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From the Capitol Office
of the Executive Secretary

The Assembly Commerce and
Public Utilities Committee faces
a full calendar next Monday,
May 18, including five bills sup-
ported by Labor. AB 1463, au-
thored by Assemblyman Edwin
Z’berg (D-Sacramento), would
require that every rate reduc-
tion and rebate gained by a
public utility from its suppliers
shall be returned to its custom-
ers, subject to conditions ap-
proved by the Public Utilities
Commission; AB 1898, by As-
semblyman John Foran (D-San
Francisco), would regulate trav-
el promoters’ financial opera-
tions and advertising; AB 1683,
introduced by Assemblyman
David Roberti (D-Los Angeles),
would require all transmission
lines to be put underground or
underwater if feasible as soon
as possible. AB 2263 by Assem-
blyman John Burton (D - San
Francisco), would require any
public utility or public or muni-
cipal utility district to pay 6
percent simple interest on any
cash deposits required as a con-
dition for service; and AB 2264,
also by Burton, would prohibit
a telephone corporation from
charging more for credit card
calls than for regular long dis-

g tance calls.
L ] & L]

The Assembly Judiciary Com-
mittee is scheduled to take up
three bills authored by Assem-
blywoman Yvonne Brathwaite
(D - Los Angeles) on Monday.
These bills are: AB 1224 to in-
crease from $300 to $500 the
maximum monetary amount
within the jurisdiction of small
claims courts; AB 1225 to in-
crease from $125 to $300 the min-
imum monetary amount, ex-
clusive of interest and attorney’s
fees, which must be claimed be-

x fore attachment will issue in any
action; and AB 1602 which re-
lates to secret attachments. La-
bor supports these measures.

(Continued on Page 2)

Unruh Warns Conference
of Right-to-Work Threat

The 1970 elections represent “no smallex
crisis” for trade unionists than did the 1958
“right-to-work” battle, Jess Unruh warned
more than 400 California union leaders this

week.

Addressing a Joint Legislative Confer-
ence called to seek action on the state’s
deepening unemployment crisis, Unruh

warned that the threat to California work-
ers today “comes from the dishonesty and
neglect that characterizes this Adminis-
tration from top to bottom.”

In justifying his charge, Unruh pointed

JESS UNRUH STEPS TO THE ROSTRUM to address more than 400 California union officials

to the “insidious shift” of taxes from banks
‘and corporations, which, he said, are now

(Continued on Page 4)

taking part in a three.day legislative conference on the state’s unemployment crisis at the
Woodlake Inn in Sacramento. Welcoming him are (from left) Albin J. Gruhn, President of the
California Labor Federation, AFL-CIO; John F. Henning, the Federation’s Executive Secretary-
Treasurer; and (at right) James Lee, President of the California State Building and Construction
Trades Council. Unruh attacked Governor Reagan for starving the state’s school system, cited the
need for a boost in unemployment benefits and pointed out that campus violence has increased
rather than diminished since Reagan’s election despite Reagan’s promise to end it, The Governor
“has no answer other than to escalate violence by the violence of his own words,” Unruh said.

Labor Urges Action Now to Meet Jobless Grisis

The state administration must
act immediately to meet Califor-
nia’s unemployment crisis.

That was the message driven
home to California’s state legis-
lators this week at a three-day
Joint Legislative Conference
sponsored by the California
Labor Federation and the Cali-
fornia State Building and Con-

struction Trades Council at the
Woodlake Inn in Sacramento.

Calling attention to the fact
that California’s seasonally ad-
justed jobless rate jumped from
5.1 percent to 5.5 percent last
month and ‘‘is moving up’’ John
F. Henning, executive officer of
the State AFL-CIO, opened the
conference Monday saying:
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‘“We insist that attention be
given to California’s unemploy-
ment crisis.”

(Continued on Page 3)

Council Vote
Backs Nixon

The AFL-CIO National Ex-
ecutive Council this week voted
to support President Nixon’s
present Cambodia policy,

Nixon visited AFL-CIO Head-
quarters to explain his policies

(Continued on Page 3)



Labor Support for Unruh Mounts As Names Roll In

Labor support for Jess Un-
ruh for Governor was snowball-
ing this week.

