


Unions rack up more wins for workers
The California Labor Federation and its affiliates came through for

workers in 2002, landing a wide array of bills on Governor Davis's desk.
He signed 25, and vetoed nine.
Three Federation bills grabbed the spotlight. The landmark paid

family leave law, SB 1661 (Kuehl), led the way, creating the first
program of its kind in the nation. No longer will California's working
families have to choose between their jobs and caring for their loved
ones. Beginning July 1, 2004, workers will be able to take up to six
weeks paid leave per year to care for a new-born child or seriously ill
family member.
The Federation's historic workers' compensation bill assures workers

they will not be poverty-stricken because they were injured on the job.
AB 749 (Calderon) puts more money in workers' pockets than any
legislation passed this year. In addition to permanently indexing
temporary disability benefits so that the maximum benefit will equal
100% of the state's average weekly wage beginning in 2006, maximum
temporary disability benefits will be increased to $602 per week this
year, $728 in 2004, and $840 in 2005.
Over 600 union leaders and activists looked on as Govemor Davis

signed the Federation's unemployment insurance retroactivity bill at our
2002 Legislative Conference. SB 2xxx (Alarcon), made UI benefit increases
retroactive to September 11, 2001, when thousands of Califomia workers
became jobless in the aftermath of the terrorist attacks.
A long overdue mediation process between agricultural employers

and labor organizations will realize the promise to farm workers of
their right to organize and bargain collectively (SB 1156-Burton).
Thousands of workers throughout the state will benefit from new

laws sponsored by unions addressing job safety, worker discipline,
layoff notification, prevailing wages, living wage ordinances and sick
leave. Immigrant and construction workers, as well as school
employees and truck drivers are all affected.
The path to legislative victories like these begins by mobilizing

workers in their workplaces and hometowns. Through the election
process, we bring their power to Sacramento where it is transformed
into new laws needed to enhance the lives of California's working
families.

In Unity,

Executive Secretary-Treasurer President
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Governor Davis's 2002 Labor Record
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Governor Davis's Cumulative Labor Record :
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Federation-Supported
Bills Enacted
PAID FAMILY LEAVE

1. SB 1661 (Kuehl) Provides a maximum of 6 weeks of paid
family leave, financed by workers.

WORKERS' COMPENSATION-BENEFITS BOOST

2. AB 749 (Calderon) Increases maximum temporary and
maximum permanent total disability benefits from $490 to $602 per
week in 2003, to $728 in 2004, and to $840 in 2005, with indexing of
temporary benefits to the state's average weekly wage beginning in
2006.

UNEMPLOYMENT INSURANCE-RETROACTIVE BENEFITS

3. SB 2xxx (Alarcon) Provides the new $100 per week UI benefit
increase retroactively for workers receiving UI benefits on or after
September 11th and for workers who were eligible for benefits after
that time but who waited until 2002 to file.

FARM LABOR MEDIATION

4. SB 1156 (Burton) and AB 2596 (Wesson) Provides a much
needed mediation process between agricultural employers and labor
organizations. AB 2596 makes substantive and technical changes to SB
1156.

LAYOFF NOTIFICATION

5. AB 2957 (Koretz) Broadens the narrow requirements of the
Federal Worker Adjustment Retraining Notice (WARN) Act by
expanding the criteria which triggers notification requirements for
lay-off, relocation, or termination situations for California businesses.

WORKER DISCIPLINE

6. AB 2895 (Shelley) Permits workers to discuss their working
conditions, as well as their wages with each other without fear of
discipline.

CAL-OSHA

7. AB 2837 (Koretz) Allows Cal-OSHA to investigate deaths on
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the job more quickly and effectively and helps avoid life and death
situations at the worksite.

IMMIGRANT WORKERS

8. SB 1818 (Romero) Guarantees that all state labor laws will be
enforced for all workers regardless of their status.

LIVING WAGE

9. AB 2509 (Goldberg) Guarantees that cities and counties apply
local living wage standards, as well as other wage and safety standards,
to all state-funded development projects they administer.

PAYROLL RECORDS

10. AB 2412 (Diaz) Requires an employer who receives a request
from a current or former employee to inspect or copy basic payroll
records to comply within 21 calendar days.

