
CTAA. TAKESKWAkTE
COMMmE OFF NOOK I
The action of the California Teach-

ers Association in relation to. the
Un-American Activities Comuittee's
recently cancelled witch hunt in the
state school system was branded as
"irresponsible" by Donald Henry,
executive secretary of the California
Federation of Teachers, AFL-CIO.
CTA's executive secretary, Arthur

F. Corey, is generally credited with
having taken committee chairman
Francis E. Walter (D., Pa.) off the
hook by suggesting he submit teach-
ers' names and information to local
school boards for their investigation.
The solon heartily welcomed the op-
portunity to create such local Wal-
ter Committees.
Henry observed that in cooperat-

ing with the "forces in our society
that would make of us all the man-
aged personnel of a bureaucratic
garrison state," the CTA's voice was
the only one raised to encourage the
committee.
Many of the state's most promi-

nent conservative newspapers and
groups were among CTA's sharpest
critics.

Speaking editorially of CTA's pro-
posal, the San Jose News declared,
"We consider that Corey is as wrong
as is the committee, and we say this
without hesitancy and on good and
proper grounds."
The newspaper stated, "For the

usual reasons of gaining headlines,
persons of scholarly stature have
been rendered odious with absolute-
ly no chance of defending them-
selves ... or without the opportunity
of confronting their accusers."
The News stated cancellation of

hearings made it apparent the com-
mittee "does not have the slightest
breath of taint to send along to any
board of education at all." Belittling
the accomplishments of such com-
mittees, it asserted "what the Walter
Committee has succeeded in doing
is an even greater disservice to the
rights of the individual."
The editorial concluded, "Now

the boards, if they receive the infor-
mation, scanty as it surely is, will
hold sessions and the defendants
will have almost no chance to speak
publicly and declare themselves un-
tainted. The whole thing is shock-
ing."
A San Francisco Chronicle edito-

rial ended by stating: "Walter, in
an attempt to save face, proposed to
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LABOR DAY MESSAGE-- 1959
C. J. Haggerty, Secretary-Treasurer

The true significance of Labor Day-marking the long history of un-
paid work, imprisonment and even bloodshed voluntarily sacrificed by men,
women and children to attain a measure of human dignity for all Americans
-is too frequently unknown and unappreciated even by members of the
labor movement itself.
Yet it is this background, partici- so long ago from the representa-

pated in by hundreds of thousands tives of commerce and industry.
of unsung grass-roots leaders over A moment's reflection upon the
many decades, which established monolithic determination of these
the underlying foundation from non-unionized agricultural corpora-
which have flowered California la- tions to maintain the abject poverty
bor's present high levels of wages and degradation of the farm worker
and working conditions. should give pause to those who have

Unfortunately it is not necessary been misled into support of a vin-
to resurrect time-faded memories dictive measure such as Landrum-
in presenting a new generation with Griffin, which President Eisenhower
a picture of the sweat shops and speaks of as a "good beginning" to-
miserable living conditions, the long ward effective "labor reform" legis-
hours and job tenure dependent lation.
completely upon the employer's Labor Day last year occurred
whim, together with the utter lack while the trade union movement
of protections against illness or un- was fighting off attempts in Cali-
employment, which prevailed in in- fornia and other states to tighten
dustry generally prior to the broad Taft-Hartley's shackles by imple-
extension of unionism during the menting that infamous law's stand-
late 1930's. ing invitation to the reintroduction
There is no need for speculation of open shop conditions under the

as to labor's contribution to the na- misleading title of "Right to Work."
tion's well-being for the simple rea- This year the scene has shifted
son that part of the nineteenth cen- largely to the national level and
tury has survived completely in- our holiday will be with us less than
tact and untouched by the collec- a month after the Neanderthal
tive bargaining and legislative ef- thinkers of the NAM and the Cham-
fects of unionism. ber of Commerce have parlayed im-
The vast army of workers in in- proper activities of a small minor-

dustrialized agriculture gives the ity of union leaders into House ap-
nation an objective basis for evalu- proval of the extremely punitive bill
ating the most likely state of con- co-authored by a Michigan Republi-
ditions generally had organized la- can and a Georgia Democrat.
bor remained too weak to win some It clearly does not occur to the
measure of equality in bargaining primitive forces behind Landrum-
with industry. Griffin that the end product of such

