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BEPORT ©OF  "Decisions to do good—to channel efforts
OFFICERS into wise and worthy undertakings—are,
. in the final analysis, meaningless unless an
action program to implement them is conscientiously under-
taken and the objectives reach fruition.

“In a sense this responsibility assumes greater implications
on the eve of the historic merger of the two great American
labor organizations, for we in CIO in California must join
with our AF of L brothers to continue, from a greater position
of strength, the humanitarian and’ liberal philosophy which
guides the program and projects of CIO and organized labor
in general. It therefore follows that California CIO must make
concrete contributions when ‘organized labor officially joins
hands in this State.”

—from Official Call to Sixth Annual Convention
GREETINGS:

This Report, presented to the delegates attending the Sixth
Annual Convention of the CIO-California Industrial Union
Council, represents a resumé of the activities and programs of
the Council since the last Convention.

The officers of the Council have made an effort in this Report
to give an overall picture of the activities and programs of the
Council—supported in these undertakings by its CIO afhiliates
—in various fields of endeavor, and the results of such activities
and programs, particularly on the legislative and political action
fronts.

The information contained herein should serve as a practical
guide to the delegates in formulating the State CIO program
for the months ahead, in determining what areas of activity
should be strengthened and in deciding those policies that
should be reaffirmed or adopted.

It is the sincere hope of the officers that the delegates read
this Report with care and after so doing, express their approval
of the work performed and of the efforts and finances ex-
pended by the California CIO Council.

The work of the past year has been based on Convention
mandates and has reflected itself in the community to the
degree that the CIO voice in California is articulate, meaning-
ful and respected.

It should be noted at the outset that the support and coopera-
tion given by CIO unions and county councils have made the
work and achievements of the CIO State Council possible.
Thanks and appreciation are extended to all CIO groups and
members for their understanding and all-out support.

I. CALIFORNIA ClO-PAC
=3 Election Year: 1954

The previous Report of 1954 detailed the endorsement of
candidates by the State CIO-PAC and the primary and general
elections activities of the Council—auto-typist services to can-
didates, help in political campaign press releases, distribution
of candidate and ballot proposition slate cards, financial contri-
butions, research information to CIO-endorsed candidates, etc.

However, the Report went to press before the November
election results were available for candidates and ballot
propositions.

The following data, prepared by the Department of Educa-
tion and Legislative Research, affords information on how
CIO-PAC candidates fared and the outcome of ballot proposals.
(The Department prepared a detailed report on the results of
every race in the primary and an equally detailed report on

\

each race in the general election; the latter likewise compared
registration, voter participation and candidates’ and party votes
with the primary.)

CIO-PAC SCOREBOARD
CANDIDATIS How did CIO-PAC candidates fare in the
1954 elections? Because the effect of cross ﬁlmg diminished—
mainly due to party identification on the primary ballot—as
compared with the '52 primary election, 95% of CIO-endorsed
candidates were either nominated or re-elected to office. (Fol-
lowing the primary, the California CIO Political Action Com-
mittee, on which all international unions and county councils
have representation, made a few additional endorsements in
districts which had been left “open”.)

Notwithstanding the success of CIO political activity which
resulted in favorable primary results, the CIO scoreboard for
the general election points up harsh realities. Our November
total losses still outnumbered our total gains. While gains were
made in the run-offs, the fact remains that until the liberal-
labor community faces up to the two inter-related deterrents
to victory—paucity of campaign dollars and a lack of year-
round organization of liberals in the field of political action—
the increase in liberal representation will indeed be a slow
process.

It also points up the fact that organized labor cannot do the
job alone. It will take adequately sustained financing and a well-
organized coalition of liberal elements in the. community to
overcome the present minority status liberals now hold in state
government, the state legislature and in the California con-
gressional delegation.

However, gains were made in the state legislature. This
matter is discussed in detail in the section on legislative
activities.

Following is a summary of how CIO-endorsed candidates
fared in the 1954 elections:

8 State-Wide Races (7 partisan; 1 non-partisan)
No. of Races Endorsed

by CIO-PAC CIO-PACWins CIO-PAC Losses
8 out of 8 Primary  2*
General 0 6(75%)
Total 2 (25%)

*CIO-PAC-endorsed candidate, Democratic incumbent Edmund Brown,
won on both primary tickets in the Attorney General race. Non-par-
tisan race for Superintendent of Public Instmctnon was won by in-
cumbent Roy Simpson, endorsed by CIO-PAC.

4 Board of Equalization Races
No. of Races Endorsed
by CIO-PAC CIO-PACWins CIO-PAC Losses
3 out of 4 Primary 1*
General 1 1(33%)
Total 2 (67%)

*Republican incumbent Quinn, endorsed by CIO-PAC, won in pri-
mary—had no opposition on either ticket.

30 Congresssonal Races
No. of Races Endorsed
by CIO-PAC CIO-PACWins CIO-PAC Losses
30 out of 30 Primary = 2*
General 9 19 (63%)
Total 11 (37%)

*Democratic incumbents Clair Engle and John Shelley—endorsed by
CIO-PAC—were re-elected in the primary—Shelley ran unopposed.



20 State Semate Races
No. of Races Endorsed

by CIO-PAC CIO-PACWins CIO-PAC Losses
12 out of 20 Primary 5*
General 3 4(33%)
Total 8 (67%)

*11 out of 20 contests were decided in the primary. 5 incumbents ran

unopposed; 5 incumbents and 1 non-incumbent won both party
nominations. Of the 11 victorious candidates, 5 were endorsed by
CIO-PAC.

80 Assembly Races

No. of Races Endorsed

by CIO-PAC CIO-PACWins CIO-PAC Losses

67outof 80races  Primary  12*
General 24 31 (46%)
Total 36 (54%)

*22 out of 80 races were decided in the primary. 15 incumbents ran
unopposed; 7 won both party nominations. Of the 22 victorious can-
didates, 12 were endorsed by CIO-PAC.

BALLOT PROPOSITIONS  As a result of CIO efforts, some
of the worst ballot measures were defeated and some of the
best were given voter approval. Not only were ballot proposi-
tion slate cards distributed to CIO local unions in bulk and
to CIO families in small quantities, but an additional 250,000
were distributed to campaign headquarters throughout Cal-
ifornia. This, in addition to newspaper ads on some of the
major proposals, represented the most thorough coverage
and dissemination of ballot proposition information conducted
by any organization in the State!

Out of 20 ballot measures, the California CIO Political Ac-
tion Committee took a stand on all 20—15 were supported,

5 were opposed.
Here is the CIO-PAC scoreboard on ballot measures:

Carried Defeated
15 measures supported by CIO-PAC 11 (73%) 4(27%)
5 measures opposed by CIO-PAC 1(20%) 4(80%)

Thus the CIO position was upheld by the voters on 15 out
of 20 measures, representing a 75% favorable win in terms
of measures either supported or opposed by California CIO.

-3 Special Elections: 1955

As this Report goes to press, CIO-PAC is awaiting the out-
come of the September 20th special election in the 4th As-
sembly District (Butte, Sutter and Yuba Counties) to fill
the vacant seat of the late Assemblyman Don Hobbie (R).
CIO support has gone to the Democratic candidate, Arthur
Coats, Jr., former Assemblymen.

A special election in the 31st Senatorial District (Santa
Barbara County) to fill the seat left vacant by the late Repub-
lican Senator Clarence Ward, is' to be held on November 8th.
A decision on a CIO endorsement will be made once the candi-
dates and the programs they espouse are known. In line with
the democratic philosophy of government that a good citizen
is a participating citizen, your CIO Council officers notified
CIO local unions in the area, urging that they register their
unregistered members and their families in order to participate
in the November 8 special election.

(Permit us a parenthetical note at this point—the CIO
State Council office participates actively, on a day-to-day

basis, with those groups, organizations or individuals who
have taken on the task of registering eligible voters to the
end that a porential voter becomes an active voter.)

Two other special elections have been called by the Gov-
ernor for Dec. 6: in the 8th Assembly District (Sacramento)
and the 1st Senatorial District (Lassen, Modoc, Plumas Coun-
ties). Republican Assemblyman Gordon Fluery has been ap-
pointed to a judgeship; death took Democratic Senator Dale
Williams.

Since 1953 the Democrats have been successful in special
elections; consequently the Bourbon Party is anxious to hold
them; the Republicans, obviously, less so.

The most recent example of success for the Demograts was
the May 3, 1955 victory of Fred Farr over ex-Assembly
Speaker James Silliman (R) for the Senate seat from Mont-
erey County. Farr received CIO support. Particularly active
in his campaign were the United Packinghouse Workers in the
area. The physical aid plus the financial assistance given by
the CIO State Council and CIO affiliates helped in the defeat
of a man who is identified with the anti-labor forces in this
State.

This race likewise re-emphasized a point often stated by
your officers: “in a marginal race an extra effort can turn
the tide.” The special election in Monterey County was a
marginal race; the “extra™ effort resulted in Fred Farr edging
out his opponent by 1532 votes—or to put it another way,
newly elected Senator Farr received 53% of the total vote
cast; Silliman, 47 %.

—>» Campaign Funds

The elections alluded to in the foregoing were financed
through the use of two different funds. Support of candidates
for federal office (e.g., Congressmen) came from the Volun-
tary Fund, built up through voluntary PAC dollar donations
of individual union members.

The other fund—the State Election Fund—both in 1954
and 1955 has been largely sustained by the 30¢ per capita
treasury contributions by local unions. The 30¢ appeal in
both years has been the result of an Executive Board decision.
Without this treasury money, it would have been impos-
sible to have printed the ballot proposition slate cards, the
newspaper ads on some of the measures and to have made
comtributions to state candidates (state offices from Governor
down through the Assembly districts).

The Executive Board joins with the officers in acknow-
ledging in this Report appreciation to the local unions that
have supported the State Election Fund through this special
per capita appeal.

With the 1956 elections approaching, the urgency of
building up both the Voluntary and State Election Funds
becomes self-evident. CIO made notable gains in the 1953
special elections and 1954 election of state legislators—these
gains reflected themselves in the 1955 session. (See “Legis-
lative Activities” for report on session.) The present status
of these Funds and the record of the unions contributing to
them are contained in the Financial Report to be found in
the Convention kit.

-3 Tools Used in CIO-PAC Work

The 1954 Officers Report detailed the many practical “tools”
used by the Council in its political work—both during and
between campaigns. However, for the benefit of delegates



attending a CIO State Convention for the first time, the
officers feel it incumbent to reiterate the work performed
and the “tools” used by the Council in support of candidates
and issues. Also this will afford a thumbnail sketch preview
of the Council’s activities during the 1956 election year.

AUTO-TYPIST SERVICE TO CIO-ENDORSED
CANDIDATES

With 6 auto-typist machines (3 in the State Council office
in Los Angeles and 3 in the Oakland office of the Council)
which produce “personally-typed” letters, CIO-PAC candi-
-dates have been offered an invaluable service in sending out
hundreds of thousands of letters, appealing for funds and/or
campaign workers and in sending special letters to professional
groups.

In addition, both offices of the Council have handled vol-
umes of “thank you™ letters sent out by candidates to both
campaign workers and contributors.

One of the most important things a candidate needs is a
political secretary. Most cannot afford this nor could one
person adequately or physically handle thousands of personally
typed letters. The CIO auto-typist service has met this
problem and, in the final analysis, represents additional finan-
cial contributions given by CIO to its endorsed candidates.

That the service, in addition to direct financial contributions,
has meant a great deal in the effectiveness of their campaigns,
is told by the candidates themselves. Your attention is directed

to Appendix I where a few of the candidates’ comments can
be read.

NAMES OF CONTRIBUTORS AND WORKERS
GIVEN CANDIDATES

A combination of gummed tape, an addressograph machine
and names on addressograph plates add up to an important
and helpful contribution to CIO-PAC candidates. Since 1952
the Council has methodically and painstakingly collected and
placed on plates and in a card file, the names and addresses
of persons active in the campaign of liberal candidates—persons
within and outside of CIO.

This is one example of the year 'round attemtion given by
your Council to political action. During 1955, the thousands
of new names collected from the 1954 campaigns have been
processed and placed in their proper file by assembly disrtict.

Long before a primary and awaiting CIO endorsements,

the staff runs off these names on gummed tape by assembly
districts so that CIO-PAC candidates will have a base of
names from which to secure workers and obtain financial
help. Thus, in 1956 all CIO-endored candidates will receive
their respective lists of names early in the campaign days;
all they need do is to cut the tape then place each name and
address on an envelope for a letter mailing or on a postcard.

PRESS RELEASE WORK

As in 1954, the Council office anticipates being the “nerve”
center during the ’56 elections in another phase of the candi-
dates’ communication needs or problems.

Very few new candidates or campaign committees start
out in a campaign with a knowledge of the minority and
community newspapers which exist along with the metro-
politan papers, radio and TV stations.

The Council office has on plates a list of approximately 900
papers, radio and TV stations. Community papers are broken

down by assembly districts—this has been of beneficial and
practical help to our local candidates in disseminating press
releases within their given communities as well as to the
metropolitan press, radio and TV. The entire list has been
used extensively and intensively by statewide candidates who
have received CIO endorsement.

FACTUAL TOOLS

On a year 'round basis, the Department of Education and
Legislative Research distributes factual material to PAC
chairmen, political clubs and politically active citizens. In
addition, the congressional and state legislative delegations
are kept informed of the CIO position on national and state
issues—issues which play a prominent role during political
campaigns and in which CIO endorsements predominantly
depend.

Materials such as the National CIO Economic Owutlook and
material prepared by the Council office, including the News-
letter, are disseminated to the political community and law
makers. This is another example of the State Council’s day-
by-day approach to a 365 days-a-year political action program.

The many issues on which CIO attempts to keep its mem-
bers and the community apprised form the basis on which
the CIO-PAC candidate. questionnaires are prepared. The
CIO position on these issues has been determined by Conven-
tion action—on the national and state levels. These endorse-
ments are made according to the legislative program or
“legislative yardstick” adopted through democratic CIO con-
vention decisions.

> Participation in Party Affairs

In line with CIO-PAC policy to participate in the affairs
of the two major political parties, the Council arranged to
have the UAW Education Director of Southern California
and the Northern California Director of CWA appear before
the California Republican Assembly meeting in Stockton dut-
ing December of 1954. The two CIO spokesmen presented
the views of CIO and organized labor in general to the Labor
Committee of the Republican Assembly. Specifically, the two
spokesmen presented the CIO position on the so-called “Right-
to-Work” proposals, the guaranteed annual wage, the eight
hour day and equal pay for women.

The significance of this type of activity can be found in
the comments of the CWA spokesman who wrote to your
Council officers that “it was apparent from some of the
questions asked ... most of the audience as well as some of
the Committee were completely uninformed as to how unions
operated, what union security is, and how union security is
obtained...” He went on to say: “It is my impression that
this is the first time any labor people have appeared before
this group...and I feel that it certainly was worth our time
to appear The lack of knowledge of the objectives and opera-
tion of unions as indicated by their questions and comments...
certainly reveals a wide area for further educational work.”

It is this type of activity that will “educate” both political
patties not only to trade unionism but also will help clarify
in their minds why labor is and must be active in the political

_life of the community, state, nation and world.

Another phase of this participation in the political affairs
of both parties was the support given to the two Democratic
dinners held in Northern and Southern California, respectively.

Another example is the appearance of CIO State Council
officers or their representatives before both political and civic



meetings to present the CIO program and recommendations
on issues which are confronting both parties.

These are just a few examples of the CIO Council program—
in line with CIO-PAC policy to participate in the affairs of
the major political parties.

il. LEGISLATIVE ACTIVITIES

% on the state level
¥ on the national level

=3 On the State Level
COMPOSITION OF LEGISLATURE

When the 1955 regular session of the legislature convened,
the Republicans again organized both houses of the legislature,
just as they have done since 1943.

As an historical legislative note, the GOP has always main-
tained control of the Senate even when a Democratic Gov-
ernor, Culbert Olson, took over the gubernatorial reins in
1939. At the time, only 18 Democrats sat in the Senate (back
in "31, they could count only 3 members in the upper house!).

The Democrats lost control of the Assembly in 1943 when
Earl Warren was first elected. Since that time both houses
have been under GOP stewardship.

However, Democrats made gains in the 1953 special and
the 1954 general elections, so that when the ’55 session began
they had garnered 5 additional seats in each house.

At the beginning of the session the original line-up of party
representation was as follows:

STATE SENATE ASSEMBLY
24 Republicans 47 Republicans
16 Democrats 32 Democrats
— 1 Vacancy
40 Total —

80 Total

Resignations or deaths created 4 additional vacant Assembly
seats, all previously held by Republicans, and 2 vacant Senate
seats; the latter were held by a Democrat and Republican,
respectively.

The 4th District seat is to be filled at a special election on
September 20. The district was formerly represented by the
late Don Hobbie (R).

As this Report goes to press these Assembly seats are vacant
for the reasons noted:

DISTRICT COUNTY
8 Sacramento

REASON FOR VACANCY
Gordon Fleury (R) resigned to
become a Supetior Court Judge.
Special election has been called
for December 6.

Daniel Creedon (R) resigned
to serve as a lobbyist for the
California Brewers’ Institute.

25 San Mateo

35 Tulare Roscoe Patterson (R) died
shortly after ’55 session.
75 Orange Leroy E. Lyon, Jr. (R) resigned

to become lobbyist for the rail-
road interests.

The following Senate seats are vacant for the reasons noted:
DISTRICT COUNTY REASON FOR VACANCY
1 Lassen, Modoc, Dale Williams (D) died during

Plumas the session. Special election has
. been called for December 6.
31 Santa Batbara  Clarence Ward (R) also died.

Special election has been called
for November 8.

The number of vacancies that have occurred is an all time
high.

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE 1955 CALIFORNIA
LEGISLATIVE SESSION

A sizeable number of liberal and practical measures spon-
sored or supported by the California CIO Council were drop-
ped in the hopper.

Taking all factors into account, the 1955 session can be
summed up as the best session since 1939 in the field of
monetary gains for labor.

Compared with the last regular session in 1953—or going
all the way back to 1939—the special session in 1954 and
the 1955 regular session, provided greater “bread and butter”
gains for labor. Increased benefits totaling over $42 million
come in the form of increases in old age assistance, workmen’s
compensation, unemployment and disability insurance and
other related legislation. Of the $8.00 per week increase in
unemployment insurance, $5.00 was obtained in the special
session. Unlike other sessions in recent years, civil rights and
civil liberties legislative battles took on a more positive aspect.

Bills designed to destroy unions or put them in a legal
straightjacket never really got rolling. In general the “political
atmosphere” around the legislative halls was a substantial
improvement over the 1953 session which we characterized
two years ago as “the worst in 20 years.”

On the other hand the 1955 legislative session had a lot
in common with many recent legislative sessions. The legis-
lators were bogged down considering thousands of bills deal-
ing with minute details concerning various problems in the
State. The majority of the legislature never really faced up to
the major issues of taxes, schools, election reforms, health in-
surance, transportation, structural reform in government, econ-
omy in government, development of natural resources, water
and power—to mention a few of the issues whose solutions
cannot be postponed indefinitely.

Yet this failure to find solutions to major problems of our
State lies more at the doorstep of the majority of the people

who take no interest in the issues rather than the legislators
bogged down in minutiae.

While the 1955 session chalked up a sizeable number of
deadlocks and compromises, accompanied by pangs of frustra-
tion, on a comparative basis labor-sponsored legislation
received better treatment during the recently adjourned ses-
sion than at any session in recent years.

Perhaps a major reason for this is the fact that:the Demo-
crats, while still in the minority in both houses, have been
gaining both in numbers and influence. This factor plus an
increase in the number of liberal Republicans made possible
the passage of some significant liberal measures by the
Assembly.

The complexion of the Senate has been turning increasingly
more liberal in recent years, both through Democratic victor-



ies at the polls and through a growing recognition among
younger Republican members that a solid right wing voting
record is becoming a one-way street to political oblivion.

And the Assembly—where liberal influences are becoming
dominant—is getting more adept at outsmarting the Senate.
The lower house has adopted the device of amending its own
proposals into Senate-passed bills and then sending them
back to the upper house floor for concurrence.

This somewhat round-about method has the virtue of by-
passing the predominately conservative Senate Finance and
Labor Committees, thus presenting the issues directly to
the Senate as a whole.

[PENSIONS =3 It was this very tactic that won final passage
of the $5 across-the-board increase in monthly old age
pensions in the final hour of the session. (The bill in its
original form sought a $20 increase—i.e., to boost the maxi-
mum pension from $80 to $100, the latter figure having
been supported by CIO for several years.)

Earlier in the session, the Assembly had passed the $5 across-
the-board increase but the bill, by Assemblyman Charles Wil-
son (D) of Los Angeles, had been blocked by the powerful
Senate Finance Committee. The Finance group, instead, sent
out a measure to grant the $5 increase only to pensioners with
special medical needs.

The -architect of the Senate bill was Senator John Murdy,
Jr., an arch-conservative Orange County Republican.

The lower house sat on the Murdy bill until late Wednes-
day (June 8), then amended the provisions of the Wilson
bill into it and returned it to the Senate floor for concurrence.

When the bill was called up for floor action at 11:00 p.m.,
Murdy asked that concurrence be denied. On the first roll
call the vote was 21 to 16 for concurrence.

Then all those who voted “no”—with the exception of
Murdy—apparently realizing the political liability of their
action, switched over to the winning side.

Governor Knight has signed the bill. This means an ad-
ditional 14 million dollars annually in benefits to the aged.

Also on the plus side, was passage of a measure to grant
old age pension rights to aliens, formerly ineligible for citizen-
ship but now eligible, who have lived in the United States
for 25 years.

There was a debit side, however, in pension legislation.
Efforts, supported by CIO, to repeal the relatives’ respon-
sibility law failed.