John F. Henning, chairman of
the California Labor Committee
to Elect Jess Unruh Governor,
which was just announced last
week, said that scores of addi-
tional key trade union leaders
throughout the state have joined
the Committee and that the to-
tal is now well over 400.

“This mounting support
reflects a recognition by a broad
cross-section of organized labor
that the ‘cut, squeeze, and trim’
policies of the Reagan Admin-
istration have been made large-
ly in behalf of the state’s corpo-
rate interests and at the expense
of California’s millions of wage
and salary earners.

“It also reflects the fact that
California workers want their
public agencies to serve them in-
stead of the industries some of
them, such as the State Public
Utilities Commission, are sup-
posed to be policing.”

The following is a partial list
of the membership of the Com-
mittee arranged in alphabetical
order by last names:

REI o e A - .

G. Patrick Abbott; Louie Adams,
Jr.; H. A, Adcock; Eugene L. Alex-
t.mfer; Jack A. Alexander; Frank
Allain; Juan Alvarez; Dolores An-
derson; James Anderson; T. W. An-
}-erson; Joseph Angelo; E. Mike
¢

Anth : Don Arbaugh; Robert Ar-
€0 ; oﬁi&n L. Are] o; Sigmund
Arywitz; and Phyllis H. Atanazio.

— ) —

Walt Baber; Don Balco; W. M.
Bangert; Edward R. Baiocchi; Dick
Bu-ga.rgehtu; Margaret Bear; Ivan
Beavan; Lawrence Bee; Joseph Be-
lardi; K. W. Benda; Wm. A. Ben-
nett; Arthur Z. Berland; Jack Ber-
nal; Elizabeth Billings; W. J. Bil-

lingsly; Harry L. Bi ni; Loren
E. l:s'ln ame; Ralph lo’ck; Ar-
thur Bllnis; Robert Boccasili; Glad-

den Boaz; Judith Bodenhausen; An-
thony J. Bogdanowicz; Cedric G.
Bogosian; James Booe; Lois E.
Booth; Louis E. Bosco; Sue L. Bos-
co; Ruth M. Bradley; Dorothy L.
Brady; Victor Brandt; Eddie Brass-
field; George J. Brown; L. B.
Brown; Perry G. Brown; Charles
Bruno; Hillis L. Burgess; Jack A.
Burke; Ralph Burkhart; Betty
Burns; Mickey Burrell; and J. D.
Butler. c

Leonard Cahill; Ralph Cain; R. F.
Callahan; James Calvarese; John A.
Carey, Sr.; James L. Carrick; Art
Carter; Bob Carter; Thomas Carter;
John éuey; William J. Casey; Ev-
erett L. Casteel; Nel Cecil; Mal
Cherin; Fran Childers; Lamar Chil-
ders; Michael C. Chuba; J. A. Cin-
quemani; William D. Clark; Beulah
Class; Carl E, Cohenour; Yvette N.
Coles; Edward J. Collins; John Col-
lins; Ruth Co;nvpa non; Marvin D.
Cook; Gordon W. Cooke; Michael B.
Corcoran; Edward A. Cordeiro;
George dorey; Roger Cotton; RO
Atho Cowans; Wes Coyner; Davi
Creyne; John Crivello; James W
Cross; Richard Crowell; and Joe
Curran.

—_D—

Jay Daigman; L er oy Davidson;
Charlie A. Davis; O e F. Davis;
Rufus M. Day; C. L. Dellums; Rob-
ert 0. Delzell; Irwin L. De Shetler;
Manuel Dias; Edward J. Diaz;
George E. Dolacki; Flora Douglass;
Dion Dubois; Paul E. Duclos; Phil-
lip D. Dulaney; C. Dunham; and R.
J. Dunsmore.

