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Church Group
Supports Federal
Reclamation Law

In adopting a far-reaching
resolution on conservation and
land use problems in Califor-
nia earlier this month, the
Board of Directors of the
Northern California Council of
Churches called upon the fed-
eral government, “To enforce
reclamation law vigorously with
its present acreage limitation

. . including federal purchase
of all lands in excess of that
provided under the ¢‘160-acre’
limitation clause of the law.”

The church group, which rep-
resents Protestant denomina-
tions from Kern County to the
Oregon border, acted upon a
resolution drafted by its Com-
mission on the Church and Eco-

(Continued on Page 4)

New "G:4. Bill'
Urged for
Nation

The Carnegie Commission on
Higher Education two weeks
ago urged the federal govern-
ment to enact a “civilian bill of
educational rights” and help
one million students from low
income families enter college by
giving them scholarships over
the next 10 years.

The Commission, whose chair-
man is Clark Kerr, former pres-
ident of the University of Cali-
fornia ousted by Governor Rea-
gan in early 1967, pointed out
that while federal aid to higher
education now amounts to near-
1y $3.5 billion a year, this fig-
ure must be raised to more than

(Continued on Page 3)

Happy
New

Shultz Gives

Views on Labor

George P. Shultz, who will be
Secretary of Labor in the Nixon
Cabinet, doesn’t think his job
description requires him to in-
tervene in every big labor-man-
agement dispute.

Pres.-elect Nixon said in his
television introduction of his
Cabinet appointees that Shultz
“may be able to mediate some
of the devastating labor-man-
agement crises” before they
reach the strike stage.

But Shultz told a news con-
ference that disputes in which
he gets personally involved will,
he hopes, be “few and far be-
tween.”

His own belief, Shultz said,
is that unions and management

(Continued on Page 3)

Urban Housing Needs
Demand Top Priority

The President’s National Commission on Urban Prob-
lems has called on the nation to “put housing on the front
burner” by immediately expanding five-fold the number
of homes built for low and moderate income families.

The 14-member panel, which was headed by former

Senator Paul Douglas of Illi-
nois, and included labor repre-
sentation, said that at least 500,
000 housing units for low and
moderate income families must
be built each year. The Com-
mission also urged that total
housing units built be increased
from the current rate of about
1.5 million a year to over 2
million.

The panel noted that not even
the goals of the Housing Act of
1949 have so far been met and
that the federal government,
ironically, has torn down more
housing units than it has built

(Continued on Page 2)

Big Farm Group Opposes
Limitation on Hand Outs

The American Farm Bureau
Federation, which claims to be
the nation’s largest farm organ-
ization, wound up its 50th an-
nual meeting recently by bury-
ing under an avalanche of
“No” votes a proposal to re-
commend to the federal govern-
ment that a ceiling of $20,000 a
year be placed on government
cash payments to any single
farmer.

The Farm Bureau Federation
for years has stated it is op-
posed to government cash pay-
ment systems under which cer-
tain corporate farms in Califor-
nia and elsewhere in past years
have received over one million
dollars a year. However, when
an amendment was offered to
put the Farm Bureau on record

for a $20,000 limitation that
would be decreased in stages
to no payments, the effort was
widely opposed.

Supporters of the amendment
to put a ceiling on cash
payments stated they wished to
put the Farm Bureau on record
in favor of its professed objec-
tive of phasing out government
aid to agriculture and going to
a supply and demand market
system after a transition period.
When put to the test, however,
members of the Farm Bureau
apparently felt that this would
be a little too risky after all.

While refusing to go on rec-
ord against this subsidy pro-
gram, delegates to the Farm
Bureau Federation’s convention

(Continued on Page 3)
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Ag Department
Blasied on Handling

Food for Poor

The U. S. Department of Ag-
riculture conceded under sharp
questioning before the U. S.
Senate Select Committee on
Nutrition and Human Needs
last week that it employed a
full-time expert to help hungry
persons in nations abroad, but
only employed a part-time con-
sultant on programs to help
feed hungry -citizens in the
United States.