Another setback came when the Senate Social Welfare
Committee turned down the federal-state program to pay a
$75 monthly stipend to the totally and permanently dis-
abled. 38 states now participate in this program.

WOREER INSURANCE « In all three worker insurance
programs CIO sought a $50 maximum. The final outcome
was that increases were made but below the goal set by labor.
Increases in all three programs made a legislative “first”—this
is the first instance in which all insurance programs have come
in for increases at the same session.

The following proposals have been signed into law by
Governor Knight:

1. Unemployment Insurance—Increases maximum weekly
unemployment insurance benefits from $30 to $33. In order to

be eligible for benefits the base period earnings must be $600
instead of $300; in addition, in order to receive the new $33
maximum, the high quarterly earnings have been upped
from $780 to $840. The improved increment schedule for
determining the amount of unemployment insurance benefits
will mean millions of dollars of more benefits to the unem-
ployed. Penalties have been increased: a person charged with
making a fraudulent claim will be penalized by denial of
benefits for 52 weeks. Those charged with refusing “suitable
employment” will be denied benefits from one to ten weeks;
previously, it was one to five weeks.

These were compromise terms agreed to as a result of a
stalemate on the original measure, AB 1370 by Assemblymen
Donald Doyle (R), S. C. Masterson (D), and William
Munnell (D). The bill originally provided for a $50 a week
ceiling as advocated by the CIO.

In the April 13, 1955, issue of the Council Newsletter, your
legislative representative made the following observations in
his article, “Stalemate Produces Compromise!”:

“Based on current and recent unemployment, the provisions
of AB 1370 will mean about three to three and a half million
dollars more in total annual payments to the unemployed,
including CIO members. Substantially over 90% of unem-
ployed CIO members will eventually fall in the $27 to $33
brackets. In fact, more than a majority of all unemployed
workers will benefit from the revised increment schedule. How-
ever, the Department of Employment estimates that AB 1370
(as amended) would save two million dollars in pay out from
26,000 persons who earn less than $600.00 in the base period
year. It is, of course, difficult to argue that persons earning less
than $600.00 a year are regularly in the labor market. Even
when the Unemployment Insurance Act was passed in 1939
(New Deal period) a higher percentage was disqualified for
lack of earnings. Inflation and the steady rise in wage earnings
have consistently lowered this percentage since then.

“As part of the compromise a lot of bad bills by Assembly-
man Levering and others were dropped. These included pro-
visions for severe disqualifications for voluntary quits, for
withholding ‘all’ material facts, for permitting the Director of
Employment to upset appeals Board decisions, disqualifying
workers during period of receipt of severance pay, disqualify-
ing those temporarily ‘suspended’ for misconduct, lowering
the tax schedule on employers and jeopardizing the solvency
of the Fund, changing the base period earning requirements
to the disadvantage of all workers regardless of the amount
of earnings, and a host of other ideas dreamed up by employer
lobbyists to depnve workers of benefits and lessen the taxes
of the corporations. Also, into the discard for this s&ssnon ‘went
a lot of good bills supported by labor.

“The question is asked—was the compromise worthwhile?

“The answer depends on whether you look at the situation
from a short or a long range viewpoint.

“For workers regularly in the labor market and who are
unfortunate enough to be unemployed in the two year period
just ahead it means more jobless pay—three dollars a week
more—about $13.00 a month—and that’s bread and butter to
the unemployed family.

“However, persomally 1 felt it would have been better to
have pushed for a roll call vote on the $50.00 jobless pay bill
and thereby dramatized the issue for the 1956 elections. Most



of those who opposed the $50.00 maximum, extended cover-
age and other needed benefits sought by labor are the same
legislators who block other needed progressive legislation. As
it is—in the words of Assemblyman Levering—all of the mem-
bers of the assembly committee want to become co-authors of
the amended bill. It takes all of the opposition ‘off the hook’
because in the next election they can honestly campaign on
the fact they voted for increased unemployment insurance pay
benefits for the unemployed.

“On the other hand, the fact that the AFL had worked out
the compromise for a $3.00 a week increase for the jobless
made it unwise to create an AFL-CIO split—at a time when
the historic merger of the labor movement is taking place and
in recognition of the fact that in California the AFL is the
substantially larger portion of the labor movement.

“Certainly, if the compromise had been rejected, under the
voting alignments existing in the present legislature the stale-
mate would have continued and no improvement in unem-
ployment insurance benefits would have passed this session.
Both sides have enough supporting votes to stop opposition
proposals to change unemployment insurance legislation—for
better or for worse in 1955.

“In this sense the stalemate proves to be worth a $3.00 per
week increase.”

2. Unemployment Disability Insurance—Maximum benefits
were increased $5 by the legislature, from $35 to $40. This
insurance program provides for non-occupational illness or
injury.

The legislative goal of CIO was to liberalize the Act, deemed
necessary by the changes in wage and price structures, to
include: '

1. an increase in the maximum weekly benefit from $35
to $50,

2. an increase in hospital benefits from $10 for 12 days to
$15 for 15 days,

3. an increase in the tax wage base from $3600 to $4200,

4. removal of the waiting period if a disability lasts longer
than 7 days, and

5. provision for pregnancy benefits for a maximum of 42
days.

The latter four objectives failed passage; the increase of $5,
of course, did not measure up to the payment schedules which
should have been adopted to bring the Act up to date with
the economic realities of every day living.

The Act was changed for the better by a provision that if
a worker receives disability pay, he may receive 100% of
his wage and still be eligible for unemployment disability
insurance.

The new provision, to become effective January 1, 1956,
puts the State plan on the same basis as most private plans in
the matter of receiving wages while ill.

3. Workmen's Compensation—Benefits for permanent dis-
ability were increased from $30 to $35; for temporary dis-
ability from $35 to $40. In other words, both forms of dis-
ability came in for a $5 increase. Minimum payments for both
permanent and temporary disability will go up from $9.75 to
$15 per week.

Also under the workmen’s compensation program, death
benefits were increased from $7,000 to $10,000 and the maxi-

mum benefit for a widow with dependents was boosted from
$8,750 to $12,500.

A bill aimed at turning over the entire workmen’'s compen-
sation program to private insurers was killed through the
efforts of labor representatives.

CIO had joined forces with the AFL to raise the maximum
benefits under the workmen’s compensation program from
$35 to $50 for temporary disability (a $15 increase) and from
$30 to $50 for permanent disability (a $20 increase). As
noted, both forms of disability came in for only a $5
increment.

The $5 increase was the highest amount in which the upper
-house would concur. The original Assembly bill, reflecting the
figures supported by organized labor, was amended by the
Ways and Means Committee to provide for an increase of
$7.50. The Senate in turn further lowered the figure by $2.50.

That the Senate went along for a $5 increment should not
be passed off lightly. The Senate has never been too prone to
up the benefit. In this sense this is a victory for Governor
Knight who sought a $5 boost.

Thus the final outcome was not one that labor sought, but
on the other hand labor’s choice was to go along with the $5
increase or get nothing at all. The same was true in the matter
of unemployment and disability insurance.

Or to put it another way, things in Sacramento are neither
black nor white; they are various shades of grey. The problem
is always to work for a legislative program on the basis of
the facts of legislative life.

Two of the basic reasons why CIO works for an increase
in workmen’s compensation benefits are:

1. In 1913-14 when the California Act first became law
practically all workers at the average earning level of that
period were assured of receiving a full 65% of their weekly
pay if they became disabled. The trend since then has dropped
this to 40% and then to 31%. The hard fact is that this brutal
trend was most accelerated in the 1939 to 1954 period—an
era when industrial profits were unparalleled and the rise in
cost of living unprecedented! The proposed increases ate
simply a step up toward the relatively low 1914 level of 65%.

2. Any increased benmefits received by an injured worker
tmmediately goes back into circulation. Thus an increase in
compensation means that the purchasing power of the injured
worker will be increased accordingly; this benefits the grocer,
drugstore, retail stores, etc. Business conditions, in turn, de-
termine whether or not we shall have full employment or
wasteful unemployment.

While the rate schedule did not meet the CIO legislative
goal, the increase in death benefits marked a necessary and
major step forward. As a matter of record, the legislative in-
creases did not go as far as those advocated by Governor
Knight, who in his message to the legislature, recommended
a maximum of “$17,000 in death benefits for a widow with
a large family.” (This figure was based on his proposal that
the maximum should be $12,000 plus $1,000 for each of the
first 5 children.)

CIVIL BRIGHTS =3 Record progress was made in the field
of FEP legislation. The Assembly passed bills to create a state
fair employment practices commission and to permit court
relief for persons who were denied job opportunities because
of race, creed or color.



Although both bills were killed by the Republican majority
on the Senate Labor Committee—despite an FEP plank in the
Republican Party platform—it was the FIRST time in history
that this legislation has ever been approved by a house of the
California law-making body.

History was also made when two less far-reaching non-dis-

crimination bills were passed and sent to the desk of Governor
Knight.

One, signed into law by the Governor, bans the practice of
discrimination in the issuance of automobile liability insurance.

Another proposal, signed by the Governor, prohibits a
school board from denying employment to a teacher only
because of race, creed or color. This measure was skillfully
handled on the Senate floor by Senators Alan Short (D) of
San Joaquin County and George Miller, Jr. (D) of Contra
Costa County. The author of the bill was Assemblyman Wil-
liam Byron Rumford (D) of Berkeley.

Some significant civil rights measures, however, met a less
fortunate fate. Defeated were CIO-sponsored measures which
would have outlawed the “quota” system in higher institutions
of learning, established a state civil rights study commission
for the purpose of recommending legislation in the civil rights
field, and a measure to set up proper training of enforcement
personnel in a better understanding of intet-group conflicts
and minority group problems:

On the Senate floor, the advocates of racial discrimination
won another victory. The Senate, by a vote of 20-11, killed a
bill to repeal a state law banning marriages between cauca-
sians and members of other races despite the fact that the law
has been declared unconstitutional by the State Supreme
Court.

The measure, authored by Assemblyman Allen Miller (D)
of San Fernando, had passed in the lower house by a 60-0 tally.

Background on FEPC Bill

AB 971 (Rumford (D) and others), the measure defeated
in Senate committee, unfolds a story that should be repeated
over and over again because it relates two telling points:

1. When like-minded organizations join hands in an under-
taking, comparatively more progress is made at less cost and
with the optimum use of time and effort.

2. The history of the bill in committee on the Assembly
side cogently illustrates the power of each vote—whether the
vote represents a lowly populated district or one highly popu-
lated. Three votes killed the meaure in committee, making it
necessary to muster 41 floor votes in order to report it out.
While this latter technique worked because of the joint and
determined efforts of the CIO, AFL, NAACP and other inter-
ested organizations, this is not generally the case in other
legislative matters. Other major legislative proposals, killed
by one or a few votes in committee, more often than not stay
in commiwtee, thus writing “finis” to their legislative biography.

Here in summary is the legislative course and the final fate
of AB 971:

1. The bill, originally approved by the lower house Govern-
mental Efficiency and Economy Committee, was referred to
Ways and Means because it carried a $100,000 appropriation.

2. W&M then proceeded to kill the measure by a 12-9
tally. 15 votes were needed for a “do pass” out of Ways and
Means.

3. On May 11, a day of rejoicing for proponents of AB 971,
the FEPC bill “with teeth” was voted out of W&M by 44
votes—3 more than needed for passage to the floor. 21 voted
against and 14 did not record a vote (either absent or not
voting) .

4. Hopes for passage were smashed quickly and decisively
when the Republican-controlled Senate Labor Committee
killed off AB 971 and 2 other FEP measures.

In all three cases the vote by the 7-man committee was
along party lines, with the 5 members of the Republican
Party voting against and the 2 Democratic committee mem-
bers voting in favor of fair employment practices legislation.

Suffering in the onslaught was a Senate bill similar to
AB 971, introduced by Senator Richards (D) of Los Angeles
County, and an Assembly bill by Los Angeles Democratic
Assemblyman Hawkins. The latter bill would have provided
for civil suits against unions or employers discriminating be-
cause of race, color, creed, etc. Awards would have ranged
from $100 to $500.

The 5 Senate Republican committee members voting against
the CIO-supported measures (i.e., voting for discrimination)
were: Senators F. Presley Abshire (Chairman) of Sonoma
County, Lowis Sutton of Colusa County, J. Howard Williams
of Tulare County, Donald Grunsky of Santa Cruz County,
and John A. Murdy, Jr., of Orange County.

The 2 Democratic committee members who voted for the
measures (i.e., voted against discrimination) included Senators
Harold T. Johnson of Placer County and Robert Montgomery
of Kings County.

CIVIL LIBERTIES <3 A more mature, calm and informed
position was taken by the '55 legislature than in previous
sessions in the matter of civil liberties.

The law-makers backed up civil liberties by turning down
proposals requiring those engaged in licensed trades and pro-
fessions to take a loyalty oath; efforts to impose censorship of
school books were twice defeated in committee; wire tapping
and “bugging” legislation was heaved into the discard file,
representing perhaps one of the biggest civil liberties victories
of the session.

One of the finest commentaries in this matter was carried
by the San Francisco Chronicle during the course of the session.
Because of its clarity of thought, the editorial was reprinted
with permission in one of the issues of the Council Newsletter
during the period when the CIO Council publication was cov-
ering Sacramento and alerting members to write in support or
opposition to legislation. For the edification of delegates to
this Convention, the editorial follows:

1955 LEGISLATURE BACKS UP LIBERTY
Reprinted from the San Francisco Chronicle

Senators and assemblymen are heading into the last month
of the 1955 legislative session at Sacramento with a higher
record for respecting, maintaining and defending the liberties
of Californians than any legislature since the end of World
War II.

How to account for the noticeable and gratifying turnabout
from the hysterical frenzies of the 1947, *49, '51 and ’53 ses-
sions we do not know for certain. It is a fact, however, that the



heyday of Jack Tenneyism in the Capitol is past. Something,
possibly the voice of conscience, has convinced the majority
of the legislators that there is neither justice, good sense nor,
in the long run, votes to be won by recklessly tossing some of
our most precious rights onto the bonfires of extremism.

Here is a look at the 1955 legislature’s record on bills affect-
ing the liberties and dignity of Californians:

Oath proofing the churches: An extreme example of the
hysteria which surged through the people of California as
recently as 1952 was the law, adopted as a constitutional
amendment, to keep Communists and fellow travelers from
enjoying tax exemptions granted veterans and certain organ-
izations. The law requites a loyalty oath to qualify for the
exemption. The oath must even be taken by church boards
seeking the historic tax exemption on the real property of
religious institutions. Some churches have refused to take the
oath, on principle, and have paid taxes under protest instead.
It looks now as though the legislature will abolish this uncon-
scionable church oath requirement. (The assembly...voted
against the bill to exempt churches.)

Oath proofing the licensed trades and professions: This
proposal would have required a loyalty oath of 500,000 per-
sons licensed by the state in the practice of their callings:
Doctors, lawyers, barbers and so on. The governors of the
state bar opposed a loyalty oath affecting lawyers; powerful
medical leaders resisted a doctors’ loyalty oath, and by the time
the bill came up in the assembly judiciary committee, its
sponsor, Assemblyman Charles Chapel (of Los Angeles
County), failed even to get it referred to an interim com-
mittee. Senator Hugh Burns (of Fresno County) has not yet
bothered to call up a similar bill in the senate.

Schoolbook censorship: Criticism from all over the state
forced Senator J. F. McCarthy (of Marin County) to drop a
bill requiring boards of education to sift books for objection-
able matter and hold hearings on protested books. A softened
version, the Donnelly bill, passed the senate; it said school
districts should prescribe screening procedures, but even this
was killed by the assembly education committee. It sensed that
school boards already have power to reject the objectionable.

Comic book censorship: Two or three dubiously constitu-
tional comic book censorship bills went before the assembly
judiciary committee and were dumped. The only bill to pass
the legislature in response to the hue and cry against comic
books is one, totally unconcerned with censorship, that for-
bids wholesalers to force dealers to accept tieins.

Gagging teachers: The Elliott bill abolishing the kind of

political gag imposed on teachers by the San Francisco Board
of Education sailed through the assembly education committee
...and looks to be headed for passage by the assembly at least.

Wire tapping and “bugging”: Perhaps the biggest civil lib-
erties victory of this session came about through the cold
shouldering of Chapel’s bill to authorize wire tapping by police
in certain suspected cases. Chapel, discouraged, let this meas-
ure go onto the inactive file after the supreme court had pulled
the rug out from under him by declaring evidence turned up
by illegally planted microphones to be inadmissible.

We don’t know any one person to single out for congratu-
lations on this record. The leadership of the assembly and
senate is unquestionably entitled to credit. So are the vigilant
citizens and organizations which never quit, never gave up

the fight against intolerant restrictions on freedom. For the
improvement in the atmosphere at Sacramento all Californians
have reason to be grateful. Possibly it is public opinion as a
whole, swinging slowly and majestically like a Foucault pen-
dulum, that is ultimately responsible for the new and freer

mood.

HEALTH =3 One of the most forward looking measures
to be defeated was the one providing for optional establish-
ment of mental health clinics by cities or counties. State finan-
cial aid would have been forthcoming to communities setting
up mental health programs for the treatment, diagnosis and
prevention of mental illness. Passing the Assembly by a 59-15
vote, it was smothered in a senate committee.

In addition, CIO sponsored a bill to establish a non-partisan
commission to study the health needs of the citizens of Cali-
fornia to the end that legislation could be developed to improve
present health programs and to expand activity in the health
field. Those professing to be most concerned with the health
needs of the community—the medical associations—vociferously
opposed the measure. Ironically, this “study” bill was re-
referred to an interim study committee.

Bottled up in committee in both ‘houses were measures
intended to give the California Physicians Service a virtual
monopoly in the field of health insurance. Passage of these
measures would have meant the demise of bealth plans such
as the Kaiser Foundation Health Plan, widely used by both
CIO and AFL members. CIO efforts were instrumental in
keeping these measures in committee.

TAXES =2 Labor opposition was credited with playing a
major role in the scuttling of the bulk of Governor Knight's
program to impose some $80 million worth of consumer taxes.

A proposed three-cent per pack cigarette tax was killed as
were increases in beer and horse racing levies. The only por-
tion of the administration program approved was a 14-cent a
fifth tax on hard liquor which is expected to bring in $14
million a year in new revenues. It is interesting to note that
this tax goes up 50% by the time it reaches the consumer!
One liquor advertisement points out that the new tax will
increase prices about 21c per fifth.

On the debit side of the ledger, however, a bill to permit
counties to levy a 1% local sales tax (Bradley (R) of San
Jose) did reach the Governor’s office and was subsequently
signed by him. If all counties in the state levy the tax it could
load another $82 million onto the already disproportionate tax
load being carried by California wage earners.

The permissive measure, opposed by both the CIO and AFL,
provides that the counties will receive the revenue collected in
unincorporated areas and the cities (upon imposing a 1% sales
tax if one is not already in existence) will retain the revenue
collected within its boundaries. The State Board of Equaliza-
tion will serve as the collection agency.

A means to clarify the hit and miss fashion of state taxation
was to be found in the CIO proposed state tax study commis-
sion. Such a non-partisan commission would have been man-
dated to examine the obvious need for revision of the pre-
dominately consumer tax nature of California’s revenue struc-
ture. After being passed by the Revenue and Taxation Com-
mittee, the measure was bottled up by the Assembly Ways and
Means Committee. A similar measure was killed in a senate
committee.



The opposition came from Republicans who apparently fear
that the proposed study would show the need for boosting
income, bank and corporation taxes.

A sly move on the part of corporate interests in the City of
Vernon to escape possible additional taxation took the form
_of a measure to permit the residents of the City of Vernon to
adopt a charter for home rule. A careful reading of the pro-
posal—ACA 57—showed that it would have permitted property
owners to vote. Property qualifications for voting eligibility
are prohibited by the State Constitution. By making this a basis
for voting—residency being no requirement—the corporations
could then prevent the 80 residents of Vernon to vote annexa-
tion to an adjacent community from which the industrial
workers of Vernon are drawn. Such a move would mean in-
creased taxes for the corporate interests in order to meet their
community responsibilities.

It 45 to the credit of the CIO that this feudalistic attemps
was beaten back. The California CIO Council took the lead in
alerting its affiliates, legislators and community to the hidden
motives behind this “corporate kingdom” proposal and the
un-democratic features of the bill.

Concern about the tax dollar frequently expresses itself in
many, many different and unusual (in this case anachronistic)
ways!

And for the fourth time around, the proposed millionaires’
tax amendment was defeated. Introduced by Democratic Sen-
-ator Earl Desmond of Sacramento County, SJR 8 sought legis-
lative support for a federal constitutional limitation on income,
gift and inheritance taxes. The Senate turned down this peren-
nial turkey by a 26-6 tally.

WATER =3 One of the major issues the solons failed to
solve is that of water with which it has wrestled unsuccessfully
for many years.

The complicated water issue failed to come in for positive
action because of the need expressed by many legislators to
give especial attention to it, an almost physical impossibility
in a 120-day session forced to introduce and handle 6,000 bills,
resolutions and constitutional amendments covering a myriad
of subjects.

Compounding the dilemma was the fact that Southern Cali-
fornia legislators served notice that they would not consider
any major substantive water proposals until there was legal
assurance that a realistic supply of water from the northern
sector of the state would find its way to the water-hungry
south. In other words, they wanted another look at the “county
of origin” ruling by Attorney General “Pat” Brown. Briefly,
Brown opined that the county in which water is found has
the final say as to its dispersal.

The above factors, in addition to the battle between those
favoring federal development of water resources and those
supporting state financing, resulted in no progress being made
toward the realization of the state’s ambitious Feather River
Project. The only legislation which weathered the storm pro-
vides $250,000 for an independent study of the state’s pro-
posed FRP. Also the legislature passed a resolution asking for
federal construction of Trinity Dam and the San Luis
Reservoir.