Joe Edwards; Howard Egges; Ir-
vin Ellenberger; Howard decott;
David Englund; C. F. Escoffon;
Sangie Escove; Arollm Espudo;
Abe Evanich; am}“ . L. Evans,

Fred L. Feci; John Ferro; W. L.
Fllllrlipplnl: Dave Fishman;
. tzgerald; Betty O. Fla-
herty; David 0. Fleming; Fred D.
Fl er; Frank Foreman; H
Mary Frankovich; Vi

; Vincent Fulco; Carl Ful-
ler; and B. E. Fulmer.

Loralee Gabel; A, T. Gabriel;
George Galinda; Richard Galvani;
r{: E. Garcia; Joe Garcia; Gene
Gardiner; Frank Gentrﬂ; Dennis H.
Gifford; William L. Gilbert; Frank
Gillis; E. F. Gilmore; Iva L. Gott;
Kenneth E. Graedel; Florence Gra-
ham; Hershel Graham; George
Greb; C. Al Green; Chloe B. Gross;
Richard K, Groulx; Albin J. Gruhn;
Joe Guagliardo; J. B. Guerrero;
and Richard Gnlf.ﬁrm.

Louis P. ; BRichard W. Hack-
ler; Nathan e; James A. Hamil-
ton; J ean Hamilton; William J.
Hammond; Russel S. i-laluen; Cal-
mer H. Hanson; Elizabeth L. Har-
den; Fred A.

: Hardy; Harley L.
Harris; George B?r&tmu; Nor- ..

man E. Heal ;3 Samuel Heil; Mur-
ray L. Henage; Armon L, Hemnder-
son; “D. - B Henderson; Lenard
Henderson; Clint L. H ; George

. Hess; h. P. Hicks; herine
Hill; Bernice Ho‘Ph.nd; William J.
Holayter; Walter P. Holler; Taylor
Bud Holloway; Alvin L. Holt; Marie
Horne; Ed Howe; J. E. Howe;
James E. Howes; Walter R, Howes;
Robert Hubbard; Len Huffman;
Clarence J. Hutchins; and C. J.
Curt Hyans.

—IandJ—

Carl Jaramillo; Russell E. Jehn-
ke; Nelson M. Jolly; Paul L. Jones;
Simon W. Jones; Tom Jones; Victor
M. Jones; and Austin Jowett.

Lee Kaufman; Francis W. Keefe;
Leigh Keeline; Eddie J. Kendall;
Thomas P. Kenny; Wm. Kilpatrick;
G. T. Kirkpatrick; F. Thomas Knef-
ler; Mary L. Kosek; Tom Koster;
Bob Kraus; and John B. Kulstad.

Paul Langston; Kenneth D. Lar-
son; Alfred L. Lasley; William H.
Lassley; Stanley Lttien; Victor J.
Lazzaro; Calvin Edward Leake;
Betty Jane Leavitt; Herman Leav-
itt; James S. Lee; Lademia Lem-
mon; Euline Lewis; Sharon Lines;
Robert Luster; and Jack T. Lyons.

— Mc —

Robert J. McCabe; William Mec-
Cabe; Saul H. Mwlﬁyn, Jr.; Max
McClure; Wm. F, cClure; Jack
McCormick; Dale K. McCoy; G. A.
McCulloch; R. H. McEHatton; Eu-

ene H. l\ieGowlan; James P, Mc-

aughlin; James P, McLoughlin; C.
%.eél\(cuougle; and Donald J. Mc-

—_—M

Eileen Mackie; Ted F. Mackjust;
Ed “Red’’ Malony; Gerald F. Mand-
dish; Richard N. Martin; Gilbert
Mata; Everett A. Matzen; Peter M.
Martinez; James Ma s on; Russell
Mathiesen; Arch Mayar; Joe Mede-
iros; Logen G. Menderhausen;
George S. Mendivil; Edwin F. Mi-

chelsen; Leo C. Middendorf; David
L. Miller; Lee Miller; Woodrow
Miller; John M. Millovich; Phyllis
Mitchell; James Moccia; Mel Modes-
ti; John Monaghan; Judy Mon-

s C. G. Moore; Leslie K. Moore;
{Vuie H. Moore; Mary Olson Mor-
an; J. H, Morgan; Rupert D. Mor-

3 C. Michael Mosness; Geo. A.
Elll‘lkoy; James F. Murphy; Je
Myers; and Max Myers.

Ray Neal; Bob J. Nelch; Edward
Nelson; Philip H. Nelson; Leah
Newberry; Abe Newman; Donald R.
Nichols; Lottie Nichols; Harold J.
Nieison; and Raymond k. Nilson.