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA CARD CHECK RECOGNITION
11. AB 1788 (Reyes) Calls for UC to require its service

contractors to enter into a card check agreement with any labor
organization requesting it when organizing the contractor's
employees.

SICK LEAVE

12. SB 1471 (Romero) Clarifies that employees who take family
sick leave cannot be penalized under employer "absence control"
policies.

PREVAILING WAGE
13. SB 278 (Machado) Requires that water agencies partner with

the state in enforcing prevailing wage at all construction projects
funded with Prop. 50 dollars.

RENTERS' PROTECTION

14. AB 2330 (Migden) Prevents retaliation against tenants and
promotes common sense security deposit reform.

CONTRACTING OUT STANDARDS
15. SB 1419 (Alarcon) Establishes guidelines for school districts

prior to contracting out work that is currently performed by classified
school employees
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SCHOOL EMPLOYEES-SHORT TERM

16. AB 500 (Goldberg) Requires the governing board of a school
or a community college district to specify the work to be performed
by a short-term employee.

ENVIRONMENTAL PROSECUTION

17. AB 2486 (Keeley) Provides a long-term source of local
assistance funding to train peace officers, prosecutors and regulators
in environmental law training.

LABOR COMPLIANCE PROGRAM

18. AB 1506 (Wesson) Requires an awarding body choosing to
use education bond funds for a public works project to initiate and
enforce a labor compliance program.

TRUCK IDLING LIMITS AT PORTS

19. AB 2650 (Lowenthal) Permits fines against marine terminal
operators who cause truck drivers servicing California's ports to
engage in excessive idling which hurts the environment and wastes
drivers' unpaid time.

BANK OWNERSHIP LIMITS

20. AB 551 (Papan) Clarifies California law to be consistent with
federal banking law in terms of protecting the public from mega-
corporations like Wal-Mart from owning its own bank.

COURT INTERPRETERS

21. SB 371 (Escutia) Gives court interpreters the right to
participate in employee organizations by allowing them to become
employees of the judicial branch.

HIGH SPEED RAIL BOND

22. SB 1856 (Costa) Enacts the High Speed Passenger Train Bond
Act of 2002, to provide for $9.95 billion in general obligation bonds
to fund the planning and construction of a highspeed train system.

SECURITY GUARD TRAINING

23. AB 2880 (Chavez) Upgrades the minimal standards for state-
licensed private security guards in California.
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SCHOOL-TO-CAREER

24. AB 2541 (Negrete-McLeod) Requires an applicant seeking
grant funding for a school-to-career program to demonstrate its
ability to offer instruction on employees' rights in the work place.

WORKERS' COMPENSATION-FOLLOW UP

25. AB 486 (Calderon) Remedies drafting problems in the original
workers' compensation bill, including indexing and carve-out issues,
and corrects unintended consequences.

Federation-Supported
Bills Vetoed
EMPLOYEE DISMISSAL

1. AB 2990 (Committee on Labor & Employment) Would
have required employers who fire workers within 90 days of the
worker filing labor claims to prove that the firing was not a
retaliatory act.

ERGONOMICS STANDARD

2. AB 2845 (Goldberg) Would have improved work place safety
by setting a deadline for the Cal-OSHA Standards Board to adopt a
better ergonomics standard and by assuring that vacancies on the
Board will not impede the functioning of the Board.

FARM LABOR ARBITRATION

3. SB 1736 (Burton) Would have permitted the Agricultural
Labor Relations Board to assign a third party arbitrator to make
binding decisions in instances where an employer and labor
organization have been unable to achieve a collective bargaining
agreement.

FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY

4. SB 1466 (Alarcon) Would have required that persons or
entities which contract with a construction, farm labor, garment or
janitorial contractor must ensure that these contracts provide
sufficient funds for the contractor to comply with applicable state
and federal laws regarding wages and working conditions.
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LABOR CODE-WORKER PROTECTIONS

5. AB 1677 (Koretz) Would have made several revisions and
clarifications to the state Labor Code.

LABOR LAW VIOLATORS-PENALTIES

6. AB 2987 (Committee on Labor & Employment) Would
have increased penalties for violations of a number of labor laws.

POLITICAL COMMUNICATIONS FOR SCHOOL EMPLOYEES

7. AB 2903 (Kehoe) Would have ensured that employee
organizations would have access to employee boxes, electronic mail
systems, and campus bulletin boards in school districts and the
community college system.