Going down to defeat under a barrage of disagreement
were 3 separate bills to establish a State Department of Water
Resources. Proponents stated it would give overall direction to
full development of California’s water potential.

A majority of the lower house members is seeking a special
session on the water issue prior to the March, 1956, budget
session.

MINIMUM WAGE =3 Both the CIO and AFL sought to
establish a state minimum wage law. At present, California
does not have a minimum wage law, contrary to popular
belief. The 75¢ minimum for women and minors (men are
excluded) is not a law but rather is a figure set down by the
Industrial Welfare Commission. Or to put it another way: the
figure itself is an administrative determination subject to
change.

An AFL-sponsored $1.25 minimum wage measure was
chloroformed by the Assembly Industrial Relations Commit-
tee. The very same committee then turned around to pass out
the CIO-sponsored measure after amending the $1.25 figure
to $1.10. This proposal also provided for occupational or in-
industry wage boards. Re-referred to Ways and Means, it
never saw the light of day.

The legislature did go on record memorializing Congress to
increase the federal minimum wage under the Fair Labor
Standards Act.

CHILD CARE CENTERS <=3 The legislature continued
support for child care centers for another two years, refusing
to establish them on a permanent basis. The Assembly sup-
ported the latter position; however, the Senate would not go
beyond a two year extension. The lower house finally acceded
because to have taken a “no compromise” position would have
resulted in discontinuation of the centers. Governor Knight
has signed the bill. (The CIO is on record in support of per-
manent centers.)

UNIONS =3 Two Senate measures intended to shackle
local union operations and one bill to hamper international-
local union relations stayed in committee. The three anti-
union bills were authored by Senator Abshire (R) of Sonoma
County.

A victory for labor came with the passage of a liberalized
jurisdictional strike law. The terms of the amended law now
provide that if an employer has been guilty of forming a com-
pany union within one year of the commencement of injunc-
tive proceeedings in a strike, such action will prevent said
employer from obtaining injunctive relief against a bona fide
labor organization. In addition it clarifies the section of law
placing the burden of proof on an employer to show that he
has no association with the formation of a company union and
adds a new section to the law allowing civil action for dam-
ages against parties responsible for formation of a company
union.

On the basis of the 1954 election results the California CIO
Council predicted that there would be no “right-to-work” or
secondary boycott legislation. This was the case. No legislation
was initiated.

BEALTE & WELEARE PLANS —9 Those “shouting loud-
est” in support of newspaper charges of corruption in the
operation of union health and welfare plans, did an about
face in opposing an AFL-sponsored bill to regulate union
health and welfare funds.

Utrging the bill's defeat were spokesmen of the Bank of
America, Pacific Telephone and Telegraph Company and other
employer interests.



The measure would have subjected health and welfare funds
to supervision of the California Insurance Commissioner, giv-
ing him power to adopt “reasonable regulations” for such
programs following public hearings on plan operations.

The Assembly-passed bill, killed on the Senate side in the .

Social Welfare Committee, was thus fought by those who
have expressed fears about the possible abuse of health and
welfare funds.

When a labor organization offers such a bill in the knowl-
edge that the vast majority of these funds are being operated
in an honest and efficient manner, but feels that as long as
there is any doubt in the public mind such a measure should
be approved, then it is indeed amazing to find the above
named business interests in opposition!

The answer is not too hard to find. Those hollering “cor-
ruption” against union plans won’t even go for a labor bill
imposing reasonable regulations because they do not want
employer-controlled insurance plans to be subject to the same
regulations!

BLECTION BEFORMS <9 A major defeat was handed the
proponents of improved election laws: the Munnell “purity
of elections” bill, the Fair Election Practices Study Commission
bill and the abolition of crossfiling in primary elections pro-
posal were all handed the death blow.

Defeat of the major proposal—purity of elections measure—
is laid at the doorstep of the Republican Party in control of
the upper house. This measure would have required full and
complete reporting of all political campaign contributions and
expenditures. It would have allowed voters to find out the true
backers of candidates before they went to the polls and to find
out the amounts of money expended and for what purposes.

A rather weak substitute was passed which, however, will
plug up the present loophole whereby candidates report only
expenditures made with their knowledge. The bill, signed by
the state’s chief executive, requires that campaign committees
report all expenditures to their candidates. Thus, candidates
can no longer escape the responsibility to give a more complete
and accurate report of campaign expenditures made in their
behalf.

In othet actions, the law making body refused to provide
for public financing of campaigns; extend the right to vote to
18-year-olds; have the Secretary of State issue a voters’ hand-
book covering candidates and ballot issues; make city and
county offices, with a few exceptions, partisan—these measures
were either supported or sponsoted by CIO.

On the credit side was the defeat of some very bad bills—
far from being election “reform” measures.

Senator Desmond’s effort to make the legislature non-parti-
san was beaten back in the Assembly following passage by the
upper body. Among the things this bill would have accom-
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plished would have been the further weakening of party
responsibility—there is an urgent need in this state to strengthen
party responsibility in both political camps; at present, there
is a glaring lack of it in both parties. Party responsibility would
carry with it a safer guarantee that office holders would follow
the party platforms on which they campaign. The voting
populace would, in the final analysis, have a surer and more
accurate yardstick by which to vote.

Another measure—opposed by CIO—which met defeat was
the proposal to extend the terms of Assemblymen from 2 to 4
years and Senators from 4 to 6 years.

Thus the Elections Code still remains basically unchanged.
A legislative stalemate resulted in the field of election code
changes. Both the very good and the very bad were scuttled.

Public Financing of Campaigns

The officers of the CIO State Council take pride in the fact
that it placed California CIO on record as being the fore-
runner of the idea that political campaigns should be publicly
financed. Both in the 1953 and 1955 sessions, the Council
introduced a bill providing that a comparatively small por-
tion of a registered voter’s tax money should go to the party
of his choice in support of the nominees of that party. While
there may be differences of opinion as to the method in this
matter of public financing, the idea is catching on. Newspapers
throughout the nation are now editorializing on this idea. The -
point to make is that it has now come out in the open for
public consideration.

For example, Philip L. Graham, Publisher of the Washing-
ton Post and Times Herald, believes that the fundamental
defect of our political system is the manner in which funds
for political campaigns are raised. He believes the idea lies in
convincing millions of Americans that “good citizenship re-
quires political contributions to the party or candidates of
his choice.”

That the American public is not apt to disregard the idea
of public financing can be seen by a recent Gallup Poll. Gallup
Poll questioners asked a wide cross section of voters whether
they would give, say, $5 to the party of their preference. 33%
of the nation’s families said yes. That means that if 16 million
families would—as they say they would—contribute $80 million
(or even a fraction of that amount!) the two parties would
not have to turn to other sources presently controlling party
financing. This would do away with special slush funds such
as that which was set up for Nixon and would save the Ameri-
can people the experience of listening to a soap box opera
broadcast attempting to justify a “morally squalid” situation.

Again we repeat that California CIO broke the ice in pro-
posing public financing of campaigns. While the suggestions
for the method of public financing may vary, it is a healthy
sign when newspapers and publications are now opénly dis-
cussing the matter.



TIDELANIDE “5 The oil companies may have reaped what
“will prove to be one of the biggest steals in California history.

They won the right to expanded wildcat drilling on state-
owned tidelands for a 1214% toyalty rate plus a cash bonus.

This would appear to be a very low rate of return for the
State when the expenence of the City of Long Beach is con-
sidered. Long Beach is getting close to 70% oil royalties from
its city-held tidelands.

This legislation would make it appear that the oil companies
knew what they were doing when they so vigorously sup-
ported the state in its legal battle with the federal government
over ownership of tidelands.

The tideland oil bill was authored by Assemblyman Joseph
Shell (R) of Long Beach, a son-in-law of Harold Morton, the
influential oil lobbyist.

The highly explosive Allen bill which proposed to have the
Long Beach royalties go into the state treasury was shelved
this session by referring it to an interim study.

STATE PARKS —>» Bitter disputes between the two houses
were resolved just before adjournment, clearing the way for a
sizeable appropriation of $16 million for an acquisition pro-
gram for more parks throughout the state. This is ear-marked
tidelands oil money for beaches and parks. Governor Knight
vetoed the measure.

BALLOT MEASURES =5 Coming up for voter considera-

tion on the 1956 general election ballot will be the proposed
$200 million bond issue to finance construction of state prisons,
colleges, mental hospitals and other institutions; the proposed
$100 million bond issue for further state loans to distressed
school districts to aid in schoolhouse construction projects;
repeal of the present constitutional requirement that food
must be served in licensed liquor bars.

“GRASS ROOTS” LEGISLATIVE CONFERENCES

To inform a board cross section of the CIO membership,
to receive active support of the CIO legislative program deter-
mined by convention action of the membership, and to stimu-
late letter writing and personal contacts with state legislators,

your Council initiated two regional and one state-wide “grass
roots” legislative conferences.

In addition, the Council expended staff time and money in
co-sponsoring with other organizations the FEP Mobilization
Conference in Sacramento.

Reglonal Conferences

~ More than 250 CIO members participated in the Southern
California CIO Legislative Conference sponsored by the Cali-
fornia CIO Council in cooperation with the Los Angeles and
San Diego County Councils.

On hand to discuss some of the legislative proposals either
supported or opposed by CIO, were the State Council Presi-
dent and Legislative Representative; A. T. Lunceford and
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James Curry, Secretary-Treasurers of the Los Angeles and San
Diego County Councils, respectively; George B. Roberts, Na-
tional CIO-PAC Field Director and Los Angeles attorney Ralph
Nutter.

Useful information was handed out to the delegates; a
booklet, prepared by the California CIO Council Department
of Education and Legislative Research, included analysis and
comment on civil rights measures, the $1.25 state minimum
wage proposal, unemployment and disability insurance and
workmen’s compensation measures, election reform proposals,
tax bills and a proposal establishing a commission to study
the health needs of California.

The booklet contained an analysis and comment on those
measures being supported by CIO as well as an analysis and

comment on those proposals being opposed by CIO, including
some of the worst unemployment insurance and disability
insurance proposals being pushed by Assemblymen Levering
and Backstrand, among others.

The delegates were given tools to help them in getting legis-
lative action programs underway in their local unions, includ-
ing a Tool Kit on “How to Write Your Legislator” which sets
forth practical information for effective letter-writing cam-
paigns. The CIO spokesmen emphasized to the delegates the
importance of their contacting their respective legislators when
they were home on weekends from their legislative duties in
Sacramento.

Time was taken to have “buzz” sessions which permitted the
delegates to divide themselves up into groups in order to pre-
pare questions to ask the program leaders.

Following in the wake of the highly successful legislative
conference in Southern California, the Northern California
counterpart was well attended by local union officers and
members who came to Oakland to “know the legislative tide
in ’55.”

More than 125 CIO'ers listened, asked questions and planned
a legislative action program for their local unions.

The conference was sponsored by the California CIO Coun-
cil in cooperation with the San Francisco, Alameda and Contra
Costa CIO County Councils and the Northeastern Legislative
Committee.

Chaired by the President of the Council, other participants
included the CIO Legislative Representative; Sam Pratt,
Secretary-Treasurer of the Alameda Council; James Drury,
CIO staff representative; Robert B. Crimmins, Secretary of the
Northeastern Legislative Committee; San Francisco attorney
Jay Darwin, and George B. Roberts, PAC Field Director for
National CIO-PAC.

Also on the scene .were the San Francisco CIO County-
Council Secretary-Treasurer Frank White, its President Roy
Haus, CWA Director Louis Knecht, ANG Executive Secre-
tary Sam Eubanks (and a state council vice-president), and the
President of the Alameda County Council, Gordon Laughland.



CIO members learn that “grass roots” legislative activity can be made simple if organized correctly . . . interest in the CIO program
was evidenced by the attendance of Woodworkers who came from the far reaches of the northern part of the state, and by the
presence of packingshed workers from Salinas and telephone workers from Fresno.

Both of these regional conferences were means to stimulate
local union and individual member support of the CIO legis-
lative program and to inform them of the measures which were
being opposed by CIO because of their backward looking social
and/or economic intent. Likewise the regional conferences
built up momentum for the statewide CIO Legislative Con-
ference held in Sacramento.

CIO’s position on vital issues was carried directly to state
legislators by some 200 CIO members when they gathered in
Sacramento for a hard-working, three-day Legislative Con-
ference.

The Conference began Sunday, May 1, and ran through
Tuesday, May 3. Sponsored by the CIO-California Industrial
Union Council, it was opened by the President of the Council.
The Council Secretary-Treasurer talked on the California legis-
lative situation, while Irwin L. DeShetler, CIO Director, Region
XIII, spoke on the picture in Washington, D. C.

The Conference was characterized by hard work, with dele-
gates on the job all day Sunday to hear speakers, participate in
workshops and hold discussions. The following two days were
crowded with appointments as delegations visited members of
the state legislature.

Workshops concentrated on specific measures on sales taxes,
minimum wage and election reform legislation. Director De-
Shetler, Richard Cartwright, UAW-CIO Region Six Director
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of PAC and Education, and Attorney Ralph Nutter served as
workshop chairmen. They were assisted by James Curry, Secre-
tary-Treasurer, San Diego Industrial Union Council; Tom Con-
siglio, Steelworkers District 38 Legislative Education Director;
Attorney Abe Levy; Ed Shedlock, Utility Workers Western
Region Director; Henry Santiestevan, CIO Representative;

Sam Eubanks, San Francisco-Oakland Newspaper Guild Execu-
tive Officer and Verlin McKendree, Oil, Chemical and Atomic
Workers staff representative.

CIO delegates told state legislators they opposed AB 3111,
legislation allowing counties to levy a one-percent sales tax,
and AB 1388, 1389 and 1390, calling for “selective” sales
taxes on distilled liquors, beer and cigarettes.

Legislation pushed by the CIO delegates included AB 3279,
establishing a state minimum wage of $1.25 an hour and wage
boards, and Assembly Joint Resolution 22, memorializing Con-
gress to increase the Federal minimum wage to the same figure.

Election reforms supported by CIO included AB 2215, ask-
ing for state donations to campaign funds, and AB 1548, the
“purity of elections” bill, which would compel political candi-
dates to list publicly contributions to their campaigns and
campaign expenditures.

While in Sacramento, CIO members also pushed support
for AB 971, Rumford’s Fair Employment Practices Commis-
sion bill, which had received concentrated attention the previ-
ous week in an FEPC Conference attended by scores of CIO
members.



Presence of the CIO delegates in Sacramento at the time the
Assembly brought Assembly Constitutional Amendment 57 to
a vote was said to have played an important part in the meas-
ure’s subsequent defeat. Delegates made it clear to their law-
makers that they firmly opposed ACA 57, which would have
granted the City of Vernon special privileges to allow property
owners to vote in municipal elections, even though they did
not reside there.

Throughout the two days, delegations called on state legis-
lators representing their home districts, and returned to report
on the attitudes of the representatives toward the legislation
discussed.

The Conference closed with a general assembly, at which
the importance of carrying reports back to the membership
and pushing CIO’s political action program was stressed.

Here is example of a typical CIO delegation visiting their district assemblyman or senator... Assemblyman William Munnell
(seated) joins with CIO delegates from his 51st district to discuss sales tax legislation, election reform measures and minimum
wage legislation. Reading from left to right: Herman Scheyer (USA 1549), Carl Brown (UAW 255), Edith Jenkins (URW 44), DeWitt
Stone (UAW 509), chairman of the delegation, Gil Anaya (USA staff representative), Glenn Knapp (UAW 509) and Paul Perez (URW 44).

The precursor to the FEP Mobilization in Sacramento was
the establishment of a permanent committee officially known
as the California Committee for Fair Employment Practices.
This Committee, on which the Council Secretary-Treasurer

serves as one of the co-chairmen, is composed of the major
labor organizations in the state, the NAACP, Jewish Labor

Committee and many civic and church groups.

Careful plans were laid for the three day civil rights con-
ference, with particular emphasis on visits to legislators fol-
lowing workshop sessions on the Rumford FEPC bill.

This grass-roots endeavor was another example of the citi-
zen-voter in action. The men and women who attended had

no political axe to grind—their aim was the passage of a bill
which would establish economic democracy in the employment
field which, in the final analysis, means more social democracy
and the recognition of the dignity of the individual without
regard to race, creed or color.
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In addition to the direct monetary contribution to the work
of the Committee in behalf of the mobilization, the staff of
the Council worked prior to and during the conference; as a
matter of record, the California CIO Council provided the
major share of staff personnel.

The conference likewise afforded the opportunity to gather
together the CIO’ers in attendance in order to discuss the CIO
program in support of other bills in the civil rights field—bills
sponsored by the California CIO Council in line with previous
convention policy decisions.

The history of civil rights legislation has been previously
noted under the section on.the highlights of the session.

To inform the State legislators of the CIO position on bills
and to alert the CIO unions and members to matters of major
importance, the Council office availed itself of the following
means to attain these objectives:



1. Letters from the Council to the state solons were almost
a daily undertaking.

2. Analysis of bills, prepared by the Department of Educa-
tion and Legislative Research in cooperation with the legisla-
tive representative, were directed to the law-makers.

3. One of the most searching analysis sent to the state legis-
lators (and the members of the County Boards of Supervisors
in the larger counties) was the “Handbook on State and Local
Taxes” which gave careful research data in support of the type
of tax program CIO seeks; that is, one based on the principle
of the ability to pay. Among the many comments received by
the Council office on this publication was that of Los Angeles
Assemblyman Vernon Kilpatrick (D) who wrote, “since my
service in the legislature, this is the best effort I have seen pre-
senting the facts of tax life to the people and to the members.
I think an effort should be made to get your charts printed in
the Journal...” Another legislator wrote... It is interesting
to note that for the first time in my recollection an enormous
and powerful organization such as the California Industrial
Union Council has come forward with a positive approach to
the problem of ‘where shall we get more money to perform
the services requested by our fellow citizens’.”

4. A Digest of Proposed Legislation and frequent issues of
the Council Newsletter were made available to CIO affiliates
and members so that intelligent and timely letter-writing pro-
grams could be developed within the local unions.

5. In addition, the CIO legislative secretarial service was
extensively and intensively used. Both CIO members and lib-
eral citizens in the community were given the benefit of this
auto-typist service. Not only did this make possible thousands
of letters being directed to Sacramento, but it served as another
means of communicating to CIO’ers and the community the
pressing legislative matters of the moment. (Letters on national
legislation were also part of the 1955 legislative activity pro-
gram.) In turn, the answers received from the law-makers
have encouraged many to =ngage in frequent letter writing on
their own and have made them better understand why CIO
endorses candidate X over candidate Z. In other words, this
legislative secretarial service—unique among California organ-
izations—supports the CIO legislative program by appreciably
increasing the usual norm of mail to law-makers, keeps those
signing the letters informed as to the issues and their current
status and makes them more interested in political action and
endorsement of candidates.

Not only did the Council officially communicate with the
law-makers, but likewise with the Governor in matters per-
taining to his legislative recommendations. Notable among
such communications was that pertaining to CIO opposition
to new sales taxes and additional increases on those already on
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the books. Copies of this communication were sent to the leg-
islators in addition to the excellent “Handbook on State and
Local Taxes” previously discussed.

Following the session your Council office had the herculean
task of recommending to the Governor those measures which
CIO advocated he sign and those CIO advocated he veto.
Thanks are extended to Los Angeles attorney Ralph Nutter
for his expert legal advice on several worker insurance meas-
ures of a highly technical nature.

One final note in the matter of background work. Interim
committee hearings are continuously held in various parts of
the state on a variety of subjects. It should be recognized that
the recommendations incorporated in committee reports deter-
mine to a large degree the type of bills that will come before
legislative sessions. Therefore, your officers have kept apprised
of these hearings so that testimony could be presented and
placed in the record, either through a verbal or written pres-
entation of the CIO position in a given matter.

—> On the National Level

During the state legislative session, the national issues were
not neglected by your Council. Official letters and telegrams
and reams of individual letters prepared through the CIO
legislative secretarial service, plus a call to action through the
Neuwsletter, put California CIO on record on issues of housing,
control of natural gas prices to the consumer, taxes, minimum
wage, farm price supports, water and power, etc.

In order to keep the National CIO office apprised of the
views and position of the 32-man California Congressional
delegation, the responses received by the Council to its letters
were sent back to Washington.

Cooperation between the CIO Regional office, under the
directorship of Irwin DeShetler, and the Council office made
it possible to eliminate duplication in notifying County Coun-
cils and International Unions in the matter of wires, letters
and phone calls and personal visits to national law-makers.

While time, distance and money precluded the Council from
participating in but only one of the CIO legislative mobiliza-
tions and/or conferences held in Washington, D. C,, there
was no shirking of duty in getting field activity by CIO unions
in California.

Close cooperation was given to special CIO committees
handling specific matters such as the minimum wage increase,
for example. The committee was kept apprised of the activities
in behalf of a state minimum wage law and a resolution to
mex?lorialize Congress to up the minimum wage floor. The
State Council urged the County Councils to ask their respective
Boards of Supervisors to memorialize Congress to increase the
minimum wage to $1.25 but not less than $1.00.
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May 2l, 1955

Mr., John A. Pespol, Sec.=-Treas.
California State CIO Council
117 West Ninth Street

Los Angeles 15, California

Dear Brother Despol:

Thank you for your letter of the 19th and for your telegram.
I think the fight you are putting up for the resolutions
is extremely constructive. Not only will it benefit us in
our present fight but will, I am sure, be of help to you in
your state battle,

Please keep me informed of developments,

Fratprnally yours,

So6lomon Barkin, Chairman
CIO FAIR LABOR STANDARDS COMMITTEE
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Cable Address “CIOLABOR"
August 17, 1955

Mr, John Despol, Secretary-Treasurer
California State Industrial Union Council-CIO
117 W, 9th Street, Room 911

Los Angeles 15, California

Dear Brother Despol:

This is a brief note to express to you the appreciation of the Legis-
lative Department for the splendid cooperation which was extended to us
throughout the first session of the 84th Congress,

As President Reuther's statement last week pointed out, the first
session is a combination of achievements and disappointments. No matter
how one appraises the record of Congress itself, there is no question but
that CIO's efforts on behalf of public interest legislation was most gratify-
ing. Those of us who work at the Washington end are very grateful to you
in the field for this record of support. '"Lobbying'' has definitely become an
activity that extends from the halls of Congress itself to the thousands of
communities in which CIO has members,

A full report, in pamphlet form, of the record of the 84th Congress
is now in preparation. These pamphlets will be available immediately after
Labor Day.

