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Working families had a voice in Sacramento in 1999.
We made ourselves heard in the State Capitol and in our

legislators' district offices. When we spoke out for all California
workers, we won key victories.
Sweetest among our victories was the restoration of daily overtime

pay. We put back what Pete Wilson took away in 1 997-$1 billion in
lost overtime pay for California working families.
Other important bills became law through the combined efforts of

the Federation's Building Prosperity program and our affiliates'
legislative programs-all made possible by union mobilization at the
activist rank and file level. Our new laws will:

* reduce discrimination against older workers
* stiffen employer penalties for OSHA violations
* address underground economy abuses in the garment
sweatshop industry

* protect construction workers' pay by using the modal rate in
determining the prevailing wage.

* allow workers to use sick days to care for family members
* provide the first disability insurance increase since 1991
* stiffen penalties against employers who illegally discriminate
against workers

* establish fair share fees for UC and CSU employees, and
* expand picketline freedom and remove union liability for
unsanctioned activity

While the Governor signed many worker-friendly bills, there were
disappointments.
He vetoed seven measures supported by the Federation.
Needed improvements in benefits for injured workers were

frustrated, but we will pursue them again in 2000. We will also seek
advances in unemployment insurance, funding for in-home support
services, childcare programs and immigrants' rights, collective
bargaining rights for public employees and fairer tax policies.
We must continue to make our voices heard. With a growing field

mobilization of dedicated union members and an army of volunteer
activists, we can hold elected officials accountable for their promises
and actions.ti o nt ,

Art Pulaski
Executive Secretary-Treasurer
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Federation-Supported
Bills Enacted
AGE DISCRIMINATION

1. SB 26 (Escutia) Stops employers from replacing older workers
with younger, lower paid workers.

AGENCY SHOP

2. SB 645 (Burton) Establishes fair share fees for University of
California and California State University employees.

APPRENTICESHIP

3. AB 921 (Keeley) Changes composition of Apprenticeship
Council, revises apprenticeship standards and requires audits of
apprenticeship programs.

CAL-OSHA

4. AB 850 (Torlakson) Expands OSHA inspection authority to
cover permanent amusement rides.

5. AB 1127 (Steinberg) Increases penalties against employers
who wilfully ignore Cal-OSHA standards, thereby causing death or
serious injury to a worker.

6. AB 1655 (Hertzberg) Eliminates the sunset date for employer
contributions to the Cal-OSHA Targeted Inspection Program.

CIVIL RIGHTS

7. AB 1670 (judiciary Committee) Stiffens penalties against
employers who illegally discriminate against workers.

COLLECTIVE BARGAINING

8. SB 1279 (Polanco) Ensures that out-of-state University of
California employees are covered by collective bargaining agreements.

DAILY OVERTIME PAY

9. AB 60 (Knox) Puts $1 billion back in the pockets of working
families, and provides family-friendly flexibility.

FACULTY PART-TIMERS

10. AB 420 (Wildman) States intent for equal pay for equal
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work and benefits for 30,000 part-time California Community College
faculty.

FAMILY SICK LEAVE

11. AB 109 (Knox) Allows workers to use sick days to care for
family.

FARM LABOR VEHICLES

12. AB 555 (Reyes) Extends the inspection liability for farm
labor vehicles to vehicle owners and farm labor contractors and
increases fines for violations of inspection requirements.

13. AB 1165 (Florez) Requires that all farm labor vehicles have
seat belts and requires that operators of farm labor vehicles annually
present their vehicle for inspection by the California Highway Patrol.

PICKETLINE FREEDOM

14. AB 1268 (Kuehl) Allows union members to state their case
before a judge prior to restraining orders against picketing; limits
union liability for individual, unsanctioned activity.

PREVAILING WAGE

15. SB 16 (Burton) Protects construction workers' wages by
codifying the modal rate method of calculating prevailing wages.

RESPONSIBLE BIDDER

16. AB 574 (Hertzberg) Implements a new system for local
governments to screen "responsible bidders."

STATE DISABILITY INSURANCE

17. SB 656 (Solis) Raises the maximum SDI benefit to $490 per
week and indexes it to the maximum weekly workers' compensation
benefit, the first increase since 1991.

UNDERGROUND ECONOMY

18. AB 633 (Steinberg) Holds manufacturers and retailers with
private labels liable for wage and hour violations by their sub-
contractors.
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Federation-Supported
Bills Vetoed
AGENCY SHOP

1. AB 240 (Honda) Would have established agency shop for
local government supervisory employees.

BIG BOX RETAIL

2. AB 84 (Floyd) Would have prohibited stores which sell a
certain percentage of non-taxable goods from expanding, thereby
inhibiting the proliferation of Wal-Marts and Costcos.

BUY AMERICA

3. AB 214 (Wiggins) Would have required materials on public
work projects to be American made.

COLLECTIVE BARGAINING

4. SB 372 (Murray) Would have ensured that employees of Los
Angeles Metro Transportation Authority (LAMTA) maintain the
protections of their collective bargaining agreements.

WAGE AND HOUR ENFORCEMENT

5. AB 1652 (Steinberg) Would have strengthened the ability of
the Labor Commissioner to crackdown on the underground economy.

WORKERS' COMPENSATION

6. SB 320 (Solis) Would have helped workers who put their
health and their lives on the line for California's economy keep up
with our state's high cost of living.

WORKERS' VOICE

7. AB 442 (Cedillo) Would have prohibited the misuse of
taxpayer funds when corporations use state funds to interfere with
workers' freedom to choose.
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Federation-Opposed
Bill Defeated
DISABILITY PLAN PAYMENTS

1. AB 605 (Margett) Would have allowed voluntary disability
plans to make annual, rather than quarterly payments, to the
Employment Development Department, causing EDD to lose interest
earnings.

Federation-Supported
Two-Year Bills
CHILDCARE

1. AB 212 (Aroner) Improves quality of child care services for
working families by providing incentives for trained, experienced
workers to stay in the field.

IN-HOME SUPPORT SERVICES

2. AB 16 (Honda) Funds wage and benefit increases for in-home
support service workers.

LABOR AGENCY

3. SB 150 (Solis) Creates a Labor Agency to oversee and
coordinate the Department of Industrial Relations and the
Employment Development Department.

PUBLIC EMPLOYEES

4. SB 739 (Solis) Extends the Public Employee Relations Board
jurisdiction to include those local public agencies covered by the
Meyers-Milias-Brown Act.

TAX CREDIT

5. AB 1220 (Romero) Requires big corporations accepting tax
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credits for job creation to report how many and what kinds of jobs
they are creating.

TRANSPORTATION BOND

6. SB 315 (Burton) Improves California's aging public
education, transportation, and other facilities to improve future
services and the state's standard of living.

UNEMPLOYMENT INSURANCE

7. SB 546 (Solis) Provides the first unemployment insurance
benefit increase since 1989 by raising the maximum benefit to $300
per week, and tying it to the cost of living.

YOUTH JOB SAFETY

8. AB 1599 (Torlakson) Creates the California Resource Center
on Safe Jobs for Youth.
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