Despite the most backward em- legislation will be the touching bff
ployment standards to be found of more turbulent labor relations
anywhere in the economy, the by backing labor into a desperate
Montgomery Street farmers are corner where its very survival-is
chorusing the same warnings of im- threatened.
minent calamity resulting from la- The shortsightedness of too much
bor organization as were heard not (Continued on Page 2)
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of the business community is evi-
dent from the eagerness it has re-
cently displayed for harsh and. dis-

'Postal and Federal
Workers Health

Bill Pushed
House approval of health and

medical care coverage for the fam-
ilies of postal and other federal em-
ployees, similar to existing plans
won in much of industry-, has been
called for in a letter to the state
congressional delegation by Secre-
tary-Treasurer C. J. Haggerty of the
California Labor Federation, AFL-
CIO.
The Senate has already passed a

bill (S. 2162) along these lines. A
similar bill (H.R. 8222) is now await-
ing House action. It would defray
50% of hospitalization plan costs for
postal and federal employees as well
as major medical catastrophe in-
surance coverage.

Acting upon the mandate of the
recent Federation convention, Hag-
gerty pointed out the hardships cre-
ated by illness for such fixed-
income employees "whose earnings
have again fallen considerably be-
hind the cost of living" despite a
substantial rise in their productiv-
ity.
He cited other substandard em-

ployment practices of the federal
government in buttressing the un-
ion's position. These include pay-
ment of straight-time rates for over-
time work by substitute postal em-
ployees and failure to extend com-
pensatory time off when holidays
fall on a Saturday.

Haggerty declared, "It is im-
proper, in our view, that federal
government standards should be
permitted to lag behind those firmly
established in the rest of our econ-
omy."
The postal service's turnover of

personnel is again increasing rap-
idly, with 90% of those who leave
giving inadequate salaries and poor
working conditions as the cause.
The Federation official charged that
such "economies" are false and un-
sound as a heavy turnover is re-
garded as uneconomic in any busi-
ness.

1 AQE I 1-959
c "n~a.tory !ti-iabor legislation.
Only the necessities imposed by the
organization of their labor force
have held in check the bitter opposi-
tion of these groups to any fair shar
ing of the fruits of labor productiv-
ity.
The genuinely enlightened self-

interest of some managements is
itself due in no small measure to
the gradual reorientation achieved
through the collective bargaining
process which was once as univer-
sally resisted in industry as it is
today in agriculture.
Labor Day in 1959 must be the

occasion for a firm rededication by
those millions who recognize organ-
ized labor as the only large-scale so-
cial institution seriously involving
the active participation of millions
of average citizens and, consequent-
ly, the leading force for democracy
and the common good in our nation.

It must the occasion for a sober
reckoning with the dangers lying
ahead and for a serious beginning
toward reexamining our own func-
tioning in terms of how well we
serve the general citizenry, includ-
ing the aged, the handicapped, the
unorganized and the consumer as
well as our own membership. We
must start closing the gaps which
impair our effectiveness in reach-
ing the public with labor's impres-
sive contributions to the health and
security of our economy.
Confronted with a double-

pronged industry offensive, both on
the legislative front and in its har-
dening attitude toward collective
bargaining concessions, organized
labor today faces its greatest chal-
lenge in many years. To meet it,
labor must and will increasingly
discharge its public service obliga-
tions, including its responsibility
for exposing the actual causes of
economic maladjustment such as
administrative pricing.
To cope with the formidable prob-

lems confronting us on this Labor
Day, it will not be enough to sim-
ply delegate more responsibility to
the leadership. The required job
can only be performed by the reali-
zation of greater rank-and-file in-
volvement. In harnessing such addi-
tional participation, labor can bring
about the most effective possible
method of insuring against dishon-
est administration of its affairs.