With best wishes,

\ncerely and

Robert Oliver
Assistant to the President and
Director, CIO Legislative Committee
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lil. COUNCIL COOPERATION WITH
CIO UNIONS

‘Whenever a union on strike or in financial straits has sought
the assistance of the Council in “spreading the word” for
financial and physical help, your Council has responded
promptly and with sincere interest.

Since the last Convention, the Council came to the aid of
the Los Angeles Newspaper Guild when its Dafly News mem-
bers lost their jobs when this metropolitan daily folded. A
letter was sent to every CIO body in the state asking that con-
tributions be made to the ANG welfare fund to help tide over
unemployed members.

Another case in point was the Woodworkers’ 11-month
strike in the Laytonville area. An appeal for aid was likewise
directed to CIO affiliates. That this type of Council assistance
is helpful is expressed in the words of the President of the
IWA California District Council #13, Emmett Lawson, who
wrote on March 20, 1955: “I want to thank your office for its
very valuable assistance it has rendered this District Councsl
during this period.”

In addition to letter appeals, the Council Newsletter is used
as another communication media to get the story across, which
in the tradition of trade unionism,is all that is needed to get
support by other sister locals, councils and joint boards.

The California boundary is not used as an excuse to forget
about CIO in other parts of the nation. Requesting financial
aid for the CWA strike in the Southeast was part of the
Council’s program.

Likewise, your Council circulated a resolution asking local

union adoption in support of the ACWA members in Wynne, -

Arkansas, who were being denied recognition of their union
by Rainfair, Inc. Your officers are happy to report that many
California CIO locals adopted the resolution in support of the
ACWA members and in opposition to the purchase of Rain-
fair garments, and, per instructions, sent them to the company
involved.

Whenever physically possible, your officers attend and par-
ticipate in local union functions, graduation ceremonies of
CIO Community Services counsellors and special institutes,
summer schools and/or conferences of the international unions.

One of the programs being carried on in the northern part
of the state is the informal “get acquainted” luncheon of CIO
staff representatives. This affords an ideal way to exchange
information and views and to achieve a better insight into the
problems and programs of other unions.

The auto-typist service has been made readily available to
unions desiring to send personally typed letters in their organ-
izing efforts or for any other official purpose. Likewise, this
service is available to the County Councils, some of which
have availed themselves of this service.

At this point the officers wish to extend their heartfelt grati-
tude for the fine spirit of cooperation extended to the Council
in its work. The support of CIO unions during the legislative
session in terms of letter-writing, attendance at legislative con-
ferences, etc., was never better.

Cooperation is only meaningful when it is a two-way street.
The CIO unions have travelled the road willingly and in sin-
cerity. It has been the earnest aim of your Council to do
likewise.
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IV. CIO REPRESENTATION

Y in state government activities
¥ in federal government activities
¥ in community or civic activities

A great amount of time and effort has been devoted by
your Council representatives, and other CIO leaders recom-
mended by the Council, in representing California CIO in
state, federal and community activities.

A full discussion of CIO work in these respective areas of
participation would, in itself, make a complete and separate
Officers Report. Therefore, the following is an attempt to pre-
sent the information in a concise manner.

-3 In State Government Activities

The California Congress of Industrial Organizations is tak-
ing an active role in the operation of state government in the
administrative or executive branch. Those serving on state
committees or agencies are either your Council officers or per-
sons recommended by the Council officers or Executive Board.

Briefly, here is the picture:

1. Your President serves on the State Employment Advisory
Council along with URW Director Floyd Gartrell. The main
task of this Council centers around the matter of job. placement.

2. The Secretary-Treasurer of the State CIO Council and
CWA Director Louis Knecht serve on the Citizen’s Advisory
Committee on Crime Prevention. Two committees were set
up by the office of the Attorney-General—one in Southern and
one in Northern California. The Southern CIO spokesman on
the committee is the Secretary-Treasurer of the State Council;
the Northern, CWA Director Knecht. The committee has per-
formed a valuable service in its effort to get the facts and in
its:proposed preventive programs in the fields of alcoholic and
narcotic addiction. While the legislature did not follow through
on rehabilitation measures, it is apparent that the committee
will continue to work for future legislative enactment of the
major phases of its program.

3. The Council’s activities in state government extend to
all phases of activity related to the preservation of human and
natural resources. An example is the participation in the Cali-
fornia Fire Prevention Committee on whose Executive Com-
mittee your Secretary-Treasurer serves. It is sponsored by the
California Division of Forestry, county fire departments and
the U.S. Forest Service. ’

4. One of the Vice-Presidents of the Council, Sam Eubanks,
Executive Secretary of the San Francisco-Oakland Newspaper
Guild, has, during the past year, ably represented the Council
in the field of education. He serves as CIO spokesman, along
with your President, on the California Education Study Council
which was actively engaged in the planning of the Governor’s
State Conference on Education (September 30 -October 1,
1955).

The Council office, in cooperation with international unions,
submitted 200 names of CIO members who were to receive
invitations.

Unfortunately, this Report goes to press before the Confer-
ence takes place, hence precluding any comment as to its value,
success and the future role organized labor should assume in
such undertakings. (It is pertinent to note, however, that as



in the past, your Council has placed great emphasis on the
need to improve and increase our educational personnel and
facilities through official participation in government pro-
grams which show merit and through joining with commu-
nity groups interested in the same objectives. In addition, CIO
supports liberal legislation for the betterment of our school
system.)

5. Bernard Simon, UAW, is performing a first rate job on
the California Apprenticeship Council. He is an articulate rep-
resentative of California CIO on a very important government
body.

6. The Division of Industrial Safety has CIO representation
in the person of Ray Bilskie (URW) who serves on the
Board determining safety orders for the Division.

7. California CIO, through the State Council, is able to have
its voice heard in the matter of executive appointments. The
Council supported the appointment of Charles Hanna as chief
of the Division of Apprenticeship Standards, left vacant by the
resignation of the previous Director. Mr. Hanna was appointed
by the Governor.

Your Secretary-Treasurer served on the Special Advisory
Committee on Selection of a New State Director of Social
Welfare. On the basis of the slate of acceptable candidates
presented by the Committee, the Governor made his selection
of George W. Wyman.

This is the type of public service organized labor can and
should perform. It is the type of service which, notwithstand-
ing the lack of fanfare and publicity, is of major importance
because the men and women selected to carry out the laws
can be of either two basic types: those in sympathy with the
program they are asked to administer or those in opposition
to the very philosophy behind the program over which they
assume jurisdiction. Thus the choice affects every citizen
directly or indirectly.

8. A case in point is the State Public Utilities Commission,
a commission purportedly created to protect the consumer.
Except in rare instances has the Commission ruled in favor of
the latter.

Your Council has, from time to time, made known either
in verbal or written testimony the CIO position on rate in-
creases in transportation, etc.

The most recent case in point occurred a few months ago
when the California CIO Council officially protested efforts by
the Pacific Gas and Electric Company to show favoritism by
lowering rates to a company at the expense of other power
asers. Your Council protested on the following grounds: ...
“This organization is opposed to the Company’s request that
a reduction in its rate be made for only one large customer,
the Permenente Cement Company of Santa Clara County. We
do not believe the issue should concern itself with the fact that
the latter Company has indicated that it could save the con-
sumer money by using a high viscosity fuel oil at rates less
than that of natural gas. In the final analysis the consumer will
suffer because it stands to reason that other organizations could
pressure PG&E with the same argument. Thus, the latter would
be forced to increase rates not only to the individual consumer
but to other firm customers as a means to subsidize a few large
individual firms not entirely dependent on gas for their opera-
tions. While some of these firms can switch back and forth,
this certainly does not apply to home owners and most others
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who cannot switch back and forth from one type of fuel to
another. That the Pacific Gas & Electric Co. would seek further
rate increases to offset its reduction in rates to a special few
has already been substantiated by the fact that once having
submitted petition No. 36765, PG&E requested and was
granted interim increases...in ‘bread and butter’ terms, this
increase amounts to $3.56 a thousand cubic feet of gas for
homes, businesses and industries dependent upon a continuous
supply of gas. To grant the Pacific Gas & Electric Co. this
leeway is merely a means to create a privileged monopoly
within a virtual monopoly..."

As a result of our official protest, joined by others, the
PG&E application for very special rate concessions to its larg-
est interruptible customer was denied. However, PG&E was
not left without the probable permission to file a new general
schedule to lower rates to the largest customers while raising
rates of smaller customers, but at least the singling out of one
giant company for preferential treatment was stopped.

9. Both the President and Secretary-Treasurer serve on the
Governor's Advisory Committee on Children and Youth. Our
thanks and appreciation are extended to one of the Council's
Vice-Presidents, Herbert Wilson (URW ), who has repre-
sented the Council in some of the work of the Committee
when the officers have been unable to attend. Specifically, we
refer to the active participation of Brother Wilson in the
workshop on California children in detention and shelter care,
a project undertaken by this Committee.

10. Attention is directed to Section VIII of this Report in
which CIO members Louis Knecht and Jerome Posner report
on their work on the Correctional Industries Commission and
the Clothing Trade Advisory Committee of the State Prisons,
respectively.

11. Through the recommendation of the Council office, the
Director of the Shipyard Workers in California, James
Daniels, has been appointed to the Governor’s Committee on
Shipbuilding and Repair and CIO Director Irwin DeShetler
is serving on the Governor’s Committee to Employ the Phy-
sically Handicapped.

The officers would like to end this phase of the Report by
stressing that this matter of participation in state government
activities either through participation in state agencies or com-
mittees or through the legislative and elective processes, is a
daily job made necessary not only to protect the rank and file
citizens of the state but is an expression of the CIO philosophy
that a worthy citizen is a participating citizen. This is equaHy
true of organizations which are, in the final analysis, groups
of individual citizens banded together for mutual objectives.
In the case of CIO we can all be proud of the fact that these
mutual objectives are geared not for the privileged few but
for the many.

-3 In Federal Government Activities

Participation in the federal legislative field by your Council
has previously been discussed elsewhere in this Report.

Two other matters will serve to point up the role your
Council takes in other federal matters of real import.

One of these matters concerned itself with the federal hear-
ings_held last August regarding the federal government’s
charge that the State of California was not in conformity with
the federal law in the matter of unemployment insurance.



M. Leonard Lesser presented the official policy for both the
CIO State Council and National CIO.

This was the background leading up to the August hearing
held in San Francisco:

The U.S. government charged that denial of benefits to
unemployed seamen seven years ago might be in violation of
the basic precept of the federal unemployment insurance law—
that is, that a worker is not required to be a strikebreaker to
collect unemployment insurance. In other words, the federal
law protects unemployed workers who refuse to “scab.” There-
fore, if a state overrides this federal provision, it is out of con-
formity and thus federal funds for the administration of the
state program will be curtailed.

When the '48 maritime strike broke a number of seamen
were unemployed, drawing unemployment compensation. As
soon as the strike started their compensation was stopped. An
appeal of the original ruling by the Department was made.

The ruling was sustained when the Department of Employ-
ment upheld the employers’ contention that in industries such
as theirs where there are hiring hall agreements, the workers—
regardless of whether they are working when a strike begins—
are part of the industry pool and should not receive unemploy-
ment benefits.

The position of the state and employers was upheld by the
State Supreme Court. The implication of the ruling and court
decision is obvious; it means that in any given industry, if one
plant goes out on strike and there are unemployed workers
from that industry, they would be forced to take jobs in the
struck plant or forego their jobless pay benefits on the theory
they are part of the strike.

‘What the state has done is what Senator Knowland tried to
do a few years back in his attempt to amend the federal act to
deny benefits to unemployed workers who refused employ-
ment at a struck plant or company.

Employer groups were plagued by this recent development.
On the one hand they supported the employer-favored deci-
sion by the Department and Supreme Court; however, on the
other hand, they were aware that denial of federal funds would
shake up the present “merit rating” system whereby some
33,000 employers pay nothing into the state fund and a goodly
number pay a very small percentage. Curtailment of federal
funds would mean a drain on the state fund reserve which
would automatically up the tax rate for employers once the
fund goes below a reserve set at 7.1% of taxable wages.

The CIO spokesman for the Council and National CIO
warned against efforts to wreck the government’s unemploy-
ment insurance program, stating that “five million CIO mem-
bers are vitally concerned. A decision on California’s non-con-
formity affects workers in all unions all over the United States.”

Lesser pointedly declared, “If the employers can force
workers to take jobs under conditions of the 1948 maritime
situation, then they could break all bona fide unions.”

The State Department of Employment and employer groups
opposed organized labor’s position at the hearing.

As this phase of the Report is being written, the recom-
mendation of the hearing officer supports the state’s position
that it is not out of line with federal requirements. The final
decision will come from Secretary of Labor Mitchell some
time before the end of this year.
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The Secretary-Treasurer of the Council has been named to
participate in the Joint Civilian Orientation Conference spon-
sored by the Department of Defense.

Another example of Council participation in federal under-
takings of worth was the attendance of your President at the
dedication ceremonies of the American River Project. The
importance of Council representation rests with the fact that
this was a manifest demonstration of CIO support of expand-
ing and improving our water and power resources in the most
practical manner possible.

An additional example of activity on the federal front was
the attendance of the Secretary-Treasurer at the San Diego
meeting of the Joint United States-Mexican Trade Union
Committee. This committee is an official international com-
mittee of the International Committee of the Inter-American
Organization of Workers (ORIT), affiliated with the ICFTU.
The United States section represents the CIO, AFL, United
Mine Workers and the Railway Brotherhood affiliated with
the Railway Labor Executive Association. The meeting cen-
tered around a discussion and approval of an interchange of
trade unionists, stricter controls on the entrance of illegal
immigrants from Mexico, elimination of artificial barriers and
the approval of the principle of an international agreement
between Mexico and the United States regarding Mexican
workers. (This type of undertaking while not technically past
of our participation in federal government activity does affect
federal government policies.)

=3 In Community or Civic Activities

The number and types of associations with community or
civic non-profit groups are staggering. Space prohibits an ex-
haustive listing and commentary.

-Some of our community work with other groups is local,
some cuts across county lines to encompass the state, others
cut across state lines to encompass the nation.

Selected as examples are the following:

1. The American Association for the United Nations has
availed itself in both offices of the use of the auto-typist ma-
chines for fund-raising and membership efforts. This repre-
sents a dollar and cents contribution, notwithstanding the fact
that a Council check made payable to the AAUN is not in
evidence.

2. The National Association for the Advancement of Col-
ored People has received financial contributions from the
Council and CIO unions. The Council’'s addressing services
and the auto-typist service have been utilized by the NAACP.
(For Council contributions to the NAACP and other organiza-
tions, see the Financial Report in the Convention kit.)

3. Both staff time and financial contributions have been
allocated to the California Committee for Fair Employment
Practices on which the Secretary-Treasurer serves as a co-
chairman. This Committee, unlike similar counterparts, is a
permanent set-up. Contributions from the Council and CIO
locals have aided in the legislative work of the Committee
and in sponsoring the 1955 civil rights mobilization in Sacra-
mento, previously discussed herein.

4. The American Federation for the Physically Handi-
capped, Inc., a national organization on which National CIO
is represented, has likewise received financial aid from the
Council as permitted by its budget.



5. A recently formed Committee in the Los Angeles area
is the Freedom Agenda Community on which there is repre-
sentation from the California CIO Council, Los Angeles League
of Women Voters, State PTA, UCLA Extension Division, Los
Angeles World Affairs Council, Los Angeles Town Hall, Los
Angeles Jewish Community Council, American Association of
University Women, YWCA and individual sponsors, including
judges and educators. The objective of the Committee is to set
up a pilot project of discussion groups on a small scale with
various types of groups, i.e., neighborhood, organizations, etc.
The pilot project will involve training discussion leaders,
financial underwriting, and an agenda for pilot groups.

6. The Council President is an active participant in the fol-
lowing undertakings: (a) The Harry S. Truman Memorial
Library Committee, (b) the East Bay Advisory Committee on
Minority Group Employment, (c) the 5-County Northern
California United Bay Area Crusade, setving as a vice-presi-
dent of this comparatively new organization. In addition, Carl
Jones (USA) and S. M. Pratt (Secretary-Treasurer of the
Alameda Council) were named to the 50-member Executive
Committee. In total, 19 CIO leaders are on the Board of Gov-
ernors of the Crusade which merged 288 vital health and wel-
fare agencies into a single effort. It is now the third largest
United fund in the nation.

7. Your Secretary-Treasurer and President have participated
in panel discussions on numerous occasions during the year.
Two examples among many were the participation at a Bill
of Rights program sponsored by the Wilshire Community
Coordinating Council and a panel discussion on automation
sponsored by the Adult Education Division of the Oakland
Public Library, the latter being tape recorded for delayed
broadcast in the area.

8. Aid was given to the American-Korean Foundation, Inc.,
appeal for funds to individuals and organizations in the com-
munity with the help of the auto-typist service.

9. The California Water and Power Users Association,
initiated primarily by the State Grange, has received a sub-
stantial contribution from the Council in line with Executive
Board action; Vice-President Sam Eubanks (ANG) has rep-
resented California CIO in an expert fashion. The objectives
of this association is to join farmers, organized labor and
others in a single effort to assure a sound water, power and
conservation program in the state. The association is still in a
comparatively embryonic stage.

10. To cite other organizations with which the Council is
associated:
(a) Advisory Council of Occidental College
(b) California Safety Council, a citizen’s voluntary non-
profit accident prevention agency
(c) Los Angeles World Affairs Council
(d) American Foundation for Political Education
(e) Advisory Board of the California Congress of Parents
and Teachers
(f) California Federation for Civic Unity :
11. Support has been given to “Magazines for Friendship,”
a singular effort initiated in Southern California by a univer-
sity professor. The current affairs and non-fictional magazines
collected by the Council are sent overseas for use by people of
other nations. Our last shipment was sent to the Far East.
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12. The work on the Health Plan Consultants Committee’s
first project ended when the Ford Foundation grant to the Inter-
University Labor Education Committee came to an end. The
last of the series of health and welfare conferences sponsored
by the CIO and AFL in cooperation with the Health Plan
Consultants Committee was held in Los Angeles last February.
The conference, similar to those previously held, was attended
by a representative group of 330 community leaders with an
interest in improving pre-payment health plans. Among the
representatives present were 130 from labor unions, 75 from
the medical, dental, osteopathic and optometric associations,
11 from the hospital state councils and 61 from the various
types of health plans.

13. Another community project in which the Council par-
ticipated was the “Skilled Manpower Conference” held last
July. Henry Santiestevan of the CIO Regional Office staff rep-
resented this organization. The conference, conducted under
the joint sponsorship of the National Manpower Council and
the Los Angeles City Schools, brought together representatives
of labor, industry and education.

14. An undertaking which has in-recent months consumed
much time and effort on the part of the Secretary-Treasurer
is his activity on the Community Advisory Committee of the
Institute of Industrial Relations, University of California at
Los Angeles. The CIO representative is also active on a sub-
committee of the Community Advisory Committee which in
broad outline is considering the functions of the Community
Advisory Committee with reference to research, teaching and
curriculum activities of the Institute.

The foregoing examples are indicative of the comprehensive
participation of the California CIO Council in community and
civic affairs, programs and projects.

V. REPORT OF DEPARTMENT
OF EDUCATION AND
LEGISLATIVE RESEARCH

The comments made in this portion are intended to be brief
since the Department of Education and Legislative Research
has been involved in virtually all phases of Council activity.
noted throughout the Report.

A great deal of work of this branch of the Council has been
in the preparation and dissemination of legislative and political
information not only for educational purposes but to stimulate
CIO and community activity.

Among the numerous responsibilities of the Department is
the publication of the official organ, the Council Newsletter.
During the state legislative session an effort was made to pub-
lish it on a weekly basis.

Likewise, during election periods, the Newsletter is dis-
tributed on a more frequent basis.

The Newsletter has been well received by our CIO affiliates
and members as well as by legislators, individuals and organ-
izations. Appendix I of the Report contains samples of letters
of commendation of the Newslester. It might be a note of
interest that a New York employer group sent in a $25
subscription.

In addition to the CIO names, the publication is mailed to
the metropolitan dailies, college libraries in (alifornia, state -



and national legislators, out-of-state Councils, the CIO national
and international union officials, governmental departments,
and to individuals who have expressed the desire to receive it.

Among other matters with which the Department concerns
itself:

1. The annual CIO Summer School. Since this Report is
being printed prior to the 1955 Summer School which is to
be held in California Hot Springs, October 2-8, it is impossible
to give details as to the number of students who attended and
other pertinent information. However, the prepared agenda to
be used at the school indicates that students attending will be
given a well-rounded intensive week of instruction in the fields
of labor economics, labor history, issues of '55, international
relations, steward’s training, how to build a stronger union,
and how to be effective in political action. Interspersed with
the school work will be recreational activities.

2. Furnishing specialized data to unions and organizations
so requesting. In addition, special data is sent periodically to
the National CIO-PAC on such matters as CIO people holding
elective or appointive offices, congressional district breakdown
of CIO members, etc.