This startling revelation came
to the surface when Dr. Aaron
Altschul told U. S. Senate in-
vestigators that he had been

(Continued on Page 2)

Employment and
Earnings End Year
At Record Level

The trend in employment and
factory workers’ earnings in
California throughout 1968 was
sharply upward. The substan-
tial growth in non-farm employ-
ment occurred despite cutbacks
in the aerospace industry, The
rise in the average hourly earn-
ings of factory workers, how-
ever, was counteracted by in-
flation and an increase in taxes.
The result was that the “real”
buying power of factory work-
ers’ earnings did not improve
over-the-year.

Non-agricultural wage and
salary worker employment in

(Continued on Page 4)



Ag Department
Blasted on Handling
Food for Poor

(Continued from Page 1)
employed by the Department of
Agriculture as a special assist-
ant for international nutrition
improvement, but that only a
part-time assistant had been em-
ployed for about a year to help
improve domestic nutrition. Dr.
Altschul furthed noted that the
Agriculture Department had de-
veloped several high protein
food products that are being
used in nations abroad but that
only within the last nine
months had the federal govern-
ment’s war on poverty agency,
the Office of Economic Oppor-
tunity, begun to develop a sim-
ilar program for the United
States.

Several Committee members,
after hearing once again how
the U. S. Department of Agri-
culture has overlooked, or
avoided, truly helping poor peo-
ple in the United States, de-
manded that food programs for
the hungry in this nation be
transferred to another agency.

The unresponsiveness of the
Agriculture Department to the
nation’s needs was graphically
demonstrated when Senator Jo-
seph Clark (D) of Pennsylvania
asked, “How did the Agricul-
ture Department bureaucracy
get in the position of doing this
for foreign countries and noth-
ing domestically? What is the
matter with the Agriculture De-
partment?”

Dr. Altschul’s lame response
was, “I don’t think that I am
the one to answer that ques-
tion.”

Senator Walter Mondale (D)
of Minnesota, after expressing
concern that newly developed
protein-fortified foods were be-
ing “used for starving children
around the world but not for
our own,” stated that the U. S.
Congress was largely at fault

for not providing enough money

to pay for the domestic pro-
grams it says it believes in.

Summing up the feelings of
many, Mondale noted, “We au-
thorize dreams and approprlate
peanuts. There is more than
enough blame for all of us.”

Urban Housing Needs
Demand Top Priority

(Continued from Page 1)
over the past 10 years.

The Commission’s sweeping
report to the President dealt
with a wide range of urban
problems effecting the nation’s
ability to meet housing needs.

The panel recommended
more than 100 specific changes
in such areas as thc need for
uniform standards for local
building codes, zoning and land
use, restructing of local govern-
ment, construction industry
practices, taxation and finane-
ing.

In strong language, the Com-
mission said in its summary “if
there is a sense of urgency and
alarm in our report and in our
recommendations, it is because
the Commission saw the cities
of our country first-hand.

“The Commission members
certainly were not less con-
cerned or knowledgeable than
the average citizen, but after
our inspections, hearings and
research studies, we found con-
ditions much worse, more wide-
spread and more explosive than
any of us had thought.”

The urgent tone of the Com-
mission’s report was expressed
in its finding that “about a third
of the families of the nation
cannot buy or rent decent hous-
ing at market rates by paying
a reasonable proportion of their
income.” The panel declared
that the nation “must focus our
housing programs on housing
for poor people.”

They called for giving local
authorities “the tools and the
money” to get the job done,
urged an expanded role for the
states, simpler federal pro-
grams and speedier processing
by federal agencies, and urged
the utmost cooperation from
private industry but went on to
note that “if all these fail to
bring an abundance of housing
for poor people, then we be-
lieve that the government must
become the builder of last re-
sort.”