CTA 'TAKIWAtm.-: ;-
COMMIIEEwOF tWOK.: V:

(Cont.inued frm':Page1- 1)
transmit' -to the school boards; con-
cerned the''names of teachers sub-
poenaed 'so that they'may be initer-
rogated by such' a board, which
would then transmit to the commit-
tee the copy -of the transcript of the
proceedings.'- We would heartily
protest such action. The Un-Ameri-
can Activities Committee would have
no business with such transcripts;
the state is fully capable of running
the public schools."
Commenting on the cancellation,

an American Civil Liberties Union
spokesman stated irreparable in-
jury had already been done to
teachers and to public education in
California. ACLU is currently seek-
ing an injunction to prevent trans-
mittal of names and allegations to
local boards.

California Federation of Teachers'
President Lew Eilerman charged
that CTA had dignified Walter's
"hodge podge of unrelated facts and
stale charges." In challenging CTA
to help bring the real problems of
the schools before the public, the
Federation stated further proceed-
ings before school boards "can only
intimidate and agitate our teaching
staffs, weaken the morale in our
schools and cause general confusion
and unrest in school districts."

We Don't Patronize
Striking department store em-

ployees of the J. M. McDonald Com-
pany in Sacramento won new sup-
port in their fight to gain a standard
union contract when the firm was
placed on the "We Don't Patronize"
list of the California Labor Federa-
tion, AFL-CIO.
Announcing the step, Federation

Secretary-Treasurer C. J. Haggerty
noted that the strike action is now
eleven months old as a result of the
company's stubborn insistence in
negotiations upon open shop condi-
tions and its refusal to grant numer-
ous standard conditions.
AFL-CIO Retail Clerks' Local Un-

ion 588, the only labor organization
involved, won an NLRB representa-
tion election in April, 1958, by a
vote of 15 to 6.

J. M. McDonald Company has been
on the "Unfair" list of the Sacra-
mento-Yolo Counties Central Labor
Council for about seven months.
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Federiton Meet Plots Course on
Economic and Social Issues
! Basic: eeonomic and social welfare issues commanded major attention

from the-2,000--delegates to the recent San Diego convention of the Califor-
nia Labor Federation, AFL-CIO.

Singled out as the primary causes of inflation and economic imbalance
were the Administration's tight money policies and excessive profiteering
resulting from administrative pric-
ing. Illustrative.of the general fail- the drift .and inmdecision can be re-
ure to share the: benefits of higher placed with a dynamic program."
productivity with workers and con-
sumers was the 1000 per cent rise in
U. S. Steel common stock values If the major items of the AFL
since 1949. CIO's comprehensive economic pro-
The convention cautioned that gram were adopted, the convention

heavy pre-strike stockpiling of steel emphasized, the cost would be no
may have exaggerated the degree more than 3 or 4 per cent of the
of our recovery from recession. It present budget. Such costs would
was deeply concerned over persist- be easily recaptured by the added
ent high unemployment despite income produced by an expanding
record production and profit levels. economy.
The reduced purchasing power of Part of the AFL-CIO's program
higher dollar incomes in 1958 was calls for aid to vitally needed public
noted. works construction and to economi-

Tight money and "price stability" cally depressed communities. It de-
boosters were depicted as those who mands various protections against
regard "steelworkers' $3.00 an hour windfall profits from federal con-
as inflationary," while lamenting tracts and representation of consum-
stockholders' higher dividends as in- ers, labor and small business on the
adequate. Charging that high inter- Federal Reserve Board. The need
est rates are clearly inflationary, del- for developing programs to deal
egates called for monetary policies with future recessions is also cited.
to encourage f a s t e r economic California labor warned that auto-
growth. It was observed that the mation could prove a curse unless
Administration's bank -oriented fis- handled wisely through fair sharing
cal policies have reduced the econ- of its benefits, establishment of a
omy's rate of growth and brought 35-hour week and provision of ade-
a record peacetime federal budget quate retraining programs.
deficit of about $13 billion last year. The convention resolved: "There
The cost of the lower growth rate is no excuse and no need for poverty
in the past five years was placed at in America today. We have the man-
$212 billion, or $4200 per family. power, the tools and the industrial

This permanent loss could have know-how to wipe out every last ves-
built a half-million $12,000 homes tige of poverty and economic hard-
and fully equipped hospitals with ship."
900,000 beds, as well as 300,000 new Tax Reliefschool rooms.