Information to aid out-of-state Councils is also provided.
An example of this is the material on unemployment and
particularly disability insurance sent to the legislative repre-
sentative of the Massachusetts CIO Council who requested
specific information. He wrote to the Council: “I want Miss
Leshin to know that the material she sent us was of great aid.
With it we nailed cold one of the lies, widely spread by the
opposition.”

3. Preparation of election result reports for every race for
information of CIO leadership and political activists.

4. Taking care of a myriad of questions over the phone
from both unions and outside groups.

5. Preparation of the details and material for the CIO
regional and statewide legislative conferences was the respon-
sibility of the Department. Likewise, the major portion of the
background work of the FEP mobilization was in the hands of
the Department of Education and Legislative Research.

6. Preparation of bill analyses sent to the legislators during
the last session was another phase of this year’s work.

7. The Department likewise prepared Council letters on
legislative issues that were directed to the state law-makers
and the letters for use by the CIO legislative secretarial service.
('The same was done for national issues.)

8. Periodically, research material is mailed to political
clubs for their perusal and dissemination among club members.

9. Arrange for Council staff and other CIO spokesmen
to address students at the Catholic Labor Institute, union meet-
ings and political clubs.

10. Preparation of press releases as a phase of the California
CIO Council public relations and information programs. (See
Appendix II for samples of newspaper coverage of CIO
activities. )
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11. As noted elsewhere, preparation of the Tool Kits, can-
didate slate cards, etc., was part of the responsibility of the
Department.

12. Working with the joint AFL-CIO committee to present
labor’s views on setting up an Institute of Industrial Relations
at State College in Los Angeles is another Department re-
sponsibility.

This in brief is a thumbnail sketch of the activities of the
Department of Education and Legislative Research. Every
effort has been made through the Department of Education
and Legislative Research to help further advance the cause of
CIO and to help disseminate information in this behalf.

VI. AFFILIATION REPORT

An affiliation count as of September 5, 1955, based on the
per capita record of affiliated local unions and information fur-
nished by the International District offices of unaffiliated locals,
evidenced by the table listed below, shows that there are a total
of 318 CIO local unions in California. 250 locals or 79% with
a total membership of 166,501 are affiliated. 68 or 21% with
a membership of 7,375 are unaffiliated.

Affil Unaffil. Total Affiliated  Unaffil.
International Local Local in Member- Member-
Union Unions Unions Calif. ship ship
Auto Workers ....... 27 0 27 59,850
Brewery ............ 1 1 2 100 200
Broadcast ........... 3 0 3 932
Clothing ............ 12 8 20 4,090 845
Communications ..... 45 8 53 23,087 838
Electrical ........... 9 1 10 1,886
Furniture ........... 3 0 3 2,122
Glass and Ceramic .... 0 1 1 10
Insurance ........... 3 0 3 211
Lithographers ........ 1 2 3 700 1,726
Marine & Shipbuilding. 1 1 2 1,729 150
Maritime ........... 2 0 2 500
Newspaper Guild .... 5 2 7 2,812 194
Oil Workers ......... 12 2 14 12,333 400
Packinghouse ........ 10 0 10 7,023
Paperworkers ........ 1 0 145
Retail Wholesale ... .. 2 1 82 250
Rubber Workers ..... 28 4 32 10,991 87
Shoe Workers ....... 0 1 1 25
Steel ............... 39 15 54 29,063 1,169
Textile ............. 8 2 10 2,012 50
Transport Service .... 4 1 5 161 7
Transport Workers ... 2 4 6 102 410
Utility Workers . ... .. 12 7 19 2978 429
Woodworkers ....... 14 4 18 3,062 520
Local Industrial Unions. 3 0 3 169
250 66 316 166,501 7375



An affiliation count of Joint Boards, District Councils and
County Councils is also shown herewith:

Afhliated Unaffiliated  Total in California
Joint Boards
Clothing ........ 1 1 2
Textile ......... 2 0 2
3 1 4
District Councils
Oil ............ 0 1 1
Packinghouse .... 1 0 1
Woodworkers 2 0 2
3 1 4
County Councils . 5 0 5

A comparison with the 1954 Affiliation Report of the Offi-
cers Report feveals an increase of 19,496 in per capita mem-
bership. The total per capita membership as of October 31,
1954, amounted to 147,005, whereas per capita membership as
as of September 5, 1955, amounts to 166,501. The Council
gained 7 new locals during the past year with a membership
of 4,278 and dropped 8; thus it would appear that 15,218
workers were added to existing affiliated locals.

(The Affiliation Report contained in the Convention kit is
based on the affiliation count as of October 15, 1955. There-
fore, totals‘may slightly vary as compared to the above figures.)

VIl. REPORTS BY CHAIRMEN OF
COUNCIL COMMITTEES

The officers wish to take this means of conveying their
appreciation and thanks to chairmen Ruth Miller (Education
Committee), William McMahan (Housing Committee), Ray
Haeckel (Community Services Committee), Carl Allen (Work-
men’s Compensation and Industrial Safety Committee), and
E. J. Franklin (Civil Rights Committee) for the great amount
of time and effort they have given.

Following are reports submitted by the undersigned chair-
men:

HOUSING COMMITTEE REPORT
By WILLIAM McMAHAN, Chairman (CWA)

During the past year the Housing Committee has continued
its participation and research in current housing programs and
problems. Close contact has been kept with the various gov-
ernment and local agencies involved in housing activities and
the committee took active part in various hearings and
conferences.

The more serious problems at this time appear to be urban
renewal (community re-development), relocation and minor-
ity group and lower middle-income group housing.

Urban renewal is complicated by a clash of interests of
various groups who have their own selfish economic interests
to protect. The Housing Committee has evaluated the stands
taken by these groups and is prepared to present a great deal
of factual data at future urban renewal hearings. We believe
this data will assist in developing a slum clearance urban
renewal program that CIO can heartily endorse.

Relocation of lower income families, displaced by many
types of public and private enterprise programs and improve-
ments, has never been satisfactorily accomplished. Every year
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thousands of tenant families and individuals of low or mod-
erate income are forced to move on short notice, then compete
in a tight housing market for over-priced, inadequate rental
housing. Your Committee believes a single public agency, cre-
ated solely to solve this problem, is the only practical solution.
Data has been compiled as to kinds and types of activities that
cause this problem, the extent of the problem over the last few
years, family composition, income ranges, racial characteristics,
transportation problems, and other pertinent items. Some pre-
liminary discussions have been held with public officials and
we hope, in the near future, to accelerate our activities on the
problem.

Despite the greatly improved economic status of minority
groups in the last fifteen years, despite the job security guar-
anteed by the seniority clauses in our union contracts, despite
the proven acceptance of credit responsibilities by minority
groups, despite the provisions of the 1949 and 1954 Housing
Acts that were supposed to insure adequate housing for minor-
ity groups, these minority groups still are largely limited in
solving their housing needs to second-hand housing in older
neighborhoods. Our own CIO unions may be justifiably proud
of the great part they have played in insuring the ability to
acquire new housing if it were available to minority groups,
but greatly increased interest and activity will be required by
our unions if any material assistance is to be given to the solu-
tion of this problem. This Committee has done considerable
research in this matter and is prepared to present its data at
the proper time.

The lower middle-income family has the problem of finding
adequate shelter on a minimum housing budget and no prac-
tical assistance has been given this group in finding it. Pro-
grams in the 1949 and 1954 Housing Acts do not meet the need
of the vast majority of this group and the builders and lenders
purposely ignore the provisions of ‘these bills designed to assist
the group. Having no organization or spokesman, the group
must depend on unions, service groups and other similar
organizations to help solve its problem. So far, the assistance
given has not been too productive.

In the Bay Area, the UAW has pioneered a union assisted
housing project which may be at least a partial solution of
some of the previously discussed problems. Working with the
national headquarters of the union, the Bay Area group
planned an integrated housing project when one of the auto-
mobile plants was moved a considerable distance from its
former location. Despite tremendous resistance to the project,
the union finally overcame the last obstacle and is proceeding
with the building of a tract of good homes, at reasonable
prices, for their members.

The Housing Committee was honored during the year by
an official request of the Department of Labor that it partici-
pate in the planning and conducting of a housing tour, both
in the Southland and in the Bay Area, of an Indonesian Gov-
ernment Housing Mission. The group consisted of eleven gov-
ernment officials and labor leaders and they were given every
assistance and full cooperation in making their week-long stay
in each area an educational, informative, practical and pleas-
urable success.

CIVIL RIGHTS COMMITTEE REPORT
By E. J. FRANKLIN, Chairman (UAW)
Since the formation of the Civil Rights Committee, it has
endeavored to perform its duty, in spite of the difficulty in



getting a full committee meeting during the year. However,
during election time and the convening of the state legislature,
the committee has made itself felt.

Our chief function is to press for civil rights legislation, as
well as to support candidates who support our program.

Before each session of the legislature, we have consulted
Secretary-Treasurer Despol on civil rights bills to be presented.

In the past we have had several FEP bills presented before
the legislature—only to die in Committee.

At the 1955 session of the legislature, we were able to get
AB 971 (FEPC) out of the Assembly Governmental Effici-
ency and Economy Committee and out of the Ways and Means
Committee. Although the bill was defeated in the Senate Labor
Committee, this was the first time that we got such a bill out
of committee and were able to gain passage on the assembly
side. However, AB 970, regarding the hiring of teachers with-
out regard to race, creed or color was passed and signed into
law.

Being a member of the Los Angeles County Committee on
Human Relations, we have been active in many civil rights
issues, pertaining to housing, and the recent Los Angeles Fire
Department segregation case. The City Council defeated an
FEP ordinance, 8-7, in May of this year.

We are quite certain that you are well aware that civil rights
legislation is a No. 1 issue, yet our legislative bodies and many
politicians have made it a political football. At the last session
of the 84th Congress, not one piece of civil rights legislation
was passed.

Both parties, Democratic and Republican, are guilty. It be-
hooves us to look closely at the records of our legislators—city,
county, state and national—as well as the records of candidates.

This committee is continuing to fight for civil rights legis-
lation in spite of the many setbacks.

The committee asks your full support throughout the year.

WORKMEN’S COMPENSATION AND INDUSTRIAL
SAFETY COMMITTEE REPORT
By CARL E. ALLEN, Chairman (OCAW)

During the past year there were a number of state safety
orders that were up for reconsideration in terms of revision,
rewriting and extending of coverage. In addition there were
many new orders. The work of your Chairman in this matter
involves not only representing the Committee of the CIO
State Council but also the Committee of District Council #1
of the Oil, Chemical and Atomic Workers, of which this writer
is also Chairman.

The latest information, as of this writing, shows the status
on the following orders:

1. General Industry Safety Orders—Now completed. These
orders pertain to all industry in the state (where it has jurisdic-
tion) and are superseded only by orders that are written for
a particular industry wherein they cover the point of safety
under consideration. '

2. Electrical Safety Orders—Now completed. These orders
pertain to all electrical equipment throughout the state.

3. Fired Pressure Vessels Safety Orders—Now completed.
This set of safety orders deals with steam boilers and other
fired pressure equipment.

4. Construction Safety Orders—Now in Committee. These
orders deal with safety in the building and construction trades
wherein such work is being done in the state.
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5. Drilling and Production Safety Orders—Now in Commit-
tee. This set of orders relate to field operations in the petroleum
industry.

The Governor’s Safety Conference was also part of your com-
mittee’s activity during the year, as well as some sectional
meetings such as those held in San Diego and Santa Barbara.
One of the members of the State Council committee is Ray
Bilskie of the Rubber Workers, who is a member of the Board
of the Division of Industrial Safety—this Board considers testi-
mony presented at public hearings relating to safety orders.
The Board has the responsibility of adopting safety orders on
the basis of recommendations or testimony made at these
hearings.

This report does not cover every phase of activity but should
serve as an indication of the type of work and activities in
which the Chairman and members of the Committee have a
deep interest and responsibility.

EDUCATION AND RESEARCH COMMITTEE REPORT
By RUTH MILLER, Chairman (ACWA)

During the course of any given year, a number of problems
and projects are presented to the State CIO Council Educa-
tion and Research Committee for consideration and action.

Members of the Committee, from time to time, present the
viewpoint of the Council in a variety of meetings and projects
which the Council endorses.

The major project of the State Education and Research
Committee during this year will be the 1955 Summer School
to be held at California Hot Springs in Tulare County from
October 2 to October 8.

Students will be drawn from various unions in the state
exclusive of Auto, Steel and Communications. These three
unions hold their own schools so that the Council School, which
is conducted jointly by National CIO, Region XIII and the
State Council, makes it possible for the remainder of the CIO
unions in the state to have the benefit of a Summer School
program.

The project is designed to increase the understanding and
knowledge of membership in the problems, history and respon-
sibilities of the labor movement.

The 1954 Summer School was capably staffed by National,
Regional and State personnel in addition to staff members of
individual participating Internationals.

Once again in 1954, the Ken Hunter scholarship was
offered. It was awarded to Floyd Pierce of the Furniture
Workers Local 262 in San Francisco. Brother Pierce proved
to be a valuable asset to the school.

The enrollment of the school was 37 students. There are
very decided advantages in an Institute this size because it
makes possible a close association of the student body among
themselves and with the staff and permits a great interchange
of ideas and experiences.

The Council is most fortunate to have an Education and
Research Committee which is sincerely interested in the prob-
lems to which it is assigned. A vote of thanks is therefore due
committee members Edward Shedlock (UWUA), Eric Carl-
son (ALA), Chester Larson (CWA), Cass Alvin (USA),
Clyde Baker (UAW), Hap Cantley (OCAW), Henry San-
tiestevan (CIO Regional Office) and John Janasco (UPWA).



COMMUNITY SERVICES COMMITTEE REPORT
By RAY P. HAECKEL, Chairman (USA)

It is indeed a pleasure to serve as Chairman of this working
committee because of the fine cooperation we have received.
However, to date, this Community Services program has only
penetrated the surface of our membership and the state as a
community. So far, the results of this penetration have been
most stimulating and gratifying. Thus we, the committee, feel
more strongly than ever that “What Is Good for the Commu-
nity Is Good for the CIO.”

The emphasis during the past year has been to stimulate
more active participation of the membership in the Commu-
nity Services program. Through the development of Commu-
nity Services Committees, they become aware of the affairs of
their communities and the services available in a time of need,
theréby strengthening family life and the community as a
whole.

A breakdown of the activities in the development of this
program is as follows:

1. Integraring the Community Services Program: Great
strides were made this past year through the helpful coopera-
tion of the State Council officers and Board, International
Directors and their staff, the five county councils—Alameda,
Contra Costa, Los Angeles, San Diego, San Francisco—and the
various local unions. This cooperation has brought the National
CIO-CSC program down to the local level, thereby calling
greater public attention to CIO in the community with more
and more agencies requesting CIO representatives on their
boards as the agencies become aware of this active interest of
CIO in community affairs. We have been represented at num-
erous meetings and conferences, assisted in strikes and school
programs—with one thought in mind—that this program was
designed to benefit everyone.

2. Leadership Training: Meetings were held to acquaint
Council officers and International Representatives with the
need for active interest and participation in community affairs
so that they would develop leadership among their member-
ship for the purpose of attaining more CIO representation on
committees and boards of the community agencies, promoting
a better program of service for CIO members and developing
a sound plan of federated giving to health and welfare
agencies.

3. Training the Union Counsellor: This is the most impor-
tant part of our program. In the past year, we have trained an
additional 250 Union Counsellors to assist our members when
they have out-of-plant problems. Future counselling classes
are being scheduled and it is the hope of the committee to have
trained counsellors in every local union in the state.

4. Program for the Aged: Contact was made with all Inter-
nationals and Local Unions in the southern area and meetings
were held to develop a program for the aged. Assistance was
provided to establish committees to obtain gains for the aged,
job retirement pension plans, social security benefits, state
aid for the aged, special housing facilities, recreation, etc.

5. Preparing for the Unemployed: CIO local union officers
and committees were encouraged to contact California State
Employment Service district office managers to receive the
interpretation of the Unemployment Insurance Law, policies,
administration procedures, and the facts regarding unemploy-
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ment insurance determinations. Also to assist in the placement
of CIO members who are unemployed and to know what
health and welfare services are available in the community.

6. Public Relations: It is quite evident that the Community
Services Committee program is becoming more widespread
than ever, not only among the CIO membership but among
community agencies and in the metropolitan press. This was
helped considerably by the development of the following:

The CIO-CSC Awards Dinner: This Awards Dinner

sponsored by the Greater Los Angeles CIO Council and its
Community Services Committee coincided witk the Annual
Philip Murray Award Dinner. It was the first time that labor
in this area has recognized the efforts of social workers and
community agencies. Nine community agencies and four indi-
viduals were honored with awards for outstanding Community
Services.

b. The Union Counsellor Graduation Dinner: This dinner
was sponsored by the State Council and the three Bay Area
Industrial Union Councils. It was attended by agency repre-
sentatives, husbands and wives of graduating counsellors. It
was necessary for the 96 people who graduated to attend seven
out of nine sessions of the course in order to receive a diploma.
Dr. Milton Chernin, Dean of the School of Social Welfare,
University of California, was the principal speaker. These
dinners attracted wide interest in the metropolitan press and
various official publications of community agencies having a
state-wide circulation.

c. "Keynotes”—CSC publication of Southern California:
“Keynotes” is the new publication of the CSC office of Southern
California which devotes itself to facts, figures, and how-to-
do-it methods, such as garnishments, unemployment insurance
benefits, family budgeting, etc. The first issue which deals with
garnishments was a tremendous success. Copies have been
requested by judges, attorneys, the Public Defender’s office,
community agencies and A. F. of L. representatives. The next
issue of “Keynotes” will be devoted to California State Em-
ployment Service determinations regarding unemployment
benefits and “how to present the facts” in making a claim.

d. "A¢ Your Service”—CSC publication of Northern Cali-
fornia: “At Your Service” is a monthly Newsletter which in-
forms Union Counsellors and Local Unions about public and
voluntary agencies such as changes in the health and welfare
laws, agency programs, and highlighting cases that are re-
ferred and processed.

a.

e. Meeting with the Agency Representatives: Monthly meet-
ings with members of the Community Services Committee
and top personnel of community agencies are held so that a
better understanding of programs may result. The cooperation
of each is to the advantage of all concerned.

f. CIO Commaunity Services Handbook: Directors Harding
and Hellender cooperated in the preparation of the State Coun-
cil's publication “CIO Kit No. 7—How to use Community
Service Program.” The "CIO Community Services Handbook”
which is included in this kit describes the services of national
and local community agencies and how to use them. While it
was developed as a working handbook for the CIO Union
Counsellors, many agencies in the community requested copies
for their own use. The following letter is an example of the
response it received from community agencies (see Appendix
I for other samples of letters) :



WELFARE PLAA/A]]/',”COUNCIL, LOS ANGELES REGION

729 SOUTH FIGUEROA STREET
LOS ANGELES 17, CALIF.

- WELFARE INFORMATION SERVICE - MICHIGAN 8821

April 1
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Mr, Charles J. Harding

C.I.0. Community Services

Welfare Federation of lLos Angeles Area
729 South Figueroca Street

Los Angeles 17, California

Dear Mr. Harding:

Welfare Information Service is most grateful to CIO-CSC for making
available to some of our interested agencies recently the "CIC Kit
No. 7 = How to Use Commnity Service Program" and "ITwenty-five
Steps to Community Service." You may be interested to know how
some of the individuals have been using the Kit. Dr. Shefflre and
Mrs. Nowlin of the Board of Education Counseling and Guidance Divi-
sion are doing a comprehensive review of the use of community
resources by the Los Angeles City Board of Education personnel at
all levels of education. This is a tremendous project and will
result in very real improvements in school-agency relations, we
hope. They are developing a guide to commnity resources for use
of their school people. Your Kit will be very helpful to them as a
sample of another approach.

A faculty member of UCLA School of Social Work is another person, I
believe, who has received a Kit, and is meking a study of problems

and use of cormunity resources by management and labor. The referral
service at the Church Welfare Bureau, which consults with church grours
around health and welfare problems, is another agency which has been
particularly interested in the Kit.

I also want to take this opportunity to express to you and Mrs. Stone
and the CIO-CSC the satisfaction WIS has had in working with you on
special referral service. Mrs. Moses and the rest of the staff are
glad to have you call upon us at any time when you think we can be
helpful., -

Sincerely,
cc - Mr, George Hill
OFFICERS
WX.I:‘FE;'S. HILBORN

FIRST VICE PRESIDENT (Mrs .) Barbara Hi Tilies’ Director

H. C. WILLETT, Sc.D.

e T Welfare Information Service
MRS. JOHN W, EAGLE

TREASURER

HARRY L. MA;SER

CHAIRMAN FINANCE COMMITTEE

ROBERT J. HADDEN

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY

C. W. PFEIFFER Participating in the Los Angeles Community Chest




VIIl. SPECIAL REPORTS ON:

CORRECTIONAL INDUSTRIES
COMMISSION ACTIVITIES

By LOUIS B. KNECHT, Director, CWA-CIO District 9
Member, Correctional Industries Commission

The most pressing need of the Department of Corrections
is still additional prison capacity. This problem was not solved
by the last session of the legislature and is one which the State
Council should still be taking considerable interest in. By June
30th of 1956 adult prisons with a unit capacity of 13,381 will
be expected to safely keep 17,000 prisoners. It should be
pointed out also that of this 13,000 capacity, 3700 are in tem-
porary semi-permanent or outmoded buildings. By 1965 the
prisons of California may be expected to house 23,000
offenders. Therefore, during the next ten years the State of
California should provide additional capacity for over ten
thousand adult prison inmates. Even if temporary and con-
demned buildings are continued in use indefinitely, the state
will need to build additional capacity for 6600 inmates. The
real question is not, “Shall there be more prison construction?”
but rather, “What is the best compromise between cost of con-
struction and operation on the one hand, and safety and effici-
ency on the other?”. For many years administrators in this
field have held steadfastly to the belief that prisons with a
capacity of more than 1500 are cumbersome, dangerous and
inefficient. The Department of Corrections knows of no re-
sponsible experienced leader in the criminology field in the
United States or in the entire world who does not also share
this conviction.

