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l E 1989 SESSION of the California legislature saw enactment of
the greatest dollar volume increase in workers' compensation benefits
in state history.

Following long months of negotiations involving the Governor's
office, legislative leaders, employers and the insurance industry, both
Assembly and Senate approved the historic pact in post midnight
hours as the 1989 session ended.

The agreement provided for $1.5 billion in new benefits under a
three year spread.
Maximum weekly temporary disability benefits were increased from

$224 to $266 on January 1, 1990 and will be increased to $336 on
January 1, 1991, a 50 percent total increase.

The history was part of a clean sweep for labor on legislation affect-
ing working benefits.

The unemployment insurance weekly maximum benefit rose from
$166 to $230 and the top benefit under state disability insurance
moved from $224 to $336.

All three measures were signed into law by Governor Deukmejian.
Workers' compensation aside, the session otherwise followed the

pattern of the past several sessions with Governor Deukmejian signing
32 labor-backed bills and vetoing 32 others.

Certain of the measures signed:
* required the Governor's office to set up a task force to study

methods of providing health insurance coverage to California's
uninsured.

* added labor representation on the State Job Training Coordinating
Council.

* sped up the unemployment insurance waiting period for victims of
the 1989 Loma Prieta earthquake.

Meanwhile, the Governor vetoed bills which would have:
* prevented the termination of a collective bargaining contract as a

result of a merger, or sale of a business.
* authorized penalties against an employer who advertises for strike-

breakers and fails to disclose that a strike, lockout or other labor dis-
pute exists and does not reveal the name of the person whom he or
she represents.

* forbidden the Public Utilities Commission to reduce wage rates,
benefits or working conditions that were the subject of collective bar-
gaining while setting utility rates.

Fraternally yours,

John F Henning
Executive Secretary-Treasurer

California Labor Federation, AFL-CIO



Federation-Supported
Bills Enacted
CHILD CARE

1. SB 19 (Watson) extends the sunset date of the law providing
for the licensure and regulation of family day care homes.
CONTRACTOR LICENSING LAW

2. AB 636 (Eastin) provides that a court shall impose a fine of
20% of the contract price or $4,500, whichever is greater, upon a
person convicted of working without a contractor's license.

3. AB 922 (Floyd) requires garment manufacturer to display
name, address and registration number at the place of business.

4. AB 2279 (Eastin) creates a separate enforcement unit
within the Contractors License Board as a demonstration project in
southern California to enforce provisions of law on unlicensed con-
tracting activity.
EDUCATION

5. SB 109 (Torres) provides adequate education funding to
make available classroom slots for legalization applicants for per-
manent resident status.

6. SB 230 (Roberti) requires all child development programs
to include a career ladder for classroom staff.

HEALTH CARE
7. AB 350 (Willie Brown, Jr.) requires Governor's office to

set up a task force to study methods of providing health insurance
coverage to California's uninsured.

HOUSING
8. AB 1448 (Isenberg) makes the landlord responsible to

provide for comparable temporary housing if, as a result of being
cited for violations, the condition of the premises or repairs made
for the rehabilitation of the property affect adversely the safe use of
the building by the tenant.

9. AB 2080 (Maxine Waters) improves the low income tar-
geting requirements of state redevelopment law to better assure
that fundg are spent on low and moderate income housing.

10. SB 70 (Leroy Greene) provides $35 million in state low
income housing tax credits.
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JOB TRAINING
11. AB 28 (Johnston) extends the January 1, 1991 sunset date

of the Employment Training Panel to January 1, 1994.
12. AB 1567 (Epple) increases labor representation on the

State Job Training Coordinating Council to conform the Council to
newly enacted requirements created by the federal Job Training
Partnership Act.

13. AB 2155 (Vasconcellos) requires the board of governors
to adopt regulations establishing appropriate minimum qualifica-
tions for apprenticeship instructors, relying primarily on the advice
and judgment of labor organization representatives and appren-
ticeship teaching faculty in the adoption of minimum qualifications.

14. SB 1531 (Dills) permits school districts and county offices
of education to use other school funds for apprenticeship programs.