The Commission summarized
its major goals as follows:

o Development of programs
to produce at least five times
the present annual number of
low-income housing units.

o Development of a mechan-
ism that would provxde regional
and state unifdrinity in-building

codes and a system to develop
standards that will be more hos-
pitable to the research, testing
and application of new building
materials and methods.

e New efforts to reduce hous-
ing costs, including greater use
of industrialized building meth-
ods, reduction of restrictive
practices, new methods for low-
ering land costs and ways to re-
duce the expense of title
searches and other -closing
costs. )

e Development of incentives
to encourage larger units of lo-
cal government so effective, ef-
ficient home rule becomes pos-
sible. The Commission went on
to say in this regard that the
federal government cannot and
should not attempt to solve all
urban problems.

o Creation of new sources of
tax revenues in order to meet
urban housing and community
needs.

o Development of new zoning
proposals and land use tech-
niques designed to encourage
more orderly urban growth.

o The Commission also came
out in support of a revenue
sharing plan that would give
credit to state-local tax efforts
and that would provide for
larger urban governments to
obtain their share of this rev-
enue directly from the federal
government without having to
go through their state capitols;
streamlining the property tax;
and new efforts to syphon off
more of the benefits of com-
munity created land values for
public purposes.

Clearly the Commission’s re-
port seemed designed to stim-
ulate extensive discussion re-
garding ways to solve the na-
tion’s housing and urban crises.

Its plan for revenue sharing
through “block” federal grants
to states and cities, for exam-
ple, is strongly opposed by the
AFL-CIO and brought a sharp
rebuttal from Wilbur Cohen,
Secretary of Health, Education
and Welfare.

Cohen said that such a sys-
tem is not “sound economics.”
It is wrong, he said, for the fed-
eral government to bear the
burden of tax-collecting and
then turn the funds over to the
states “to spend as they wish
without a definition of national
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Right Wing_ Rallies
To New Cry
- Eat Grapes

The American Farm Bureau:’
Federation, the National Right-"
to-Work Committee and the:
John Birch Society have called
on their members to eat all
the California grapes they can
stuff down.

The goal is to break the AFL-
CIO United Farm Workers Or-
ganizing Committee, whose na-.
tional boycott of struck Cali-
fornia table grapes has the
solid support of the trade union
movement and the endorse-
ment of leading church groups.

At the Kansas City conven-.
tion of the Farm Bureau, Presi-
dent Charles B. Shuman called
for a counter-boycott of food
stores which have stopped car-
rying California grapes.

“Buy and eat grapes and
have some on your table for
Christmas,” Shuman urged del-
egates,

The pitch to the conserva-
tive big farmers establishments
was that orgamzatlon of grape
workers in California would
spread to farm workers else-
where. Posters in the conven-
tion hall warned, “Grapes to-
day—bread tomorrow.”

Local chapters of the John
Birch Society have held “coun-
ter - picketing” demonstrations
to try to nullify protests against
the sale of California grapes.

And the National Right-to-
Work Committee has a leaflet
it is passing out which terms
the grape boycott a weapon to
bring about “compulsory union-
ism.”

What the “work” committee
doesn’t mention is that the
farm workers aren’t covered by
a law giving them the right to
union organization and collec-
tive bargaining — and that the
refusal of growers to recognize
and bargain with a union is the
cause of the boycott.

priorities.”

The Commission, in submit-
ting its report to the President,
also came out strongly against
proposals such as those put
forth by President-elect Rich-
ard Nixon and his supporters
that would use tax incentives
as a means of spurring greater
participation by private indus-
try in the re-building of ghetto
areas.



Shultz Gives
Views on Labor

(Continued from Page 1)
are the “real experts” and it’s
up to them to work out their
problems,

Where mediation is sought,
he said, the major responsibil-
ity is with the Federal Media-
tion & Conciliation Service and
the National Mediation Board.

Shultz emphasized that most
labor disputes are settled with-
out strikes, but under a free
system of government if people
feel strongly enough about an
issue to strike, “you have to
respect that” decision.

He made clear, however, that
he considers strikes of public
employees in a different cate-
gory. Shultz said he “deplores”
such strikes but believes.pro.b-
lems of collective bargaining in
the public sector deserve care-
ful study.

Shultz, in discussing wage-
price guidelines, noted that sev-
eral years ago he wrote an ar-
ticle “quite skeptical about the
workability and usefulness of
guidelines.”

The Sécretary-designate said
he thought private indust‘ry
should be drawn into j];)b train-
ing programs “as much as pos-
s?l%le?” glgut. he doesn’t thm!{
“we can turn it over to the prl:

. vate sector and just walk away.’