Alton W, Olson; Ira L. Osborn;
and Max J. Ou!oi,

Manuel D. Padilla; Richard A.
Parker; John Parko; Glen L. Part-
ridge; Ray Pasillas; Vincent F.
P re; Conrad R, Patch; Dick
g;tﬂooms Wili.hm Psa}: (l; oPr est

ayne; Jess Payne; W. C. Percy;
Paul fM. Perez; Cia.rence Peters;
Russell G. Peterson; Florence Phi-
fer; Wayne Pierce; Eddie M. Plun-
kett; George E. Polin; Manuel Pon-
tes; Floyd Posey; Jerome Posner;
Arlen D. Potter; Bill Powell; James
E. Powers; Curtis O. Pratt; James
Prewitt; Herbert W. Prossee; and
Charles H. Purhiss.

James C. Quick; and Robert J.
Quiroz. R

Anthony L. Ramos; Charles Ram-
roth; Ray Randolph; William E.
.. Reaser; Cecil
J. G. Reddoch; Howard

Ratclitfe; Walter
Bob_Reck;
; dohn F. Reeves;
chael Reyer;

D. Rice; R. R. Richardson;

ilak; L. B. Richard;

Loretta K. Riley; Elzy Roberts;
Jack Roberts; W m C. Roddick;
d. J. Rodriguez; Millie Rogers;
Victor F. Rose; Derrel Ross; Law-
rence 'y Tﬂomn A. Rotell; M.

J. Rotz; John Rourke; Vernon E.
Rowland; Mel Rubin; and C. O.
Russell.

—_ —
P, L. Sander; Ervin B. Schultz;
Sam Schwart; Jack L. Scoles; Joe
J. Selenski; E. M, Self; Floyd L.
Self; James Self; Nick Serras; Cecil
g. Sharp; o E. S%:vl:; Hal
hean; erman ; ert J.
Sheets; Frederick Siems; Gene Slat-

er; Cassius E, Smith; Cla; L.
Smith; Fred C. Smith; .:!e“i"w

Smith; Robert Smith; Ruben Smith,
Sr.; ddella. Snyder; George C.
Soares; Dean E. Southerland; Betsy
M. Stoddard; Howard A. Stolt; Em-
erson Street; Wm. P. Sutherland;
Howard L. Swaites; and Willard L.
Sward.
—_—T

Gerald C. Teixeira; Leo E. Thilt-
gen; Archie Thomas; Frank Th
as; James C. Thomas; Ida Thomp-
son; Donald Timmons; L. K, Tiner;

rry J. Toole; Arthur Triggs;
James H. Trimble; Leo Turner;
Tusi; and J. J. Twombley.

Larry Vail; Joseph Valdez; Mi-
chael a.lenti'; Josg h F. Varela;

La. G. Viegas; Clint Vogel;
anﬂeo W, Vnil'l:nich. on Toge

Donna R. Waite; R. F. Walker;
Jackie M. Walsh; William Walsh;
B. A. Ward; C. A. Ward; Henry
Warner; Genevieve Waters; Dean

A Plug for the System

“lI thank God that we have
a system of labor where there
can be a strike.” — Abraham
Lincoln,

—

G. Weddle; Charles B. Weers; Roy
L. Welty, Jr.; Harold R. Whitby;
George W. White; Jack Whitehouse !
James R. Whiting; Johnn il-
liams; Thelma J. Williams; Samuel

willis; Roy L. Wﬂt{v .fr.; Ba{-
mond wﬁ.on; Albert Wolterbeek;
and A, “Tony” Wysocki.