In addition, it could have given The Federation condemned the
teachers a $1000 a year raise, while accelerated erosion of the principle
doubling highway construction and of progressive taxation in our fed-
the benefits of Social Security, un- eral tax structure under the Eisen-
employment compensation, veter- hower Administration and the re-
ans, widows and orphans programs. sulting heavier load on lower income
At that, $5 billion would have been groups. In calling for elimination of
left over. the numerous loopholes that now ex-
Even though economists attribute ist for the wealthy, it pointed out

the 1957-58 decline to high interest that the $8 billion thus saved annual-
rates, the Administration boosted ly would make possible long over-
discount rates back to the same lev- due tax relief for low and middle
els recently. incomes.
The Federation concluded: "When Notice was taken of the Adminis-

the liberal leadership decides to tration's lack of interest in plugging
challenge the President directly on tax loopholes while calling for bal-
the 'inflation' and 'spending' issues, ancing the budget through further
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C.O.P.E. Work ...
The passage of punitive labor

legislation bytle, Ho.use .means, 'we
have to doiore' work' to get'ii e
unions involved in the activities of
the Committee on Political Educa-
tion. AFL-CIO President George
Meany told a press conference last
week'.
Meany, after leaving a meeting

of the COpE Administrative Com-
mittee, said methods of improving
political activity had been discussed.
The Committee will come up with a
further report in January.
The emphasis of organized labor's

political activities will remain that
of "educating our people" on the
issues and the candidates. "We have
done this to some extent," Meany
declared, "but we must do more of
it."
The AFL-CIO President said la-

bor had done better in the 1958
elections than in the past, but "by
no means did we win a victory."
As to the relationship between or-

ganized labor and the Democratic
Party, Meany commented that a vic-
tory for the Democrats was not nec-
essarily a victory for labor. "We do
not consider ourselves part of the
Democratic Party and never will,"
he said.

consumer levies such as a 1.5-cent
hike in gasoline taxes.
Even more bitter criticism was ex-

pressed regarding the regressive
state tax structure, which extracts
almost two-thirds of its revenues
from various consumer taxes. Up-
per income groups pay no sales tax
on their savings, but lower income
groups pay it on virtually all their
income. As a result, California's low
and middle income groups pay about
a 150 per cent higher effective tax
rate than that of wealthy residents.
The Federation pledged itself to

a broad program aimed at the ear-
liest possible revision of this uneco-
nomic and inequitable tax structure.

Civil Rights
In a year marking the 150th anni-

versary of Abraham Lincoln's birth,
the AFL-CIO body regretfully noted
the continuing gap between our pro-
fessions and our practices in guaran-
teeing the most elementary civil
rights for all.

Court decisions by themselves, it
observed, are not enough to fulfill
the promise of America. The Fed-

(Continued on Page 4)
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Federation Meet Plots Course on Economic and Social Issues
(Continued from Page 3)

eration severely castigated both the
Administration and Congress for
having failed to provide strong legis-
lation in this area. At the same time,
it recognized that progress in human
relations was ultimately dependent
upon the determined effort of the
American people themselves.

i-t found itself completely in ac-
cord with AFL-CIO President George
Meany's characterization of racial
discrimination as morally reprehen-
sible, politically unjustifiable, eco-
nomically idiotic, and nationally sui-
cidal. It warned that there is a close
link between hate groups such as
the White Citizens Councils and the
drive to destroy unions.