He is a registered Republican
and voted for Nixon,' Shultz
said, “but T'm not a particularly
partisan type.”

So far as relations with the
labor movement are concerned,
Shultz plans to be a “careful
listener” and hopes to devqlop
“3 good cooperative relation-
ship.”

He will try to bring into the
Nixon Cabinet an understand-
ing of “the problems of the
workplace.”

The  Kennedy-Johnson years
in which major manpower pro-
grams have been initiated has
been an era of “fruitful experl-
mentation,” Shultz .said, “a
very worthwhile period.”

Shultz, who has handled oc-
casional Labor Dept. assign-
ments while dean of the Uni-
versity of Chicago School of
Business, had high praise and
. “admiration” for outgoing La-
. bor Sec. Willard Wirtz,

New 'G.l. Bill’
Urged for
Nation

(Continued from Page 1)
$13 billion by 1967 if the na-
tion is to keep step with the
educational needs of its popu-
lation.

Using language that has be-
come familiar to Californians
over the past two years, the
Carnegie Commission report
said that colleges are “being
forced to choose among the al-
ternatives of limiting enroll-
ments, raising tuition fees, post-
poning expansion of new pro-
grams, or allowing quality to
deteriorate,” and went on to ob-
serve that neither state nor pri-
vate contributions will be suf-
ficient to meet the demands of
higher education in future
years.

In specific terms, the Com
mission urged: '

o That the budget for the
present federal educational op-
portunity grant program, which
helps low and middle income
students, be raised from the
present level of $125 million to
$900 million by 1970 and to $1.6
billion by 1976.

e That present work-study
programs, which provide part-
time jobs to students who need
added income to stay in college,
be expanded by raising the
budget level from the current
$140 million to $510 million in
1970 and to $870 million in
1976.

o That a national student
loan bank be created to provide
loans to students of all income
levels. The program would have
a contingent repayment provi-
sion under which the borrower,
depending on his salary after
college graduation, would pay
back a fixed percent of his in-
come over the next 30 to 40
years.

e That supplementary gen-
eral-purpose grants be provided
for all colleges and universities
based on the number of stu-
dents receiving federal aid. The
purpose of this program, the
commission said, would be to
encourage colleges and univer-
sities to enroll more disadvan-
taged youths as well as students
in fields such as science and
teaching where federal scholar-
ships have been provided in the
national interest. The commis-

Big Farm Group Opposes
Limitation on Hand Ouls

(Continued from Page 1)

in Kansas City were quick to
voice their opposition to any
extension of the National Labor
Relations Act to farm workers.
Instead, delegates voted to
“strongly oppose” such an ex-
tension of the nation’s basic
collective bargaining law.

The Farm Bureau also went
on record urging that federal
anti-trust laws be altered “to
prohibit labor union boycotts
against the marketing of any
product or commodity.” The
only type of farm labor legis-
lation that should be enacted,
the Farm Bureau said, should
include prohibitions against
boycotts and “strikes which
would result in loss of perish-
able produects.”

Support of this position also
was voiced by the California

Grape and Tree Fruit League,
an organization which has op-
posed, in numerous court bat-
tles over the years, improve-
ments in California’s minimum
wage regulations covering wom-
en and minors in agriculture
and related industries. In a
New York press conference,
Robert Herrick, an official of
the Grape and Tree Fruit
League, stated that a federal
law was necessary to “protect
the perishability of the crop,
the farmers, and retail grocers.”

The Grape and Tree Fruit
League spokesman also urged
enactment of an apparent na-
tional “right-to-work” law, stat-
ing that legislation would be
desirable that would “insure
that the worker had the right
to reject or accept union rep-
resentation.”

sion projected financing for
this effort at $1.1 billion in
1970 and $2.7 billion by 1976.

The commission’s package
proposals also include substan-
tial aid for expansion of college
facilities, including construc-
tion of 500 new two-year com-
munity colleges and 50 four-
year urban colleges by 1976 and
the building of 20 new medical
schools.

Commenting on the program,
Clark Kerr stated that, “it
would not only aid the schools,
but it would throw open college
doors to kids from the lowest-
quarter family income bracket,
who now make up only 7 per-
cent of college students.”