The American Prison Association, which has been the official
voice of the leaders in the field of penology for the past 85
years, has been on record by formal resolution since 1929 to
the effect that institutions for adult prisoners should not exceed
a capacity of 1200; and institutions for juveniles and young
adults of the reformatory age group (18 to 25 years) should
be even smaller, preferably from 600 to 1000.

However, in spite of these accepted professional standards,
the Department of Corrections of California has sought to
find some reasonable compromise between the cost advantages
of large institutions and the safety and rehabilitative values of
small ones. This compromise involves limiting the develop-
ment of adult institutions such as the California State Prison
at Soledad to an ultimate total capacity not to exceed 3000,
but with the important provision that the expansion of the
institution be carried on in such a way as to add separate
branch or satellite units on the same site so that insofar as the
inmate program and inmate segregation is concerned, we
would, in effect, have a parent institution and two or three
branch facilities with a capacity of about 600 in each unit. To
use the Soledad situation as an example, we have there a new,
complete institution with a capacity of 1500. We have a tem-
porary structure known as the Farm Barracks which has a
capacity of 440, but is currently caring for 700. Current plans
provide for adding two more satellite units of 600 each.

Attention is called to a pamphlet entitled, “Some Prison
Questions Answered, or a Summary of Long-Term Needs for
the Department of Corrections Construction” which was issued
by the California Department of Corrections in January of
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this year. All people interested in this field and those with the
responsibility for carrying out statewide and community level
duties should be acquainted with this pamphlet. Once more,
forces in the State Legislature with little or no understanding
of the problem are attempting to curtail and cut back appro-
priations for additional prison facilities in California. So far,
those attempts have been, in the main, successful. I believe the
California State CIO Council should continue to support the
long-term needs of the Department of Corrections as enunci-
ated in this January report, and should use every means at our
disposal to convince those legislators friendly to us that they,
in turn, should support this kind of program. Opponents of
the program are still thinking in terms of adding additional
bunks to existing cell blocks in order to take care of the prison
population problem, and this does nothing more than com-
pound an already overcrowded situation. We in the CIO must
get behind the needs of the Department of Corrections and do
everything we can to advance the programs laid down if we
are to carry out our responsibilities to our people.

Perhaps the most ambitious of the Correctional Industries
programs is the cotton textile industry which is being set up
at San Quentin. The textile mill is in operation and there
were approximately 136 men assigned to this activity as of
March 31st, with another 200 expected to be absorbed in July.
Since this is the only cotton textile enterprise in California, it
is considered a pilot project for the state and its success will
largely determine whether or not it is feasible for further
cotton textile enterprises of this nature to be established by
private enterprise. As you know, all the cotton used in this mill
comes from California.

During the last week of the recent session of the legisla-
ture, three resolutions were adopted which affect work pro-
grams in the various institutions in California. They are Sen-
ate Resolutions #144, #147, and #162. As a State Council, I
think we should pay particular attention to the activities of
the various commissions set up by these resolutions so that we
don’t get ourselves in a situation where the state legislature
begins to play politics with what is a perfectly good and work-
able program.

As in recent years, I think our main theme should still be
to try to educate the public at the community level of the
problems associated with prison needs in California. Only in
that way will we be able to apply enough pressure to the state
legislature that they will take cognizance of these needs and
stop playing politics with the problem.

CLOTHING TRADE ADVISORY COMMITTEE
OF THE CALIFORNIA STATE PRISONS
By JEROME POSNER, Manager, L. A. Joint Board, ACWA
Member, Clothing Trade Advisory Committee
For a number of years, I have served as a member of the
Clothing Trade Advisory Committee of the State Prisons.

This committee is made up of representatives of industry
and labor who are charged with the responsibility of supervis-
ing the training and work habits of inmates of state prisons
who are assigned to the needle trades work sections of their
particular prisons.



It is the task of the prisoners within this group to produce
the garments worn by inmates of California state institutions.
The work they do is, at no time, in competition with private
industry.

As I see the function of the Committee, it has a multifold
responsibility. First, it is our duty to see that the skills involved
in producing clothing are properly taught as a trade in the
state prisons so that when a prisoner has concluded serving
his time, he will have a means of earning a livelihood. Second,
the training should be in line with the most modern methods
of production both for the benefit of the trainee and for the
industry into which he will come. Third, we must do all we
can to place each parolee immediately upon his or her release.

The people who comprise the Advisory Committee are
doing an important job mainly because it is a selfless, humani-
tarian job. They are not merely working to save money for
the state—this is a by-product; they are working to help people
who, for a variety of reasons, have had to pay a debt to society.
The importance of the task is highlighted by the startling fact
that the average age of prisoners in our state is 24!

During the 15 year period in which I have been manager
of the Los Angeles Joint Board of the Amalgamated Clothing
Workers of America, we have placed a good number of
parolees and we are careful to guide them through their first
period of employment. We try to make them feel secure in

their jobs and help them on the road to a useful, productive
life.

COOPERATION BETWEEN CIO REGIONAL OFFICE
AND CALIFORNIA CIO COUNCIL

By IRWIN L. DeSHETLER, CIO Director, Region XIII

Again this year, the office of Region XIII has good reason
for expressing gratitude to the CIO-California Industrial Union
Council, its officers and board members, for their full coopera-
tion in furthering CIO programs and policies.

Response to the requests made by this office to the officers
and board members to implement in the field the important
political action, legislative, education ,and other basic CIO
programs has been magnificent.

During the first session of the 84th Congress, many field
action programs were sent to us through our National CIO
Legislative Department. All of our State CIO Councils were
keystones in this endeavor. We are happy to say that coopera-
tion from all of them in Region XIII was given fully and
effectively.

This year, as it has in past years, Region XIII again entered
into co-sponsorship with the CIO-California Industrial Union
Council of a Summer School, held in California Hot Springs.
Our office assisted in liaison with the office of George Guernsey,
Associate Director in charge of Education, National CIO De-
partment of Education and Research. Also, staff representatives
from our office participated in the school.
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State CIO Council participation and cooperation in various
conferences and meetings called by the office of Region XIII
was very much appreciated.

Particularly, we wish to stress our appreciation for the par-
ticipation of the Council’s two top officers in the Conference
called by Region XIII, held in Portland, Oregon.

We believe that CIO moved forward on all fronts this
past year—in political action, legislative work, education, organ--
izing, collective bargaining, etc.

Of particular importance in this achievement of progress
was the full cooperation of all State CIO Councils in those
areas in which they are operative.

As Director, Region XIII, it is a great pleasure to express
for myself, and for my staff, our appreciation to the officers
and board members of the CIO-California Industrial Union
Council for the cooperation and work well done in the year
of 1955.

IX. A WORD OF THANKS!

The past year has witnessed well-attended Executive Board
meetings, meetings which were called regularly during the
year in connection with Council work and activity programs.
To the Board members, the officers wish to express grateful
appreciation for their participation and cooperation in the
work of this organization. A special word of thanks is ex-
tended to Vice-Presidents Clark (USA), Bruhl (OCAW),
Eubanks (ANG), Shedlock (UWUA), Stone (UAW) and
Wilson (URW), for their assistance and advice and for rep-
resenting the Council on various occasions.

Special thanks go to National CIO-PAC Field Director
George B. Robers. In his travels around the state he has very
ably explained the legislative and political action programs of
our State Council and he has urged all-out cooperation by local
unions.

To Irwin DeShetler, CIO Director, Region 13, also goes
special thanks for the fine cooperation and understanding he
and his staff have extended to the Council.

Grateful appreciation is extended to Charles Harding,
Southern California Director of the CIO Community Services
Committee, and to Art Hellender, Northern California Director
of the Community Services Committee, for their cooperation
in representing the Council before community agencies and
state governmental bodies.

And to the affiliated CIO unions, County Councils, Joint
»ards and District Councils whose financial and moral sup-
port and cooperation have made possible the type of activities
contained in this Report, our sincerest thanks and appreciation.

Respectfully submitted,
MANUEL DiASs, President
JouN A. DEsSPOL, Secretary-Treasurer
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somqoossenesx ~ Ernest B, Webb

Charles F. Hanna STATE OF CALFORNIA
DEPARTMENT OF INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS
DIVISION OF APPRENTICESHIP STANDARDS

69 Ninth Street
San Francisco 3
May 2, 1955

Mr. John A, Despol, Secretary-Treasurer
California Industrial Union Council
117 West Ninth Street

Los Angeles 15, California

Dear Mr, Despol:

I have been told about the interest and help which
you gave in a recent appointment of myself to be Chief of the
Division of Apprenticeship Standards. I want you to-kmow that
I appreciate your personal interest and the interest of your
fine organisation in bringing this about.

We have very much appreciated working with your
group in past years and are looking forward to working with you
in the future. It is with the help of you and your fine organiza-
tion that we have been able to build apprenticeship as we now lmow
it in California., With your help we can continue to improve the
program which all of us know can be improved.

Congress of the nited Htates e e
Touse of Representatives e
Washington, B. €.

December 24, 1954

Mr. John A. Despol
Secretary-Treasurer
CIO State Council

117 W 9th Street

Los Angeles, California

Dear Johns

Thank you for your telegram of
congratulations and thank you, particularly,
for your most kind offer to type the personal
thank you letters which I will be sending to
campaign workers and financial contributors.
This exhibits a keen practical political sense,
showing that you realize .a cempaign is not over
until many weeks after election day.

We are just now setting up the
lists of people to whom letters will be written
and I do not know now whether I will have more
letters to write than my staff can handle. If
I do I will most certainly take advantage of

I am quite sure the efforts of labor-management and our your kind offer.

own group have produced the good record which we now have and
will, in the future, prod better r ds for those who are so
deeply interested in our youth and in treining them for the many
occupations necessary to our industries in California.

Speaking of "thanks” I owe a
debt of gratitude to you and to the other or-
ganized labor greups which were the major sup-
porters of my campaign. I can only repay it by
deing my best to be the type of legislator who
is solely interested in the welfare of the people.

Will you also express my sincere appreciation te
Messrs. Manuel Dias, Bernard Simon, Joe Deardorff, William Gruwell,
Marie DeMartini and many others who have indicated their interest

in this work. Sincerely,

John E. Moss, Jr.

Congress of the Enited Htates

o pres 155 CORRAL DAQDVIW ROAD u'r‘m:sk 3: Dairies

SALINAS, IF.

HARLAN HAGEN et yoid Aioines

CONGRESSMAN, 14TH CALIFORNIA DISTRICT @ssemhlg Revenue and Taxation

STATE CAPITOL

ZONE 14 l. - .
ifornia islature
April 28, 1955 nmto:.'.c,;:‘mwu QI& f1) ‘pes

- ALAN G. PATTEE

ASSEMBLYMAN, THIRTY-FOURTH DISTRICT

-4/

Mr. John Despol

California Industrial Union Council
117 West Ninth Street

Los Anreles 15, California

Dear Johnny:

Lt A :

%A Aovet o aaide e a7 5T
oy N iy
M/&Mj%% it ZEL
/W//M/‘/Wf/%*

I am writing to you to express my deep appreciation for the
moral and mterial assistance and many courtesies which you fur-
nished to me in the last election. I shall be forever grateful to
you., I trust that my actions have justified, and will continue to
justify, the mutual respect we have shared in the past,

Presently I am a member of the House Agriculture Committee.
My position on this Committee has already permitted me to render a
rare service to my District in the fight over cotton allotments and
with respect to other matters. I am certain that you can stand on ny
record of service to agriculture in the most direct amd active way.

In general I have tried to follow the line of judgment rather - -7 -
than partisanship in voting on the great issues which confront the & { O ﬂ""/{/‘ /ﬂ‘e . S~ T A
Congress In most instances these lines coverge. Jf“ /é[;é/%

I will appreciate your continuing interest in political affairs.
Any informational material relating to the affairs of our Govermment
which you desire will be readily forthcoming from my office. A
great deal must be done now to assure the election of the best
Congress and the best President in 1956 and we, who share common
convictions of Government and politics, must be armed with the utmost

knowledge in order that we may persuade others to our points of view. M
ith best personal regards, I am, . ‘.
Sincerely yours

N —

HARIAN HAGEN
Member of Congress
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SAcRAMENTO ADORESS
STATE CaPITOL.
preva

commrrans
CoNSERVATION, PLARNING, AND
PUBLIC WoRKS

SociAL waLraRE
WAYS AND MEANS

VERNON KILPATRICK

MENBER OF ASSEMBLY, FIFTY-FIFTH DISTRICT

January 12, 1955

Mr. John A, Despol, Legislative Representative
Sacramento Hotel

Sacramento, California

Dear John:

’ I am rreatly appreciative or the material
you sent through titled "FACTS ON TAXES". Since my
service in the Legislature, this 1s the best effort
I have seen presenting the tacts of tax life to the
people and to the Members. I think an effort should
be made to get your charts printed in The Journal.
It seems to me it knocks over very well the justice
in turther increase of various types of use or sales

taxe.

Cordiafly yours,

VK:ED ernon patric

413 SouTH IuPERIAL AvENUE.
BRAWLEY, CALIFORNIA
n 2042

SACRAMENTO ADDRESS
STATE CAPITOL.

20mE 14
TaLarnont: 81 24711
a7, se30

Assemhly e
Qalifornia Legislature

J. WARD CASEY

MEMBER OF ASSEMBLY, SEVENTY.SIXTH DISTRICT

viem cuatamAN
COMMITTEE ON LEGISLATIVE REPRESENTATION

April 13, 1955

Mr. John A. Despol

Legislative Representative
California Industrial Union Council
117 West Hinth Street

Los Angeles 15, California

Dear Mr. Despoli

Thank you for the handbook on State and
Local Taxes.

This 1s certainly a useful and informative
handbook, and I appreciate having it.

Ward Casey

WC:s
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L. 6. BUCKMASTER, FassiomT

JOSEPH W. CHILDS, Vicx Passioesty 'WALKER,

Waifes Bubber, Govk, Binoleun aus Ploghc Wovkens of Rrmevica

TWITED RUSSER WORKERS' BULDING - MIGH AT MIL STREEY mg
Akron 8, Glyio —

-
June 2, 1955

Geraldine Leshin

Administrative Assistant

California Industrial Union Council ~ CIO
117 W. 9th Street

Los Angeles 15, Calif.

Dear Gerry:

Thanks very much for giving us the names of the congress-
men for our list of people.

We appreciate your help a great deal.

Our personal thanks to Ethel Case for the work she did.

Fraternally yours,

%/«c
Joé Glazer

JG:ds EDUCATION DIRECTOR
1e27 CIO

CALIFORNIA DISTRICT COUNCIL NO. 13
INTERNATIONAL WOODWORKERS OF AMERICA - C.1.0.
P. O. BOX 1271 ... PHONE 399
1864 MONTGOMERY STREET
OROVILLE. CALIFORNIA
-+

March 10, 1955

John Despol, Secretary-Treasurer
CIO-California Industrial Union Council
117 West Ninth Strest

Los Angeles 15, California

Dear Sir and Brother:

This letter is to inform you that our eleven (11) month strike
against the Hampton Lumber Company in the Laytonville area is
officially ended.

I wish to thank your office for its very valuable assistance
it has rendered this District Council during this period.

Although the settlement is not all that we had hoped for, we
feel quite sure that we will, ohe day soon, gain a foot hold
for the Int tional of America, CIO, in the
Laytonville area.

Sincerely and Fraternally

California District Council #13
I.W.A. - C.I.0.

ERL:sw
cc: Manuel Dias, President
CIO-California Industrial Union Council




LOS ANGELES COUNTY DEMOCRATIC® CENTRAL COMMITTEE

DON ROSE JACK J. S8PITZER MARY SHAW H. O VAN PETTEN TOM B. CARVEY ED HAWKINS ROBERT JOSEPH ADRIENNE LEIBSOHN
CHAIRMAN 18T VICE-CHAIRMAN 2ND VICE-CHAIRMAN 3RD VICE-CHAIRMAN SECRETARY TREASURER ASST, SECRETARY ASST. TREASURER

August 2, 1955

Geraldine Leshin

CI0-California Industrial Union Council
117 West Ninth Ptreet

Los Angeles 15, California

Dear Gerry:

I would have responded earlier to your request for an up-to-date
list of Los Angeles County Uemocratic Central Committee members

but there have been numerous resignations and filling of vacancies
and no accurate list was available. I have forwarded your request
to Tom Carvey, Secretary, and have asked him to get the information
for you ae he has the most recent corrected addresses.

Don Rose,
Chairman
DR:ec
ccs John Lespol
Tom Carvey
LIt 5,5'
\‘ i '-//.!"-L‘\' ‘f.‘“ P\ve
e
5 3 ._‘7__'\.?—3 '
,.ﬁ'j ;.\\\C
SUITE 911, 742 SOUTH HILL ST. LOS ANGELES 14, CALIFORNIA

*NATION'S LARGEST REGULARLY MEETING DEMOCRATIC COUNTY COMMITTEE - REPRESENTING 1) MILLION REGISTERED DEMOCRATS

20




BUSINESS ADDRESS . commITrERS

2914 W. SLAUSON AVENUE ‘l“:'u.‘“'wuu
LOS ANGELES 43, CALIFORNIA ‘ AM 4‘“ EA“”'ARIERS
TELEPHONE: AX MINSTER 4-8871 MiLivany Arvaing E PA' H
PUBLIC HEALTH %
PUBLIC UTILITIES &
——
s, saemhl e ED ROYBAL
LOS ANGELKS 47, CALIFORNIA "‘—
TELEPHONE. PL RASANT 3.0811 ARY—L08 ANSELES for
COUNTY DRLESATION

SACRAMENTO ADDRESS

e Qalifornia Tegislature LEuTEUNT SovRNGR

20M 14
Teemonn of Lowr 241 3610 WEST FIRST ST. 10S ANGELES 4, CALIF.
TELEPHONE DUnkirk 4-8071

CHARLES H. WILSON -

ASSEMBLYMAN, SIXTY.SIXTH DISTRICT

- February 20, 1955
June 25, 1955
Mr. Manuel Dias
Mr. vuun Ae Despol | 117 W. 9th Street
- ¥
CIO California Industrial Union Couneil Los Angeles 15, Calif,
oy : : Dear Mr, Dias:

Los Angeles 15, California

‘ My very special thanks to you for your assistance
Dear Johni in my campaign for Lieutenant Governor. I want you
to kmow that I am deeply grateful for your wonderful
support and the spirit in whioch it was given.

May I take this opportunity to again thank you and the CIO for the helpfulness
and courteous consideration extended to me in my first session with our State Unfortunately we cannot always win, but I want
Legislature. you to kngwlthnt I shall continue my efforts toward

the princ es of freedom and justice upon which our
I feel that great progress was made by our lower house, at least, in the recent gove:nmontpwas founded. I po
session in much of the legislative program of your organisation.

Again, my sincerest thanks for all your help

I look to the guidance and recommendations of the CIO as one of the most impor- and my h\ml’)le apologies for not acknowledging your
tant fastors in my legislative determinations and it is hoped that we will have generous support sooner.

an opportunity to work closely tegether for many years to come,
Please express my thanks and appreciation to the members of the CIO for their

valuable friendship and assistance it the first opportunity you may have, i g : ' p
’ v -
Very gineerely yours, * EDWARD R. ROYBAL/%A(’

CHARLES H. WILSON

Cordially yours,

CHWs fm

AMERICAN FEDERATION OF THE PHYSICALLY HANDICAPPED, ... .
@ et 1.0 b et Bt Texas State CI0 Council

Administrative Vice-Presideats: Loutse DuNn  Rovy Evans R. J. GREER

APHILIATES: ATPH EDUCATIONAL FUND, INC., APPH INSTITUTE FOR HUMAN 1370 NATIONAL PRSSS BUKLDING
. e WASHINGTON 4, D. C. i@g
Tolophono: Mipublle 7-1334
PAUL A. STRACHAN, Prosidont April 12, 1958. |
MISS MILDEED SCOTL, SestervTrose=~ Mr. Johm A, Despol, Sec'y-Treas., S. A. MILES 310 EAST 14TH STREET D. ROY HARRINGTON
Vice Presidents California Industrial Usiem Council, , Presidest AUSTIN, TEXAS Executive Secretary
Robert H. Avstin 117 W, 9th St., Telophoae; 7-6195
) v Les Amgeles 18, Calif.
"% Somrr Fromk Carlon 'Q‘
T e Cosk, . Dear Bro. Despol:
Walter £ Ditmars
'..uT""‘o.‘.&"’ Yours, April 11, eaclosimg comtributbenm check
A Carics bl for $25, received, and I ask that you thank Bro. March 11, 1955
o Sobwaon Dias, and your Executive Board Members.
e e
e ieasn We have just begun te fight fer eur FEDERAL
David 1" ebemia " =% AGENCY FOR HANDICAPPED bill, cepy ef which will CIO-California Industrial Union Council
°“..'.::"'.7’J_‘.. soon be sent you, wheam prints are eut, and this 117 W. 9th Street
ey = $500,000,000 mequure is of deep comcern to all Laber. Los Angeles 15, California Room 911
Fronk $. Riorden
A o et I hepe, in future, it will be pessible for you Dear Sirs:
N 1B bt UBr i, to include AFPH Contribution in your Amaual Budget,
e, Mo Wikeme because, this is a "continuing pregram”, amd each We have seen your Tool Kit No. 7 and we
Ebwerd . Welie year, we shall need funds to carry on. are very impressed with the format as well as the materials
Directers which you have used. We were wondering if it would be
Col. Robert 3. Allen NMeantime, agaim, 1 thank you, and invite you possible to have one copy of each of the other six.
".T.'.;"&-. to visit us, when you agaian come to Washimgtonm.
Jowse Clomt Bt

|
t

Sincerely and fraternally,

L, Yornigf=
D. Roy Harrington
Secretary

o i
i
g

'
g’i

/ 'V
L4

Presiideat.