Attention was focused on the vari-
ous ways in which racial discrinmina-
tion works economic injury upon all.
The impact of a cheap labor market
in the South, perpetuated by manip-
ulation of racial discrimination,
upon the livelihoods of textile work-
ers in New England is a classic ex-
ample. Delegates agreed there can
be no real and enduring progress
toward raising living standards so
long as part of our population is not
permitted to share in a better life.

Noting the counterparts in the
North of the South's wholesale de-
nial of civil rights, the Federation
dedicated itself to "balancing our
moral budget" by the complete erad-
ication of discrimination in all phas-
es of our national life.

Endorsing legislative and admin-
istrative actions aimed at dealing
with all civil rights problems, the
convention threw its support behind
the Douglas-Celler bill as the most
desirable civil rights measure now
before Congress. It demanded an
end to the thwarting of true major-
ity rule in Congress through various
undemocratic procedures such as
the filibuster and seniority rule over
committee chairmanships which give
almost dictatorial power to repre-
sentatives of "safe" conservative dis-
tricts.

The widespread pattern of dis-
crimination in housing was de-
nounced as having led California to
a near-equivalent of the school seg-
regation practices below the Mason-
Dixon Line. This practice constitutes
the greatest single barrier to renew-
ing our cities and replacing slums
with decent homes. Forty-five per
cent of a typical city's tax money is
spent in combatting fire, crime, de-
linquency and disease in slum areas
which contribute only 6 per cent of
its tax revenues.

Housing
The Federation saw the recent

veto of the extremely modest hous-
ing bill as a deliberate flaunting of
the will of the people as clearly ex-
pressed last November. It termed
our housing slums "the nation's
foremost unmet material need."
A long-range program involving

two million housing starts annually
for five years, and even more there-
after, was found to be necessary
if we are to make any appreciable
dent in the 17 million dwellings
which have fallen beyond the hope
of rehabilitation.

Despite the obvious need to root
out these expanding rural and urban
breeding places of crime, disease
and ignorance, we built less than
one million units in 1957 and only
slightly more last year. The contin-
uation of this rate of construction
would not even permit us to stand
still in view of population growth
and the regular annual increment
of housing which slides below the
level of decency and safety.
Slum removal is bitterly fought

by landlords to whom the blighted
areas represent a gold mine due to
lax enforcement of building codes
and the lack of alternative housing
accomodations, particularly for
minority groups.

Present governmental housing
programs are serving only the
higher income groups as is evident
from the fact that the average home
being constructed today is saddled
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with a $15,000 price tag. An in-
come in excess of $8,000 a year, en-
joyed by less than 10 percent of the
nation's families is generally re-
garded as necessary to undertake
such a purchase.

In the words of housing expert
Charles Abrams, our official hous-
ing approach smacks of the philos-
ophy of "socialism for the rich and
private enterprise for the poor."

In championing a housing pro-
gram adequate to the nation's
needs, the convention called for
the inclusion of least 200,000 units
under the low-rent public housing
program. It declared that unless we
develop a program of low and mid-
dle income housing, urban rede-
velopment and slum clearance will
be slowed because of the obvious
injustice of forcefully ejecting fam-
ilies from slums into a housing mar-
ket which is beyond their means.

Delegates agreed that until pri-
vate enterprise can make credit and
mortgage arrangements available
on a reasonable basis, it is the gov-
ernments responsibility to fill the
breach for those who are denied the
right to decent housing of their
own.
They expressed the conviction

that a good housing bill will touch
the American economy at more
places and more quickly than any
other action.
The crux of any comprehensive

program which aspires to meeting
our housing needs must be the mid-
dle income families. In California
these are the families with annual
incomes ranging from $4,000 to
$6,000 a year. They constitute al-
most 40 per cent of the nation's
families.

Federal aid to cooperative hous-
ing was also encouraged. This ap-
proach has proved particularly ef-
fective for achieveing good homes
at moderate prices for middle in-
come groups.