The commission’s program,
the most ambitious ever de-
veloped by a private organiza-
tion to meet the nation’s higher
education needs, got mixed re-
actions from various education-
al groups. Some complained
that new federal aid should go
directly to the colleges and uni-
versities rather than indirectly
through students to the colleges
as proposed by the Carnegie re-
port. However, one well-known
backer praised the report in-
stantly.

Vice President Humphrey, in
announcing his acceptance of
two college teaching posts in
his home state of Minnesota,
stated that he strongly endorsed
the report and would, “as a pri-
vate citizen . . . be doing every-
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thing I can to build public sup-
port for the Carnegie Commis-
sion’s report.”

Contract Approved

The U. S. Department of La-
bor' reports major collective
bargaining settlements were
concluded during the third
quarter of 1968 for about 1,400,
000 workers.

This brings the total number
!mder agreements reached dur-
ing the first nine months of the
year to mnearly 3,400,000,

Listening to Greeley

Americans are still taking
Horace Greeley’s advice. A
Labor Dgpartment report shows
th‘at.durmg the 1950°s a net 3.9-
million people migrated to the
West Coast seeking better jobs.
About 3.1-million settled in
California,

Beware of Laser Jobs

The U. S. Bureau of Labor
Standards reports that in the
ten years since the develop-
ment of the laser, nearly 800
applications have been found
in medicine and industry for
this valuable new tool. But to
stress its potential danger, the
Bureau states that a survey of
laser operations conducted by
the Public Health Service dis-
closed that nearly 38 percent
were considered to be inade-
quately protected.



‘Church Group
Supporis Federal
Reclamation Law

(Continued from Page 1)
nomic Life after hearing
spokesmen from this Commis-
sion and water law experts
point out that reclamation law,
with its 160-acre limitation, pro-
vides a useful mechanism for
preserving agricultural green
belts and open spaces. Oppon-
ents of the measure, chiefly
from the lower San Joaquin
Valley, urged the church body
to take no action but in the
end were defeated.

By adopting the resolution,
the Northern California Coun-
cil of Churches has aligned it-
self with the national AFL-CIO,
the State Federation, and the
Sierra Club and other conser-
vation groups in the continuing
effort to insure that the bene-
fits of large scale public irri-
gation projects go to many re-
cipients rather than a few large
agri-business interests.

In addition to urging that
federal reclamation law be vig-
orously enforced, the resolution
called for:

@® The federal government
to establish a democratic plan-
ning process under which in-
terested parties would partici-
pate in the development of an
overall land-use plan for the
future of the rural and urban
areas where federally-financed
water would be delivered. In
this regard, the resolution
urged that the state legislature,
the state administration, and lo-
cal governments within Califor-
nia help facilitate such a demo-
cratic planning process in coop-
eration with the federal govern-
ment.

® The federal government to
develop, on the basis of an es-
tablished master plan, a policy
for the redistribution of ‘“ex-
cess” lands purchased by it in
parcels which are in keeping
with the original intent of the
federal law.

@ The federal government
‘to create a procedure and sys-
tem by which government pur-
chase and resale of excess lands
would provide funds for Water
Grants for Education and Con-
servation while preserving open
spaces and agricultural green
belts.

In this regard the policy of
the Northern California Coun-
cil of Churches was similar to

Natural Resources Are for All, Labor Says

The nation’s natural re-
sources should be ‘“conserved
for the longrun good of all
rather than the shortrun bene-
fit of special interest groups,”
according to AFL-CIO trade
unionists in ‘California,

Pledging support for the de-
velopment of an overall natural
resources policy designed to
combat air and water pollution
and bring about more effective
enforcement of federal recla-
mation law, delegates from
AFL-CIO unions from through-
out the state adopted a policy
statement on natural resources
at their convention in Sacra-
mento late last month that:

® Calls on the federal gov-
ernment to promote long-range
planning and development of
efforts at all levels of govern-
ment to acquire recreational
land, particularly in and around
urban areas.

® Favors federal action to
curb speculation in land values
and suggests that the federal
reclamation law would be a use-
ful regional planning instru-
ment.