Y"(:‘r.eoree A. Yale; LLe{ton l%
n, us; Mary L. Yunt;
Walt Zagajeski. o

Labor
at the
Legislature

(Continued from Page 1)

Five good bills on workmen’s
compensation are scheduled to
be presented to a subcommittee
on workmen’s compensation of
the Assembly Finance and In-
surance Committee on Wednes-
day, May 20. Four of these
measures were authored by As-
semblyman Jack Fenton (D-
Montebello). They are AB 1713,
AB 1714, AB 2238 and AB 2239.
The other bill, AB 1804, was
introduced by Assemblyman
Leon Ralph‘(D-E.os Angeles).

*

Four good consumer protec-
tion bills are on the agenda of
the Senate Business and Pro-
fessions Committee on Thurs-
day, May 21, in Room 4040 at
the Capitol. These are SB 436
by Senator Alfred Song (D-Mon-
terey Park); SB 920 and SB 921,
both by Senator Milton .Marks
(R-San Francisco); and SB 1351
by Senator Anthony Beilenson
(D-Los Angeles). All deal with
providing the buyer with bet-
ter warranty p:'otections.

*

AB 1952, a Federation-spon-
sored safety bill, is scheduled
for a hearing before the Assem-
bly Labor Relations Committee
on Thursday, June 11. This bill,
introduced by Assemblyman
Robert Crown (D - Oakland),
would require employers to sta-
tion another employee at a man-
hole entrance when work is be-
ing performed underground.

AB 487, the Federation’s bill
to require the Division of In-
dustrial Safety to give the com-
plaining party a copy of its re-
port and findings, has been re-
scheduled for a hearing on Tues-
day, May 26 in the Assembly
Ways and Means Committee. It
was put over because of the
heavy calendar of bills for two
weeks.



Labor Urges Action Now to Meet Jobless Crisis

(Continued from Page 1)

But, he noted, despite the fact
that more than half a million
workers were jobless in Febru-
ary, there has as yet been ‘‘no
indication that relief is coming
from the national or state ad-
ministrations.”

On the contrary, Henning ob-
served, there seems to be ‘‘great
indifference” on the part of the
Reagan Administration to the
plight of the hundreds of thou-
sands of Californians who are
jobless.

The first day’s session was de-
voted to a review of legislation
introduced by the State AFL-

~CIO designed to improve the
state’s social insurance pro-
grams and other legislation be-
ing sought to meet particular
problems in the construction in-
dustry by the State Building and

Construction Trades Council.

Henning presented and ex-
plained the various bills in the
Federation’s 1970 legislative
program and cited the need to
seek support for AB 559, the
bill to outlaw the use of pro-
fessional strikebreakers.

Charles P. Scully, the Feder-
ation’s general counsel, empha-

_ sized that the Federation’s so-
cial insurance bills to improve
the state’s unemployment in-
surance, disability insurance
and workmen’s compensation
programs are only designed to
. return the level of benefits to
the level at which they began
a generation ago.

“It’s nothing new,” he said.

But he stressed the need for
the trade unionists participating
in the conference to emphasize
during their visits with the legis-
lators that the cost of the im-
provements in jobless benefits
sought—although amounting to
millions of dollars—are small
compared to the size of the pay-
rolls involved.

Scully pointed out that in
1936 the total payroll in em-
ployment covered by unemploy-
ment insurance was $1.5 billion
and that every penny of that
sum was subject to the UI tax.
But in 1969, he said, the total
payroll in covered employment
was $40.7 billion and only $21.2
billion was subject to the tax.

Moreover, the ratio of taxable
wages to total wages in 1969
was only 52.4 percent, the lowest
ratio since the beginning of the
program.