;
'l
1

'ﬁl*
Hon. Wikiem S Tysen drh
Hon. Semwel A. Welss lmn
Or. W. M. Whitehoud



S7S Wyoming, at sea May lith, 1955

C.I.0,~California Council
117 West 9th Street, Rm. 911
Los Angeles, California

Dear Sirs;

Enclosed you will find a reply concerning the minimum wage bill,
that I received from Hom. James B. Utt, my congressional Representative from
Orange County.

The letter is certainly self explanatory on the position he is
taking on this all impotant measure, which so vitally affects the un-skilled
labor group. Especially of course in our Southern States, Mr, Utt seems to
have reversed the intent of the minimum wage bill, spesking as if a ceiling

is a floor, and & floor is a ceiling.

Thanking you again, may I remain

Fraternally and Sci::ﬁ:‘ly, Z
m§k Miller S/S Wyoming
% Texas 0il Co. P.0. #755

Wilmington, California

AMERICAN ASSOCIATION FOR THE UNITED NATIONS

AMBASSADOR HOTEL + LOS ANGELES B, CALIFORNIA
DUNKinx 3-6088

\"\9 April 6, 1955
@

CHARLES MACKINTOSH Miss Geraldine Leshin
Prosident 117 W. 9th St m
W. 0. DAVIS Los Angeles, Calif.
Vice-President
¥ Dear Miss Leshin:
MRS. ROBERT H. EDGECUMBE
Membership You no doubt know by now about the success of
MBS, H. H. KODANI our Tenth Ye_r Dinner and the many compliments
:'n"c:'.".""" that have been given regarding it to our officers
& Specialized Agencies and chapter members.
“':[f:.‘mu:f sl Thank you sincerely for your efforts in behalr of
G o Netiiboars the dinner. We feel that it was a tremehdous
MRS. ANNE O'FERRALL undertaking which achieved many of 1its purposes. ¢

All of us who worked sc hard toward its completion

Vice-President
Dept. of Public Information
can point with pride to a job well done.

GEORGE L. RANDALL
Vice-President

Public Relations You can rest assured that not only does the Chapter
WARREN A. BATES benefit by this event but the cause of the United
Treasurer Nations has been furthered in our community--for
MRS. WILLIAM F. STAGEN this we cannot thank you enoughe

Recording Secretary
MHELENE BOUGHTON

S Sincerely,

Immediate Past President —4 ’
84, of Dir. Representatives 7/ 2 =

LOMSE Mnron Mrs. John W, Ervin, Chairman
o r. e Fund-Raising Dinner Committee
-

E/h

Congress of Industrial Organizations

ARTHUR J. GOLDBERG December 27, 1954
GENERAL COUNSEL L 7-8383
1001 CONNEGTICUT AVE.. N. W. "‘"“‘.n

Mr. John Despol
117 West 9th Street - Rm. 911
Los Angeles 15, California

Dear John:

I want to thank you for your participation in the Labor Law
Conference panel on "Civil Liberties", and especially for your
generosity in stepping in at the last minute as you did. I
appreciated your comments and know that your discussion contributed
greatly to the success of the Conference.

With all best wishes for your happiness and success in the
New Year, I am

s

A; J. Goldberg
General Counsel

Calijornia :
Water and Power Users Association

-
Treasurer's Offices % Retail Clerks Union, 84 8o. lst St., San Jose, Calif.

April 26, 1955

CIO-California
Industrial Union Couneil,
7208 Rast lith Street,
Oakland, Califorania
ATTENTION: President Dias and St
Secretary- )
Dear 8irs and Brotherss

The action of your Council in making your recent grant of $500.00

to this Association to implement our :.-bounp campaign t: great-

x.:;munu and will be of major 2ssistance in perpstuating the
you endorsed by making your first contribution last year.

We believe that we have the uou‘ the organisational structure,

Association as a beneficial
foree in the determination of water and pewer development in this

t
inereases in their u}em
and must

i
:
{
:

to all other Californians in helping
ensure otumndzmrmuu
develo and conserved for common benefit of this and future

We shall informed of our and activities im the
ture and beg that do net tate te let us serve you oa
any that eome to mind.
Erate yours,
74&4 2 e
Vietor Las
GEORGE E. SEHLMEYER, Pres. JOHN E. THORNE, st V-¢ M. M. KIBLER, 2d V.-P SEN. H. E. DILLINGER, 3rd V.P
Master. Call Grange Ch., Sta. C. Co. W.& P. Users Ch., So. 8.J. Vly. W. Users Asn. Dir., El Dorado Irrig. Dist.
ERNEST MCcMILLAN, Sec. VICTOR J. LAZZARO, Treas. SAM B. EUBANKS, Dir. REV. JAS. L. VIZZARD, 8.J., Dir
State Leg. &n.hkv.m Sta. Cl. Co. Cent. Lab. Council V-P, CIO Cal, Ind. Union Coun. Nat. Cath. Rurlll‘tocuni.

CHARLES F. LAMBERT, Dir. ROBERT B. RIVER, Consultant
Sacto. River Water Assn. Organizing Secretary

THOMAS A. SMALL, Dir.
V-P., Calif. Fed. of Labor, AFL



Calijornia
Water and Power Users Association

POST OFFICE BOX 145 - FRUITVALE STATION - OAKLAND 1, CALIFORNIA
174

TPHE 228D 06 D DENOCRATIOC COUNCTL

February 23, 1955

May 4th 1955

Jerry Leschin
California Industrial Union Council-CIO
117 West Ninth St.

CI0-Califprnia Indisutrial Union Council, Los Angeles 15, Calif,

117 West Ninth Street,
Los Angeles 15, California.
Dear Jerry:

Dear Sirs: Attiz: Mrs. Leshin. I want you to know that the members of the 22nd C.D.

Democratic Council greatly appreciate the service yo rformed
Your kindness and speed in furnishing us with the tapes of & y app you pe

for us in mimeographing our Steering Committee report on the 1954
addresses requested is greatly appreciated and will be of great value in grap g 13 P 5

Campaign, as we appreclate the ma ther contributions the State
our current campaign for membership and funds. Thank you ! | o . wa

~ CIO Council has made b .
Today we have shipped you some material at the suggestion of . de on behalf of the Democratic Party

Mr. Eubanks, as indicated in the enclosed copy of letter to him. We

With best regards,

e ol 0 A

Currin V. Shields,
Chairman

understand that its use has already been decided upon between him and Mr.
Despol and others concerned.
Again thanking you, Sincerely yours,

- By: Audrey Barnett
. Corresponding Secretary,
( 22nd C.D. Democratic Council
~ 18940 Sylvan St.
Reseda, Calif.

{,

CALIFORNIA WATER AND

POWER USERS ASSOCIATION
ROBERT B. RIVER, Org. Sec.
4507 Tulip Ave,, Oakland-19, Cairr

GEORGE E. SEHLMEYER, Pres. JONN E. TNOINI 1st V P M. M. KIBLER, V.-P '
Master, California Grange Ch., W.& P. on., 8o 87Ny W. Coors asn. *=Birr Ei Dorado 1ie” Digty
ERNEST A. McMILLAN, Sec. VioToR 5; LAzzAno T SAM B. EUBANKS, Dir. ' ZZA
State Log. Chme. Bro, iy Clerks  Sta. Ch. Co, Gent. Lab Council  V-By CIO Cal. Tnd. Uaton Goun. "= N "'.“' h: Moras Lars Gont. "
CHARLES F. LAMBERT, DIr. _THOMAS A. SMALL, Dir. ROBERT B. R
IARLES F. LAMBERT, [ HOMAS Lo 0! B. wln. e
SAMUEL WM. YORTY ELEANOR CHAMBERS
26TH DISTRICT, CALIFORNIA PHLD REPRESINTATIVE
ROOM 146847 POST OFFICE BUILDING
COMMITTEE: LoS ANGELES 12, CALIFORNIA-
INTERIOR AND INSULAR AFFAIRS TR ——
T Congress of the Anited Htates

1423 NEW HousE OFFICE BUILDING

Bouse of Representatives

Washington, B, €, 668 South Bonnie Brae Street
Los Angeles 57, California

July 28, 1955

Mr, John A. Despol

C.I.0,

117 West 9th Street

Los Angeles 15, California

Dear John:

In its decision #51736 the Public Utilities Commission
has denied the application of the Pacific Gas and Electric
Company for very special rate concessioms to its largest
interruptible customer, the Permanente Cement Company.
P.G.E. will, it appears be permitted to file a new general
schedule which will lower rates to the largest customers
while smaller ones are being raised but, at least, the
singling out of one giant company for individual treatment
was sto; .

Sincergly,

W. YORTY




COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES

BUREAU OF PUBLIC ASSISTANCE
DEPARTMENT OF CHARITIES

WILLIAM A. BARR
ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT OF CHARITIES

August 18, 1955

ADDRESS REPLY TO:
BUREAU OF
PUBLIC ASSISTANCK

1917 American Avemme
Long Beach 6, California

Mr. Charles J. Harding, Directer

Dear Mr, Hardings

A fev months ago you sent me a copy of your C.I.0. Commnity
Services handbook, kit #7. Your brochure was of comsiderable interest
to our Bureau of Public Assistance and its administrators. Ue feel
that this material is of great help to the psmbers of your Counsil
hmtitwryclurl:utnncthhuomﬂnetquoudm
u.dﬂni-urdbymmuth-wluhm referring
your union bers te our 61 public assistance offices.

out the available resources of the

btnl.looun itpdnto

Executive Directer of the Commmni
after reading it stated that it was one
kind that he had seen in many years
humnhmnl-ﬁouofﬁ-muwo-lthoﬂﬁq
expressed themselves likevise.

Ve vish to compliment you and your erganisation fer the sutheritative
way in vhich this material was assembled and the time amd effert that you
have undoubtedly spent in being of assistamoe to the C.I.0. membership in
regard to the matter of welfare ccnsiderations,

OIL, CEBMICAL AND ATONIC WORKRRS
INTRRNATIONAL UNION,
C.Lo

INTERNATIONAL REPRESENTATIVE

-
September 12, 1955

Geraldine Leshin, Director
Dept, of Leg. & Res,

I celif, Ind, Union Council

117 West Ninth Street
Los, Angeles 15, Calif,

- Dear Gerry,

I received the information you sent me on the
school system in California and would 1like to take
;his time to thank you for the trouble of doing this

or me,

Wishing for you and the council the best of every
thing under the new merged union, I am,

Sincere

g

Hugh M,/Brown Jr,
Nationel C, I, O,

and fraternally,

Ly Clagpools

FREE PREGSS

P. O. BOX 2975 TERMINAL ANNEX

LESLIE CLAYPOOL
EDITOR

DANIEL RAEBURN
PUBLISHER

Mr. John Despol,

LOS ANGELES 54, CALIFORNIA . MUtual 8971

Jan. 23,1956,

117 West Sth. Street,

Los “ngeles,Calif.

Dear Johns

I want to sgain thank you for the fine help that you

have given us for our project,khe Claypool FREE PRESS.

The letters for Bdw. Roybal have been sent out,thanks
to your prompt help,and are even now getting returnse They.

were excellent.

Agein many
to Jerry and the others in your office.

504 S, Bixel St.

Los 4ngeles 17.

Please icate our appreciation

8ince »

Kent HII-MW

36



UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA

SCHOOL OF SOCIAL WELFARE .
BERKELEY 4, CALIFORNIA V September 9, 1955

Mr. Ray P. Haeckel, Chairman

Community Services Committee

C 10 California Industrial Union Council
610 16th Street, Room 219

Oakland, California

Dear Mr. Heeckel:

One of the recognized essentials of an effective community welfare program
is widespread knowledge of what it is made up of, who it is for, how one

can get the help or service he needs from it and what has to be done to make
it better or to fill unmet needs. The more people know about welfare the
more support they will give welfare programs; the better the welfare programs
within it, the better the community as a place to live and work and bring up
one's children.

Organized labor has a tremendous stake in community welfare organizations and
programs and it is most heartening to those of us who work professionally in

welfare to see the increasingly widespread and effective work labor organiza-
tions are undertaking in the welfare field. Through their enthusiastic sup-

port of and participation in fund-raising activities, their effective service

on welfare organization boards and committees and the increased welfare acti-
vities of labor organizations themselves, representatives of organized labor

are playing a vital role in strengthening American welfare and American demo-
cracy.

It has been my privilege during the last two years to be related personally
through participation in the graduation exercises and through consultation

with the Director, Mr. Arthur R. Hellender, to the CIO Community Services
Training Program for Northern California. I have met and talked to the almost
two hundred persons who have graduated from the course during these two years
and have become available in northern California to help their fellow workers
better to utilize the welfare services, both public and private, available to
them. This is a tremendous contribution to the welfare resources of California.
The work of these graduates will be increasingly felt in every community in
which they are located. We need a great many more of them.

I sincerely hope that the future will see an expanded program of Community
Services in Northern California under leadership as able as that given by your
committee and its Director, Mr. Hellender.

Sincerely yours,

D Cltrzrun

Milton Chernin
Dean
"‘MC:fd 37



Security % Freedom % [ustice CApital 1-6796

lG ‘ EAST STATE STREET ¢ COLUMBUS 15, OHIO
ames P. Griffin Jacob Clayman
* * g I President Secretary-Treasurer

August 1, 1955

John A, Despol, Secy-Treas,
California Industrial Union Council
117 West Ninth Street

Los Angeles 15, California

Dear Johnny:

Thanks very much for sending us the material on
election reform legislation in your state.

This is very helpful in the formulation of our
attitudes and programs on this issue, :

I want to congratulate you, Johnny, on the splendid
fashion in which you keep us apprised of things of im=
portance transpiring in California, This is a genuine
help.

Best wishes,

Sincerely. and fraternally,

JC:ae @»b Clayman, Secy¥-Treas, ‘

cio 1700 OHXO C,I.0. COUNCIL

Vice-Presidents: WILLIAM AKOS * MAX AMDUR °* JOHN BOWMAN * KENNETH DelONG * LEO E. DUGAN * ERNEST LOVE °* LEWIS
R. LOWRY °* WILLIAM MARTIN * WILLIAM McCRONE * THOMAS MITCHELL * NICHOLAS RADLICK * PAUL RUSEN * HENRY SEIBERT °
WILLIAM E. SNOOTS ° ROBERT SWIGEART * BRYAN J. TERRELL * GEORGE TURNER * EUGENE R. WYSOCKI * RUSSEL L. YARMAN. .tis



HOME ADDRESS coumiTTERS
1800 STUART STRERT v
BERKELEY 3, CALIFORNIA

1cE AND
PERSONNEL
GOVERNMENT ORGANIZATION

SACRAMENTO ADORESS

o gﬁﬁkmh[g :::E;:ﬁ}}:{;““ P.0.Box 94, Sta. B,
@Ia[ifnrnia ?ﬁggig[ature Bekersfield, Calif.

May 21, 1955

WILLIAM BYRON RUMFORD

MEMBER OF ABSEMBLY, SEVENTEENTH DISTRICT

cHAIRMAN
COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC HEALTH

Gentlemen:
April 25, 1955 I am interested in the work you are doing and ask

that you may enter my name on your liat.

I learned about your program through Mr. Fulton Lewls

Mr. John A. Despol Jr. I do sincerely hope you got many more like me through his
CIO Calif. Industrial Union Council ‘
117 West Ninth Street ‘. efforts.

Los Angeles, California
Dear John:

This is to thank you for your appearance at the
hearing on A. B. 971 last Wednesday. Your contri- . Yours for an informed and stropg Labor

bution without question was responsible for the
favorable action by the committee. 7 et
While we do not feel at this time that extensive :

hearings will be required for the Ways and Means

Committee, we will keep you informed as to the pro- George Saunders

gress of this legislation, and in the event your

presence is needed, we will be glad to let you
know.

Thanking you again,

Sincerely,
W. B,‘%ON RUMFORD .
) - SR COMMUNITY CHEST of SAN FRANCISCO

ALt

COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES

C. C. TRILLINGHAM SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS

SUPERINTENDENT

808 NomTH BemiNg STREET

LDS ANGELES 12, CALIFORNIA Iy
MUTUAL 9211 UNITED BAY AREA CRUSADE
] 5 COUNTIES 143 COMMUNITIES
July 15, 1955 | 2,347,000 PEOPLE
. 288 HEALTH & WELFARE AGENCIES
Mr, Artiur R. Hellender GOAL: $10,691,640
Director, CIO Commaity Services
L7 Kearny Street
San Francisco, California
Mr. John Despoe :
C.1.0. Labor Council o Dear Art:
117 west Ninth .
Los #ngeles, California g As you know, I am interested in the Institutes and Union Counselling Courses

and what I consider an excellent opportunity for interpretation - two ways.

Dear Mr, Despoe: The kit of material provided by the CIO is excellent, First, of course,

i i i nd, because of the way in which it is put
I wish to express my sincerest gratitude and that of each member because of its content and second,
of the work-shop for your interesting and informative discussion together for the Counsellors. I:h:. omonr:g:ng and intelligent to have
on the role of organized labor at our work-shop on June 28, reference material available in t compact forme
Your contributions, and that of other visiting speakers, have been Your good example leads me to hope that we, who represent the agencies,
an inspiration to the members of the group. This is th; first can get together with you on some plan which will enable us to presentl;c.ho
time that many of them have had the opportunity to hear repre- agency material so that the Counsellors will also find it understandab.
sentatives from business and industry discuss their programs and and useful,

roblems with school people. .
P peop I think we have a real opportunity to be mutualiy helpful and improve our

Needless to say, the horizons of the members nave been greatly . skills as we go along.
extended for them personally, as well as for the approximately
3,000 students with whom they will come in contact this next

year. It is such efforts as yours that the school and other i Cordially, .
community resources, working together, can build a better life !’ - g
for our young people. g A )ICC Lo
< A4

-Hance

Again may I say thank you and I hope that on other occasions

we may have the pleasure of your presence and counsel, If at Director, Social Planning
any time we may be of service to you, will you please call upon RHsds
us, [

September 7, 1955

Since

2

Harold J. :
Workshop Director BOARD OF DIRECTORS 3 8y
HJR:wh & John P. Austin Don Fazackerley Arthur H. Hayes Mrs. Oliver Lyman William Pflueger
: Joseph Blumiein Rt. Rev. William J. Flanagan Gustav Knecht, Jr. Andrew C. McLaughlin Frank H. Sloss
Richard L. Frank Mrs. Sidney Lawrence, Jr. John Metcalf Mrs. Thaddeus Whalen
Poter Haes Mrs. B. V. Low-| James E. Murphy Frederic 8. Whitman
Prontis C. Hale, Jr. Louis B. Lundborg William H. Orrick, Jr. Harold L. Zellerbach

AFFILIATED WITH THE UNITED CRUSADE




OFFICERS 1954-198¢
STATE PRESIDENT: THOMAS WINNETY, 2278 Usion Street, Berkeley
BERGE 028 S, T Fowler
DARRELL 14080 W. Alemeds, Burbenk

2278 UNION STREET BERKELEY 4 STATE HEADQUARTERS
Oficiel Youth Orgenization of the Democratic Party -
Jume 22, 1955

u-n Dias, Presideat
Industrial Uaion Cownsil

7200!.1&&8%.

Oakland, Calif.

Dear Manny:

The Califoraia Federation of Y Dy has asked me to teld
mn&:mhmldonmhtmtamwmo
you have rendered to us and to our member olubs. I am sure the
mmmumm-m-mmmr y of California,
You may not be aware of all the services that your

personally that
organisation has perforwed for us, but I can tell you that many of
our projects would have been done less well or even not at all

i your 13t

We will consider it a privilege to be asked by you for help at
any time.

8incerely,

T™a TOM WINNETT
cosJohn D-spo!/

MBS. JACK W. HARDY

2065 Balmer Drive, Los Angeles 39, Califoria
June 8, 1955

Mr. John Despol

Secretary-Treasurer

CIO California Industrial Union Council
117 West Ninth Street:

Los Angeles 15, California

Dear Mr. Despol:

1 want to thank you on my own behalf, on Mr. Petty's
behalf, and on behalf of our entire Committee for the
great help you gave us during the campaign with your
services. [ am sure you do not need to be reminded
that much of what got out, thanks to your staff and

FRED FARR for

STATE SENATOR

Headquarters: 521 Tyler Street, Monterey, California L Phone: Monterey 2-0313 - 2-1403

April 12, 1955

John A. Despol, Sec.xTreas.

CIO- California Industrial Union Council
117 W. 9th St.

Los Angeles 15, Calif.

Dear Mr. Despol:

This is to acknowledge with sincere appreciation the
contribution of the CIO-California Industrial Union Council
to my campaign for the State Senate.

I have requested my treasurer to remit your contribution
to the Democratic State Commitiée to help defray the cost of
advertising they have secured for me.

Pleass convey my thanks to your membership. With this kigd
of cooperation we can-elect Californiats 17th Démocratic Seoator.

Sincerely ,

il

FLUHARTY ror ASSEMBLYMAN .2
R N U R

equipment, would not have gone under any other cir-
cumstances.

1 regret that Mr. Petty did not succeed in winning December 1, 1954
his office, but I sincerely hope that I can repre-
sent the wishes of all the people who supported me
and hope that you will keep in touch with me when-
ever you have anything relating to the Board of
Education in your mind.