While acknowledging that the
enactment of the Clean Air Act
and amendments to the federal
Water Pollution Control Act
represent notable forward steps,
the statement said that “in-
creased efforts must be made
to develop facilities to handle
and treat municipal and indus-
trial wastes.

It also calls for federal ac-
tion to prevent “foot dragging
by local governments” and
voiced opposition to any “spe-
cial tax or other benefits to

cover the cost to industry of

“controlling air and water pol-

lution.”

The Federation’s pohcy state-
ment said that it is “unfair to
reward those who have polluted
air and water with tax incen-
tives to correct their wrong-
domg ”

It also rapped the U.S. De-
partment of Interior, charging
that it has failed to enforce the
excess land provisions of U.S.
reclamation law.

The position of the state’s
trade unionists is that the gen-
eral public, rather than “well
entrenched landholders,” should
receive the benefits of water
projects constructed under fed-
era] and state auspices and paid
for by public tax monies.

It also charged “large-scale
corporate agriculture, in com-
bination with allies in some
banks and manufacturing con-
cerns” with spearheading ef-
forts to deny bargaining rights
to farm workers and thwart im-
provements in social insurance
legislation that would benefit
all Californians.

The delegates called for
amendment of U.S. Reclamation
Law to provide that “no money
shall be appropriated to build
any water delivery system until
all excess landowners (over 160
acres for any individual; over
320 acres for man and wife)
sign recordable contracts agree-
ing to sell their excess hold-
ings.”

It suggested that such excess
land should be acquired by the
Department of Interior at pre-
project prices so that the land
could be sold to small farmers.

that of the national AFL-CIO.
Last month the AFL-CIO urged
‘that the Federal Water Re-
sources Council, an inter-ag-
ency group administering fed-
eral water policy, to support
‘efforts to allow the federal
government to be empowered
to require through voluntary
sale or by eminent domain
excess lands in federal irriga-
tion projects that are now un-
der construction or in the plan-
ning stage.

In calling for such project
planning and implementation,
the national AFL-CIO stated
that some of the divested lands
should be acquired by state and
local governments for recrea-
tional areas, parks, green belts
and other conservation pur-
poses. This would include ac-

—

quisition of land for schools,
colleges, and other educational
facilities.

AFL-CIO Legislative Director
Andrew J. Biemiller, in calling
for such a program, stated, it
“would receive widespread sup-
port. It is needed to restore
the viability of the federal rec-
lamation program, to revitalize
historic land policy and make
it capable of adaptation to new
needs and situations in the na-
tional interest.”

The AFL-CIO also called
upon the federal government
to adopt a policy of giving large
land holders profiting from
reclamation projects 90 days to
sign contracts complying with
the law’s acreage limitations,
or see the water project termi-
nated.
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Earnings End Year
At Record Level
(Continued from Page 1)
California averaged a record
6,630,000 in 1968, the first time
that the annua] figure has ex-
ceeded the 6% million mark.
This represented a growth over
the 1967 average of about 265,
000—and a rate of increase of
better than four percent. The
over-the-year growth rate in
1968 was one of the most rapid
in the decade.

This year’s leader in terms
of employment growth among
the major industry groups was
wholesale and retail trade,
which accounted for one out of
every four new jobs in the
state.

Government, which has
ranked first in job growth in
recent years, took second place
in 1968, because of a slowdown
in the expansion of civilian per-
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sonnel in federal defense. .

agencies that had begun with

the escalation of the Vietnam )

war.

The year also saw only lim-

ited recovery in construction
industry employment. Con-
struction employment averaged
15,000 jobs higher than in 1967;
however, average construction
employment, at 290,000 work-
ers, was the smallest in the last
10 years, with the exception of
1967.

In terms of earnings, produc-
tion workers averaged a record

$3.45 an hour, 16 cents more.

than in 1967.
This gain in average hourly
earnings pushed the. average

weekly wage for factory work-

ers to a new high of $139.38,
nearly five percent above the
1967 level. This wag the largest
over-the-year percentage in-
crease in more than a decade.
Yet, despite this sizeable in-
crease, the California factory
worker’s weekly paycheck, be-
cause of the combination of
sharp. price increases and in-
creases in taxes, in terms of
“real” earmngs stayed at the
1967 level. .