To underscore the need for

action this year on seven meas-
ures sponsored by the Federa-
tion and introduced by Assem-
blyman Leon Ralph (D-Los
Angeles), the Federation point-
ed out that the benefit was set at
50 percent of the average week-
ly wage up to a maximum of
$30 under the original law
passed in 1935 and that this rose
to 58 percent of the average
weekly wage in 1940. But last

REUTHER MOURNED

The opening session of the
Joint Legislative Conference
was recessed at noon Monday
with a moment of silence in
memory of Walter P. Reuther,
president of the United Auto
Workers, who was killed in a
plane crash in Pellston, Mich.,
last Saturday.

In taking the action, John F.
Henning, Executive Officer of
the California State AFL-CIO,
described Reuther as “one of
the truly great figures of Amer-
ican labor history.”

Memorial services were
scheduled to be held at noon
Sunday, May 17 in MacArthur
Park in Los Angeles and at
3:00 P.M. Sunday, May 17 at
UAW Local 1364 at 45201 Fre-
mont Blvd. in- Fremont,

. ]
year the present maximum
benefit of $65 a week equaled
only 44 percent of the average
weekly wage.

Moreover, the average week-
ly benefit actually paid last year
dropped to only 35.5 percent of
average weekly wages.

Similar detailed presentations
were made in behalf of the Fed-
eration’s bills to improve the
state’s disability insurance and
workmen’s compensation pro-
grams that protect workers suf-
fering off or on the job disabil-
ities.

James Lee, president of the
State Building and Construction
Trades Council, reminded the
trade union officials of the im-
portance of the 1970 elections
when he pointed out that under
present national and state ad-
ministration policies, ‘‘the only
thing we have to face is high
interest rates and high unem-
ployment.”

He suggested that it’s time to
“give Ronald Reagan his old
job back again.

“Let him go back to driving

the 20 mule team,’’ Lee said, re-
ferring to a program Reagan
emceed before jumping into
politics.

Other speakers at the confer-
ence included Senate President
Pro Tem Jack Schrade who ex-
pressed deep concern about the
state’s unemployment problem
and pledged to work for im-
provements; State Building and
Construction Trades Council
P. H. McCarthy, who provided
a rundown on. the building
trades’ bills; and Dick Mans-
field, legislative representative
of the State Council of Carpen-
ters.

The conference participants
spent all day Tuesday drum-
ming up support for the various
measures among the state’s
legislators.

The conference concluded fol-
lowing a dinner with scores of
the state’s legislators Tuesday
night and a report session
Wednesday.

Senale Panel
Takes SB T14
Under Submission

SB 774, a Federation-backed
bill that would protect union
members from being forced to
take a job with an employer
not covered by their bargaining
agreement on pain of losing
their unemployment insurance
eligibility, was taken under sub-
mission by the Senate Commit-
tee on Industrial Relations on
Tuesday.

The bill, introduced by Sen-
ator Milton Marks (R-San Fran-
cisco), would allow unemploy-
ment compensation benefits to
be paid an individual who is
unable to find a job covered by
a collective bargaining contract
with the union to which he be-
longs.

This would permit an unem-
ployed union member to refuse
a non-union job without adverse-
ly affecting his eligibility for
jobless benefits because the non-
union job would not be consid-
ered ‘“‘suitable work’ under the
Unemployment Insurance Code.

The measure faced stiff op-
position from the Merchants
and Manufacturers Association,
the California Conference of
Employer Associations and the

—_—F

.}

Haggerty To Speak

| ] L]

At Pitts’ Testimonial

C. J. (Neil) Haggerty, Presi-
dent of the National AFL-CIO
Building and Construction
Trades Department, will be the
principal speaker at a testi-
monial dinner to be held at the
Beverly Hilton Hotel on Thurs-
day, June 25 to honor Thomas
L. Pitts, who retired last March
as Executive Secretary-Treas-
urer of the California Labor
Federation, AFL-CIO.

A similar testimonial dinner
in Pitts’ honor will be held at
the Fairmont Hotel in San Fran-
cisco on Thursday, June 11. The
principal speaker for the San
Francisco dinner has not yet
been announced.

Council Vote
Backs Nixon

(Continued from Page 1)
to the Executive Council Tues-
day.

