ABOVE A YEAR AGO
PROFITS 22 PERCENT HIGHER

(CFLNL)SAN FRANCISCO.---The U. S. Bureau of Labor Statistics

consumers' price Index for Sall Franoisco stood at 174.6 in Maroh 1949.

This represents an inorease qf 1.9 percent over March 1948. The index

for Los Angeles for March l949 is 171.0, an increase of 2.2 percent

over March 1948. Details are as follows:

March 1949 December 1948 March 1948
San Francisco 174.6 176*7 171.4

Los Angeles 171.0 172.7 167.4

Profits of 3,262 lqading corporations in manufaoturing and non.

manufacturing industries rose 22 percent after taxes between 1947 and

1948. The percentage ratp of return on net assets amounted to 12.3

percent in 1947 and rose to 14.0 percent in 1948. Industries report-

ing higher than average profits are as follows:

Silk and rayon Coal mining
Petroleum productq Oil and gas
Cement Class 1 railroads
Agricultural implements Telephone and telegraph
Autos and trucks Sales finance companies

The above data is based on a tabulation by the National City

Bank of New York* Scattered reports from major corporations on prof-

its for the first quarter of 1949 show that more than half of the

reporting companies revealed a gain in 1949 as compared with the same

quarter a year ago.

REVIVAL OF WEST COAST SHIPBUILDING SOUGHT

(CFLNL)SAN FRANCISCO.--Legislation is now pending to amend the

Merchant Marine Act of 1936 to provide for 100,000 workers in ship-

yards and to allocate thqm as follows: 60,000 to the, atlantic Coast,

10,000 to the Gulf Coast, and 30,000 to the Pacific Coast. This leg-

islation has been introduced by Representative John J. Allen, Jr.,
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Oakland, at the request of the Pacific Coast Committee for Shipbuild-

ing for National Defense, Thomaq A. Rotell, Chairman.

Since the end of the war, gross discrimination has existed

against West Coast shipyards, and little or no new construction has

occurred. Such action is not only discriminatory, but represents a

tremendous waste of our nation;3l resources and threatens our national

defense. For example, if our country was attacked now and the Panama

Canal were olosed by the attaok, we would be pla'^ed in a very critical

state. Shipbuilding and shi.pbuilding facilitJ.es would be conoentrated

in eastern ports. West Coast yards are now being either torn down or

put in mothballs, and thetr emnployees have dispersed to other occupa-

tions. Thus, in case of an emergency, the resumption of shipbuilding

on the West Coast would be oxtremely difficult, if not impossible, in

the absenoe of any prior plAnning.

Amerioans on both t4e East and West Coasts should realize that

an attack at one point in the United States is an attack upon the en-

tire United States, and thuLt the entire country must be properly de-

fended.

EST BAY APPRENTICES TO GRADUATE

(CFLNL)SAN FRANCISCp..--Maurice J. Tobin, Secretary of Labor,
will be the principal spearer at the second annual mass gradu.ion of
apprentices in the East Bay, to be held at the Oakland Auditorium
Arena on May 17, 1949. John F. Shelley, President of the California
State Federation of Labor, and Governor Earl Warren will also parti-
cipate in the ceremonies and are expected to stress the outstanding
achievements in California in apprenticeship training.

Mr. Tobin is making his first appearance on the Pacific coast
since the inauguration to honor more than 600 apprentices in forty
crafts who have completed their apprenticeship training and will re-
ceive journeyman certificates at the graduation exercises.

As last year, the maps graduation of apprentices is being spon-
sored by fifty-five joint labor and management apprenticeship com-
mittees in Alameda and Contra Costa Counties.
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UNRMPLOYM!IT INSURANCE BILLS SET FOR HEARING
IN A8313HBLY COMMITTEE

(CFLNL)SAN FRANCISCO.- Major bills covering the Federation's

unemployment insuzanoe program for increased benefits, expanded oov-

erage, elimination of the waiting period, and amendment of the law

relating to seasoml workers and strikers, are set for hearing before

the Aasembly Colttee on Finance and Insurance, Ernest R. Geddes,

Chairman, on May 9, 8 p.m. Digests of these bills appear on pages 86

and 87 of the Suary of Proposed Legislation," and those scheduled

for hearing are as follows:

*AB 122 *AB 177 *AB 305 *AB 482 *AB *AB 896
*AB 175 *AB 178 *AB 327 *AB 669 *AB 3 *AB 1238

*AB 1372

In addition, *AB eliminating the need for employer consent

to a voluntary plan for dilability insurance, *AB 182, reducing the

waiting period for disabiltty insuranoe, and *AB 898, providing for

payment of both disability and unemployment benefits in the same year,

are scheduled for hearing.

On May 16, this samo committee will hear a series of bad bills

dcealing with unemployment $nsuranoe and d1sability insurance. These

bills are by Senators Ward and Desmond and provide as follows:

SB 313: lowers oontribution rate under the merit rating
system.

B7B : limits benefits strictly to workers laid off by
employer.

B 378: limits benetits chargeable against an employer and
thereby redlices the employer's contribution rate.

SB 17j: requires thq Department of Employment to make public
a claimant14 previous employers, etc.

SB 389: compels non"'consenting individuals to be covered by
voluntary instead of state plans so long as 75% of
the unit conpents.

Other bad bills will 1lso be heard.
*Indicates Federation billa.
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Contributions to the Califorz4a Labor League for Political Education
are coming in well. DO YOUR SHARE BY SENDING IN YOURS. Remember:
This oontribution must not be combined with your regular per capita
tax to the State FederatTon.

OEIU-3-AFL(31)