SEVERANCE PAY

8. AB 2989 (Committee on Labor & Employment) Would
have required California corporations that offer management
severance packages to offer severance packages to all of their
employees.

TEMPORARY WORKERS

9. AB 2771 (Migden) Would have required EDD to treat
temporary workers just like all other workers for the purposes of
Unemployment Insurance eligibility.

Federation-Supported
Bills Defeated
FARM WORKER MEDIATION

1. SB 1592 (Burton) Would have insured that farm workers
would get union contracts through the mediation process, bringing
them fair wages, benefits and protections.

FINANCIAL PRIVACY

2. SB 773 (Speier) Would have restricted banks and financial
institutions from sharing or selling personal customer information to
non-financial third parties.
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LABOR LAW VIOLATORS

3. AB 2942 (Koretz) Would have required that the Franchise Tax
Board be notified when a violation of wage and hour or health and
safety laws occurs because employers who violate such laws are more
likely to be in violation of other state laws.

MINIMUM WAGE INDEXING

4. AB 2242 (Koretz) Would have indexed California's minimum
wage to the state's Cost-of-Living beginning January 1, 2003.

Federation-Opposed
Bills Defeated
CAL-OSHA

1. AB 1356 (Aanestad) "Self policing" procedures would have
shielded employers who have committed health and safety violations
from having to comply with the law or pay penalties.

FAST TRACK

2. AJR 33 (Robert Pacheco) Would have called on the
Legislature to memorialize the President and Congress to enact Fast
Track legislation which would cost American jobs, depress U.S. wages
and working conditions and contribute to international economic and
political instability.

MINIMUM WAGE

3. AB 2822 (Chavez) Would have deprived myriads of amusement
park workers of long held minimum wage and working conditions
protections.

WORKER PROTECTIONS

4. SB 1363 (McClintock) Would have set up a consulting system
within the Division of Labor Standards Enforcement, allowing scofflaw
employers to avoid paying penalties for violations of established labor
law.

WORKERS' RIGHTS

5. AB 2446 (Firebaugh) Would have required workers at
gambling casinos to pool their tips despite established law that
prohibits this practice.
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California Labor Federation, AFL-CIO
The California Labor Federation, AFL-CIO, represents California's two
million AFL-CIO union members. The Federation's headquarters are at
600 Grand Ave., Ste. 410, Oakland CA 94610, phone (510) 663-4000.
The Federation also maintains offices at 1127 - 11th St., Rm. 425, in
Sacramento, CA 95814, phone (916) 444-3676, and at 3303 Wilshire
Blvd., Rm. 415, in Los Angeles, CA 90010, phone (213) 736-1770.
Visit our website at www.calaborfed.org.

Executive Council

Art Pulaski
Executive Secretary-Treasurer

Tom Rankin
President

Vice Presidents

Bob Balgenorth
Jim Beno
Mary Bergan
Tony Bixler
Wayne A. Clary
Miguel Contreras
Don Doser
Enrique Fernandez
Jack Gribbon
Sean Harrigan
Eugene Hudson
Janett Humphries
Don Hunsucker
Shelley Kessler
Dennis B. Kimber

Marvin Kropke
Barry Luboviski
Gunnar Lundeberg
Chuck Mack
Gene Massey
Larry Mazzola
Eliseo Medina
Jose Moreno
Sonia Moseley
Ken Orsatti
Oscar Owens
Lee Pearson
Willie Pelote
John Perez
Edward C. Powell

Mike Quevedo, Jr.
Arturo Rodriguez
Jim Santangelo
Krislin Sennersheim
Allen Shur
John L. Smith
Alejandro Stephens
Dan Terry
Dean Tipps
Leo Valenzuela
Cristina Vazquez
William Waggoner
Nancy Wohlforth
Richard Zampa
Perry Zimmerman

Cover photo: Unionists, activists, friends and supporters
cheered as Governor Gray Davis signed the
Federation's landmark Paid Family Leave bill, SB 1661
(Kuehl), on September 23, 2002-the first such
program in the nation.
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