The 35-member Council sub-
sequently voted to support the
President’s decision. AFL-CIO
President Meany said that three
votes were cast -against the
Council’s action and that there
was one abstension,

In reply to a reporter’s query,
Meany noted that he had earli-
er personally endorsed the
President’s decision and Nix-
on’s explanation that the action
in Cambodia was necessary to
assure continuing withdrawal
of U. S. troops from Vietnam
and to protect U. S. troops still
there.

Meany said he would be op-
posed to Nixon if he thought it
was a deliberate policy to esca-
late the war.

California State Chamber of
Commerce.

Affiliates are urged to con-
tact the members of the Senate
Industrial Relations Committee
to ask them to support SB 774.
The members of the committee
are: Chairman Alan Short (D-
Stockton); John Harmer (R-
Glendale); Clark Bradley (R-
San Jose); Lou Cusanovich (R-
Sherman Oaks); Ralph Dills
(D-San Pedro); H. L. Richard-
son (R-Arcadia); Albert Rodda
(D-Sacramento); and Alfred
Song (D-Monterey Park.)



Unruh Warns Conference of 'Right-to-Work' Threat

(Continued from Page 1)
paying 30 percent less while the
average California taxpayer is
paying 30 percent more.

He also rapped ‘‘Ronald Rea-
gan’s minions’’ for voting to
give the oil industry a $12 mil-
lion bonanza while insisting that
‘“‘not a single penny’’ was avail-
able for the state’s schools.

Referring to the fact that
Governor Reagan talks repeat-
edly about getting people off
welfare, Unruh said:

“I think we should get people
off welfare too,” but, he pointed
out, “we don’t even have jobs
for 600,000 Californians who
want to work and are actively
looking for work.”

CHILD CARE ISSUE

He also suggested that it was
rather empty for the Reagan
Administration to talk about
getting welfare mothers off the
welfare rolls without providing
adequate child care facilities
for their children.

In commenting on the jobless
crisis and the deepening reces-
sion presently confronting both
California and the nation at
large, the veteran Assembly
leader said:

“It took Warren Harding, Cal-
vin Coolidge and Herbert Hoov-
er some 12 years to bring the
nation’s economy to a halt. But
Richard Nixon did it in just 15
months.”

INCREASE FAVORED

Noting that there has been
no increase in unemployment
insurance for the past five years
and that inflation has already
depreciated jobless benefits by
some 25 percent, Unruh said:

“I think we ought to have a
50 percent increase in unemploy-
ment insurance benefits.”

Unruh, the COPE - endorsed
candidate for Governor, also
reminded the 400 trade union-
ists gathered at the Woodlake
Inn in Sacramento that Reagan
had promised to cut taxes and
clean up the mess in Berkeley.
But instead, he said, the state’s
taxpayers have been saddled
with the biggest tax increase
in the history of this or any
other state and campus dis-
orders have multiplied rather
than diminished.

In fact, he declared:

‘“The Reagan Administration
has done a better job of radi-
calizing the students of our so-
ciety than the SDS (Students

for a Democratic Society) ever
dreamed of.”

Unruh reminded the trade un-
ionists that conservative domi-
nation of both houses of the
legislature coupled with an anti-
worker Governor could result in
imposition of a compulsory open
shop law on all California work-
ers.

To prevent this, he called on
trade unionists throughout the
state to dedicate ‘“every ounce
of energy, every spare nickel
you can to begin to turn the
country around in 1970 so we
can turn the Presidency around
in 1972.”

In an obvious reference to the
vast financial resources avail-
able to some conservative can-
didates, Unruh pointed out that
there is no way that candidates
seeking to protect the public
interest can raise sufficient
money to compete on a media
basis with them.

The only way progressive can-
didates can win, he suggested, is
to ““take politics back to the pre-
cincts.”

In introducing Unruh, John F.
Henning, Executive Secretary-
Treasurer of the California La-
bor Federation, AFL-CIO, urged
the assembled . abor leaders to

do everything possible to sup-
port Unruh’s candidacy.

‘“We need a man who will stop
the war on the university stu-
dents of this state,” Henning
said.