Your cooperation will not be forgotten.

Sincerely yours,

Miss Ethel Case
CIO-California Industrial
Union Council

117 West Ninth Street

Los Angeles 15, California

Dear Miss Case:

Thank you for the very fine appreciation letter,
which you typed for me,

I am sure that the efforts expended by the CIO will
ald in increasing Democratic representation in the
legislature in the future.

Yours sincerely,

)rW
JEFies (}

SANFORD'S - _

TOWN AND COUNTRY LODGE "
3 Miles South Of Taboe City, Phone Tahoe City 181-W
P.-9r-Bux-86;- PAHOE-CIT¥-LAKE TAHOE, C dﬂg
NEW AND MODERN ‘

Twin Beds. Kitcl
I'lcl-n Rooms 'ull Double Oarc'? rh“"“‘ Bo‘l-

Iu‘l:...'?.'.nfy'fuu.-m Rate E ¢ i? RV
th YEAR Anounn IndureFIal Unian

Here's just a note to let E 117 West Sth str§gunell
you know how much the Co Angeles, 1
Newsletters (esp.the Spes. ::;u-, 15
legislative edition) hm 3

helped provide the ammo.

fare at the right n»h

the right places. rlunl !

vory lm: for n -




STATE COMPENSATION INSURANCE FUND

EXECUTIVE OFFICES * 450 McALLISTER STREET SAN FRANCISCO 1

HIGH SCHOOL TEACHERS' ASSOCIATION OF LOS ANGELES CITY, INC.

304 EMBASSY BUILDING, 847 SOUTH GRAND AVENUE, ZONE 17
Telephone Michigan 9324

EARL R. HOWARD ManacEn LOS ANGELES ALBERTA M. DREDLA NORMAN A. HASS
M. c. LLan i cmico sacmamEnro | December 9, 195k i
NALD GALLAGHER n ROBERT L. ELLIS
oo SR e e lonzec rowiup i
oAKLAND sTockTon el
STANLEY KURTZ
First Vice-President Sergeantat-Arms
June 22, 1955 MARY MONTGOMERY HARLIE B. ALLEN
Vice-President Parliamentarian
IN REPLY REFER TO MARJORIE L. SCHRAMLING FLORENCE GRASS
Mr. John A. Despol, Secretary-Treasurer R

CIO-California Industrial Union Council
117 West Ninth Street
Los Angeles 15, California

Dear Mr. Despol:

ASSEMBLY BILL 3),58
By Messrs. Kelly and Donald D. Doyle

assembly Bill 3,58, you will recall, was
designed to affect materially the operaticns of the
State Compensation Insurance Fund.

The bill, both as originally drafted (to
prohibit the Fund from actively soliciting business)
and as amended (to eliminate the first choice given to
the Fund to write the workmen's compensation insurance
of public employers), developed widespread opposition
from employers, labor, public agencies, and the press
throughout California. .Consequently, the bill did not
set out of committee but has been referred to the Rules

:ﬂittee as a recommended svbject-faor Interim Committee
study.

California Industrial Union Council
117 West Ninth Street
Los Angeles, California

f)ea.r Members:

The Los Angeles High School Teachers' Association
thanks you for your active support of the 'school
bond proposal, Proposition Two, in the recent
election,

Great progress and achievements have heen accom-
plished by the united efforts of our groups to
better the educational opportunities for boys and
girls of California.

We greatly appreciate the contimed cooperation of
your organization in matters of legislation and
financial support of education.

Sincerely,

Aatq Dardho

Miss Alberta Dredla

President
AD:dw
Sincerely,
Manager
ERH:ho
PP olritical
A ction
T A R ST cTon 0 s ane s o st cosr e MRS
chowmon WALTER P REUTHER O-
remee comures D] Sheiana e e :
b i hed o Pl Worta™
718 JACKSON PLACE NW WASNINGYON 6 PC+*EIXECUTIVE 3.5581
o s e ASSEMBLY oot s
s CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE bt oo
SACRAMENTO ADDRESS
STATE CAPITOL
i JACK A. BEAVER
MEMBER OF ASSEMBLY, SEVENTY-THIRD DISTRICT June 2k, 1955
VICECHAIRMAN

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE AND INSURANCE

A t 12, 1955
s e Mr. John Despol, Sec.-Treas.

California State Industrial Union Council
117 West 9th Street, Room 911

los Angeles, California

Dear Johns

Editor

C.I.0. Council Newsletter
117 West Ninth Street

Los Angeles 15, California

I want to thank you for your prompt and
complete reply to our request for CIO memebership
figures in yowr state.

These figures will be of great value to
us in laying plans for the 1956 elections and we
very much appreciate your efficient cooperation.

Sincerely,

o

Records and Information

Dear Editor:

Please accept my appreciation for being
placed on the mailing 1ist of the Council
Newsletter. I find the information contained
therein to be most helpful in the mﬂq;h of
the major labor problems in the State of Calif-
ornia. M3/mb

¥ ally yours,
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1 per cent county sales tax, a o .
tax on cigarets and an increase

insurance in
measure is expected to be acted
upon at the current session of

same facilities are often unavail-

- -~
able, to many citizens by reason -7
of their necessarily high cost. ea ar ey |

5};;:;?51;1?;;1;:. after it recon i the beer ?n a whisl(c)y taxes;ts
“Although modern medical sci- ..,De,sg‘i%‘ sﬁfn;‘“e‘ﬁ C}hic’;{“;v"f,’um

ence has made outstanding prog- ; ? U ataatan tn A F

ress in providing facilities that . o

greatly improve the general - n , O /4 ee E

health in the community, these 4 4 i: yes

ate Legis]
It is the purpose of this act to e eg's a'ur e

make such facilities available to Both the Am By FRED H, WEIGEL

as many citizens of the State as erican N
possible, utilizing the insurance gress of Industr; Federation of Labo

> ! trial Organizs, r and the C
principle, and at the same time | offices in Sac tions tOday o on-
to insure to those furnishing such At ' direct Tamento from whe, Pened legislative
service and facilities an adequate fa wo-day health and wel- ights against billg which% re the two unions will

s re co; are
and sure compensation,” Despol nference sponsored by g gy c0, 28 antilabor and/ SLoa ™t 75 cents an hour ¢

: the AF )
said. L and CI : favor
“Many unions in the CIO have at 9:30 a.m. toda}? i‘:ﬂ]l) OPeN meagures of labor-sponsoreq Als .
negotiated insurance plans in High Schoof. 3537 F orsey ~ . T 20 bet-
their contracts. Our experience Ave. ’ armdale! - )
has, in the main, proved sucess- Repres . t
ful and extremely beneficial to agemgntbe?ht:tmeea of map

! nt, ic

~-

union members. We believe that i) al profr
all citizens are entitled to the health and we-
same kind of protection.” well »
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U0 Proposes Ny  C1O BRANDS, SALES TAXES 'MOS
Tax § ~ Sales tax the tax on liquor, cigarets and rac-

“most unfair” of- all taxes by|ing.

CIO-California Industrial Union| Despol argued that
Couneit~represemenetvejobn A. kind of taxes hit hardest the
Despol in a letter mailed Monday|families that ‘are least able to
to Gov. Knight—three days be-|bear them. The middle income
currer |fore Knight asked for an added!groups and the poor are placed

U,

“thm

o
Pposes”
thosg least able tospz;' ’
legislative representa'uv’-

The~Ca1ifomia C

I N

;‘;;ombne:ends that gec oe‘l:l;x’:;
ot of 1g memriset and ‘e
appointeg 1" bers: eight to

m
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the CrIO
stated

Fair Employment
Legislation Backed
by California CIO

Calif CIO Council will
help to on at the
current session of the California
State Legislature creating &
Fair Employment Practices Com-
mission, John Despol, legislative
representative for the organiza-
tion announced. .

“Fair anloy:ael;)t Pthr:c&cg
lJaws, as sponso! y h
were endorsed by the Democruul
at their national crm~mtan in
1952, and
Eisenh~
var’
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T UNFAIR'

at a financial disadvantage.”

He cited tax studies showing

that families under $2000 per
year income now pay 9.1 per
cent of their income in national
and local sales taxes, those in
the $3000 to $3999 bracket pay
8.4 per cent, while families with
incomes of over $100,000 pay only
la fraction of 1 per cent and said
|that sales taxes af) “painless
only for the well-off.”

ram

| go P
Yon members may

know “the legislative tide in ’55,”
the California CIO Council has
voted 10 call two regional con-
ferences and a statewide CIO
conference.

The regional conferences are
co-sponsored by the County
Councils in the respective areas.
The legislative conference for
Southern California is set for
March 11 at the Clark Hotel in
Los Angeles. The Northern
California conference is set for
March 25 at the Leamington
Hotel, Oakland. Both will con-
vene at 7:45 p.m.

The call for the statewide
conference will be issued by the
Council office soon. Some of the
legislative goals of the CIO are
as follows:




Water and Power
Issue loom;

in-
New Legislatire

(From the CIQ.Califernia-

a ‘Ind
gighty-four CT ea‘;;:v::t\ el Unlon Councll Newsstter)
\fare couﬂse‘ X rancisco po:(v.vwl"v o iolve the water and
ded ol in\pa ¢ nine er needs of California no

ten \nd the pas doubt will come j
and 02k} duate Thursday bate jn the Cﬁ;;;iforwheavy Se
a A

weeks wﬁ} & remonies 3t the Everyone is in agreemnt e
jght during ndon Stat that the
e boat ack LO th ¢ needs more of both, but
Showboa | 1 nd. of bee:e is disagreement as to the
uare.M.“on Chernin, dean St way of meeting these needs.
Dr. Mi 1ot Social e\far‘e"‘ That the lack of water is an
the Schoo ¢ California, will acute problem is illustrated by the
University © fe:: ]t)ll}at avocado growers in the
speak- sellors have I¢ ego area have been willing
The ne¥ 0T  nabling thel to pay $50 an acre-foot to bring
ceived traf ow workers 0‘"“ d water all the way from the
o advise pitalization = "iq Feather River in Northern Calis
gecu legal advice h°““h %ac’\“ fornia. To cite another example:
care;(her welfare of hea unity gl some portions of the Southern
or © oo proper e R t:-m Joaquin Valley the water
ties fro e ording t0 com-ifable has fallen some 20 to 30
Source; tor of CIO o d;?t yearly since 1945. One well
‘Hellender, s of Northe lled in this area went down

soumit 2,000 feet at a cost of $71,000.
Recognition of these facts was
evident in the speakership con-
test in which the water issue
sk Law to Make . . imstnt- S
ight in his inaugural address

also couldn't avoid the ji ¢
) Li. Gov. Harold ‘J. Povi'g?sje“;:r al?lg
o os ~ inaugural . remarks, likewise pin-
A ?omted this subject. The need-
: . . for water and the companion need
for power to help move water
|gn|ng rom where it is abundant to
where it is needed, are certain to
“Election reform measures will f:;eate 'Iah§tmggle in the legisla-
be sponsored by the California that for lrs;ms]:ems from the fact
CIO 1 in the coming $es- has been a bag'ﬂeyearst now there
STon of the California legis- control these vit las 0 who is to
lature,” according to John A.; Broadly speakian rest?]l;rce.s.
Despol, CIO legislative spokes-;will be between thg'suv te-up
man, following his appearance|public and mu]ti-pux-pc;.«;pgogt eri of
before the Conrad committee on ment of water and powg;reop-
elections and reapportionment.|Sources and the spokesmen for tlie-
Among the major measures| Pacific - Gas and Electric Con:?
cited by the CIO spokesman willl PaDy. the corporate farm group
be a bill calling for financial g‘e Southern _California Edison
support by registered voters in p::,')'licand all other opponents of
general election campaigns. The Federa]po ;ggr deVelopment and the
proposal seeks to make electior] “Among theacre limltatlo?'
expense a voter responsibilityl public develtypxg;nr:e);:'(ps F lugging for
by earmarking from the state's'power resources are: water and
gengral treasury one dollar per AFL, California Stéteth% CIO,
registered voter for the partyand the newly orginized Calia;l -
of his choice. Fifty cents wouldnia.Water and Power Users Al sor
go to the given party’s state cen- ciation, of which the Califo:s?.
tral committee; the other portion CIO Council is a member, nia
of the dollar would go to tb Key is§ues in the leg:islative
given party’s central comm battle will presumably revolve

‘ . around the following:
Cl& Out Against 0

(1) Creation of some ki
briied state water Qepartment. to
ogether ten di
Ales Tax Boost  Alasmsicecther ten different state
.The Cali (2) The proposed Feather River
day flatly announced its project which would be a state
o Ty vt b e it Indspenint o ot
tz;‘xe t;end to thy ru'(l)c e i\ the Gc;%— {Cengral Valley &00 Je::it 'i"’ll'nteh' uthe
Knigh | ‘| tlon here is the financing ‘of this
The cif in er by its ';}gnﬁgagmundegaldpg.
e e and ali[ et Vhich would, be a Federal wr,
© 4ha Je~iclatre tr hiVer g to dam the mnity

ClIO Fi gtsthoposal to Shift
Prirhafies From June to August|

1LOS ANGELES, Jan. 8.—(—|mary schedule gives the “grass'

i i " i hance
he California CIO Council to-{roots” campaign worker ac
ga; attac \ shrgerest up in July and August

June primary elections to Au-|from the primary and to ta'ke
gust and branded its proponentsjcare of personal and family

as “eravy-sugar” financial con-|chores. ) i
tr'ﬁ::;)r:y s «Furthermore,” he said, “it
John Despol, California C10|will mean the added ;xpense
islati i i taxpayers and cam-
legislative representative said{to both : .
chganging the date would,make paigns of ‘havmg .two'pnmary
election campaigns even more elections 1n Presidential cam-
costly. “Such a move,” he said, paigx_l years begause the Prgsr
«jg to the advantage of ‘heavy-|dential delegatxops suppo;tmg
sugar’ contributors and will|given Preilden;aatednionmg\:;
i t now be elec
lessen the influence of voluntary|mus! ) e tional ‘con-

i orkers in both|prior to the ) -
%23?:3“ wor vention of the Republican anc

Despol said Democratic Parties.”

/)Cyﬁifézy
'CIO Members

!Clgniteq Crusade leaders and
there g:;ondofﬁcials will open
r ond annual counselj
servnqe course next Sundie;";g
:\v?t;ll‘lamt labor union members
community reso
available when jllne curs o
: SS 0C
fagnly problems arise curs or
ome 100 union mex;lbe
1 rs
:‘f:ee‘:iucloeg to enroll for the nii?— ‘
; rse so tha |
_ass:s.t fellow wnrkerts thw:z may’
;uosp;ltalization, medical (I:Iaereed |
egal aid, child care er
welfare services. or other
At the introductor i
: Y sessions
%n Wednesday nights in San
! rancisco and Thursday nights
in lthe East Bay, speakers will
include Art Hellender, director
of CIO Community Services for
Northern California, and Ray
P. Haeckel, State chairman of

the present pri-

- ClO Raps
- Sales TdX4°

Proposal

CIO representatives in Sacra-
mento yesterday threw their fulll
force against a uniform local
sales tax proposal pending in the;
Assembly.

The bill allows all counties in|
|the state to impose a sales tax|
of one per cent; only San Fran-
cisco now has that right. The
collection of the tax would be
by the state, which would turn
the money—less administrative
costs—back to the counties.

Proponents of the bill hope
that cities now collecting a sales
tax will contract with the state
for collection; this would enable
merchants to eliminate double-
bookkeeping by paying both city
and state sales taxes in one lump

the California CIO | sum,
Union Councﬁ—'c_mﬂusmall | '
omm
Services commflee, Y Opposing the blll, John
sentative, would lead to

| the imposition of a sales tax
| in citles mow without such
measures.

Despol added that removal of
all city sales taxes would be far
|{more equitable; in their place, he
||suggested a city income tax
, based on ability to pay.

3| Slightly more than half of the
-|cities in- California now have a
ilsales tax. The bill requires
counties, and cities using the
|state for collection, to levy a
unifopm one per cent tax.

fop unionists

to sift ci 2
. 3.5
rights h}; 3
Y lection
Impact of the recent elect
on cil:'il rights trends will be ex-
amined by Southern California’s
top trade unionists tomorrow at
the 15th annual state conte::ence
of the Jewish Labor Committee.

jcipatin -
Paiticipatifif, By "st. Louis St.
n Despol, secretary-

e State CIO Coun-

H Hennilg,
Jomo‘t the AFL State Federa-

tion of Labor; gamuel Otto, Wesat.
Coast director of the Ime;nrs
tional Ladies’ Garment Worke
Union, and many others. e
Speaking at an ?.vening
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B CIO attempt to return city and| Personal ang .o of state, [sent; n Californjq
y H&l‘l’y Bernstein . : and seve rporate Ng the m , repre.
La et county government to partisan - rance taxes com ajor sectiong of
bor opposition to a pro- politics is dead. The California ¢, o Munity, coylq stimu the
posed uniform local sales and The Assembly Elections Com-| PfiMends that ¢p, Council rec. ['PPOIt for an eqyjr, ate public
use tax for California came mittee voted to hold the meas- m‘;"Parﬁsan cg:m,miwo" be tax program le ang gqe.
ygsterday from the California ure in committee—tantamount| . 'tTll,bers; eight ¢4 ts of 16|cludeq, ™,” Despol cog.
State Congress of Industrial to killing it—after it was|gy [1€ GOvernor, 4y s SPPOINted; === I
Organizations Council. charged that it would set Cali-|g. m"'e b"&n_ch of ‘gq‘;{erm: e
thA rgeasm‘e now pending in fornia local government back|—_"" OT8aNhized apqy.’ tv:)n Py
e State Assembly would 100 years. ’ m
permit counties and cities to Sacramento County Auditor — )/ Californ;
impose a 1 per cent sales J. H. Hastings made that alle- S; uneil op a Indusrig) Uni
tax which proponents of the gation as he appeared in oppo- \ " thig weey x 10 has comeg ooy
bill say is needed to eliminate sition on behalf of the County of Me e e out
double auditing of business Auditors Association. . dits 's oposit Orsement
records on city and state Joining in protesting the pro- Or % 0 supporting pr 10 ad-
sales taxes. posal were the County Super- d 12 jue . & Pl'oposmons
John A. Despol, CIQ legis- visors Association and the . \ton . ell or your informg
lative representative, said League of California Cities. California CIO Council i8 \With ¢hep o We 86 eye 1y L
that if the proponents of the Although it was authored by The © D thege! aye

bill want uvniformity, “This
can be achieved by eliminat-
ing the city sales taxes where
they now exist and establish-
ing an equitable city income
tax to meet local government
needs.”

“It is obvious that the
counties and cities will im.
pose sales taxes as a re-
sult of this ‘permissive’ pro-
posal,” Despol said. The
City of Los Angeles already
has a 1 per cent sales tax.
The state sales tax is 3
per cent.

Passage of the bill, intro-
duced by Assemblyman Clark
Bradley, wovld mean an $82,-
000,000 increase in sales taxes.

Assemblyman S. C. Masterson
of Richmond, the bill was pre-
sented by John Despol of the

California CIO Coungilumame,
was aimeéd

at strengthening the two-party
system and stopping “the trend
toward a one-party system,”
and maintained that party poli-
cies should be injected into local
government. Such issues as
taxes and water, he said, should
be considered partisan matters.
Also held in committee was a
bill by Assemblyman Carlos Bee
of Hayward which would have
required equal representation
for political parties on precin

boards. -/
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CIO Men Named
As Crusade Help

Gragdu grex es for eighty-
six C i% embers who will
now Qger i membership as

bealth and welfare counsellors
throughout their respective Bay
Area communities were held last
week in Oakland.

Dr. Milton Cherin, dean of the
school of social welfare, Univer-
sity of California, praised the
graduates for conscientious at-
tendance, saying not another adult
education course has such an out- !

standing record.
Manuel Dias, president of the
State CIO Council, told the gradu-
a ine weeks of school
had provided them with tools
which “will make you, your union .
and the community stronger. So . l
go out,” he said, “and use them
for the benefit of all.” d
“As a result of the information de e Législ e
you have gained,” he added, “each abJar g CI . a- end d by C :
atmdtielver); ‘o?e o{’e {tou is ia pp:j LI;O rgg tiont;) ¢ Naltep. The state 10 wiy
ential volunteer er equip) Vi will g
to serve your membership and A stug, b;r, Despo) in Itaxes Several election reform-p:::?: ing ground or higher elec.
your community.” 8rave "¢ Prof, R, 4 CUded/ Ures during tne nt s tive offices, Despol sajg '
The counselling course has been t‘?gfbi n tot};; Unive;:}tylz gfsctlhe ‘“;te legislature, it Was'm:?:; labor groyp r;oom
under the joint sponsorship of the thag OVe hig ' osed last week, Tds & fair electiq ool
United Bay Area Crusades and jgl‘essj‘,e\tiales Xes a°°'1ten- The CIO counejy will spo, study co on ton‘lt:::ycﬁ“.
the CIO's Community Services C0me gro,"3Lis, they jiT€ re.|  legislation to requi £ POPSO|need for legislatio the
Committee. Its object for the past M Sroupg harg, Y hit loy,. accurate reportj ull and| tajr elections -ang 2
two years.has been to acquaint F, ."’tr.‘,e, est. ex r& of all cam Practices, .n:mtlh ¢
labor unjon members with com.) m::.:' lies Mak;n * figupres, “At present the ¢ irit  Strengthening @ Need ::f
munity resources so they may it ogg 2 Year Paid 4 500 op ons code ig oftgn p of th:? bili g
help their fellow workers when N sa]ay taxey 0% of said John Despo) outed,’ | It would alge stud Y
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1 pitalization, legal aid, chi u “A candid . ning politica]
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Deg an "l"e'.fm‘ any tandidate, at which veters would financially
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