“Jess Unruh has the experi-
ence, the maturity, and the pro-
gressive philosophy’” that a
Governor of California needs,
he added.

The three-day joint confer-
ence, which ended Wednesday,
was sponsored by the California
Labor Federation and the State
Building and Construction
Trades Council of California.

Reagan Urged To Set Up Panel To Meet School Crisis

Appointment of a broadly
based committee to meet the
state’s educational crisis is be-
ing urged by John F, Henning,
Executive Secretary - Treasurer
of the California Labor Federa-
tion, AFL-CIO.

In view of the closure of the
state’s universities and colleges
last week in the wake of the
Kent State tragedy, Henning
wired Governor Reagan last
Saturday to urge him to ap-
point a committee of up to 25
people to cope with the crisis.

He suggested the committee
should include representatives
of labor, the business communi-
ty, the minority community, the
news media, the legislature, the
religious community and the
educational community, includ-
ing student and faculty spokes-
men.

In elaborating on his sug-
gestion in an address to the an-
nual convention of the Cali-
fornia Labor Press Association
at the Del Coronado Hotel in
Coronado, Henning said that
the state’s current educational
crisis “is too much for the ca-
pacity of any one man to solve
—too much for any man who
holds that office whether it
would be the present Governor
or either of the Democratic as-
pirants.”

Earlier in his speech, Hen-
ning had reminded the labor
editors that their mission, un-
like that of the commercial
press, is “to instruct as wel] as
to report” and he suggested
that the workers of California
and the nation at large need to
be informed that the current

“runaway inflation” is “profit
inflation” and that the blame
for it belongs at the door of the
national administration and the
nation’s corporate community.

“What are the two historic,
classical causes of inflation?”
he asked.

“Shortage of goods, shortage
of workers. . . .

“We have no shortage of
goods. We have an abundance
—a surplus of goods,” he said.

“Shortage of workers? That
is also a handmaiden of total
war,” he declared.

But he pointed out that there
are almost four million jobless
workers nationally and that
half a million were jobless in
California as of February.

“There is no shortage of
workers,” he said.

“So the inflation that is the
burden of our country today is
not the classical inflation of
America nor of continental his-
tory. Not at all. It’s profit infla-
tion,” Henning explained.

This is reflected in the fact
that between 1960 and 1969
corporate profits after taxes in-
creased 94 percent. while the
weekly average take home pay
of workers after taxes increased
only 35 percent, he noted,

And that, he said is why
the origins of the nation’s ur-
ban crisis are with the Admin-
istration in Washington which
decided to slow the eccnomy by
monetary and fiscal means,

In fact, Henning said:

“We can’t really appreciate
the nature of the urban ecrisis
unless we understand that the
urban crisis is Richard Nixon.

—t e

The urban crisis is Spiro Ag-
new, And the urban ecrisis is
Ronald Reagan.

“Their policies represent eco-
nemic recession, social anarchy.
And the burden of economic re-
cession and the terrors of so-
cial anarchy fall most severely
upon urban America,” he noted.

The three-day labor editors’
conference included a workshop
on layout and a special critique
of individual labor publications
by Al Fortune, art director of
Oxford Press, and a panel dis-
cussion on the urban crisis last
Saturday afternoon.

The conference, which attrac-
ted more than 40 labor editors
from throughout the state, con-
cluded following a business ses-
sion last Sunday morning.

Assembly 0Ks Fed’s
Food Additive Bill

AB 565, a consumer protection
bill sponsored by the California
Labor Federation which would
require restaurant menus to in-
dicate if chemical tenderizers
are added to food sold, has been
approved by the Assembly by
a 52 to 1 vote and sent to the
Senate.

John W. Meritt, secretary of
the California State Council of
Culinary Workers, and the staff
of the California Labor Federa-
tion have worked for some time
to develop affirmative support
for AB 565.

The bill’s author, Assembly-
woman Yvonne Brathwaite, (D-
Los Angeles) has also been most
effective in spearheading the
move to win passage of AB 565.