PUBLIC WORKS
15. AB 114 (Floyd) provides that certain work performed by

volunteer labor on public works not be subjected to prevailing
wage requirements, alters the apprenticeship ratio and disallows
bidding rights to contractors who willfully violate apprenticeship
requirements.

16. AB 444 (Isenberg) requires the Department of Water
Resources to provide funds for water resources projects that will
benefit the environment, and, specifically, to preserve the wildlife
and environment of the Mono Lake Basin.

17. AB 1442 (Baker) dedicates $114 million in funding for
Delta Levee Restoration and provides a permanent basis of funding
rather than seeking new funds annually.

18. AB 2483 (Epple) requires the payment of prevailing wages
on toll road demonstration projects financed by private parties.
SAFETY AND HEALTH

19. SB 198 (Bill Greene) requires every employer to maintain
an effective written injury prevention program and prohibits dis-
charge of an employee for participating in an occupational safety
committee.

SOCIAL INSURANCE
20. AB 45x (Willie Brown, Jr.) waives the one week waiting

period for unemployment insurance benefits for those applicants
residing in a major disaster area in connection with the Loma Prieta
Earthquake of October 17, 1989.
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21. AB 276 (Margolin) increases by 50 percent, temporary
disability and total permanent disability payments from $224 to
$266 weekly on January 1, 1990 and $336 on January 1, 1991.
Death benefits wili increase from $95,000 to $115,000.

22. AB 1121 (Johnston) makes inoperative on September 30,
1990, existing law prescribing various procedures to be followed
regarding aliens who have applied for temporary resident status
and whose unemployment insurance benefits are at issue.

23. SB 45x (Lockyer) waives the one week waiting period for
unemployment insurance benefits for those applicants residing in a
major disaster area in connection with the Loma Prieta Earthquake
of October 17,1989.

24. SB 47 (Lockyer) provides funds for additional staff to
implement the new procedures under the Workers' Compensation
Reform Act of 1989.

25. SB 343 (Lockyer) increases the maximum weekly unem-
ployment disability benefit from $224 to $336 by 1991.

26. SB 600 (Roberti) raises maximum unemployment benefits
from $166 to $230 a week and the minimum weekly benefit amount
from $30 to $40 by 1992.

27. SB 804 (Bill Greene) prevents private insurers from shift-
ing liability onto the worker-funded State Disability Insurance Fund.

WAGE AND HOUR PROTECTIONS
28. AB 1382 (Polanco) provides protections for farm workers

against paying fees for transportation to jobsite.
29. SB 803 (Bill Greene) requires the Labor Commissioner to

annually advertise the existence of an Industrial Relations Unpaid
Wage Fund, including an address and telephone number where any
worker may inquire whether wages and benefits are being held for
him or her.

30. SB 814 (Bill Greene) penalizes any employment bonding
company for failure to pay any verified claim made for wages
found to be due.

WORKER PROTECTIONS
31. AB 1459 (Isenberg) requires an employer to deposit a

bond in connection with violations of state laws regulating wage
payments.

32. SB 342 (Craven) prohibits the state, school districts or col-
leges from discriminating against employees or job applicants
because of past union membership or activity.
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Federation-Supported
Bills Vetoed
CHILD CARE

1. SB 260 (Torres) would have established the Commission on
Children and Youth to form a policy for providing and developing a
coordinated children's service delivery system.
CIVIL RIGHTS

2. AB 65 (Vasconcellos) would have provided protection for
persons diagnosed with AIDS or having tested HIV positive from
discrimination in employment, housing and transportation.

3. SB 1535 (Marks) would have extended prohibitions against
discrimination under the Fair Employment and Housing Act, the
State Civil Service Act and the Unruh Civil Rights Act to those per-
sons having physical disabilities.
CONSUMER PROTECTION

4. AB 2315 (Willie Brown, Jr.) would have provided signifi-
cant automobile insurance reform.
CONTRACTORS

5. AB 959 (Eastin) would have required payment to speciality
contractor no later than 10 days after receipt of progress payment
by the prime contractor and provided penalties for violations.
EDUCATION

6. AB 1719 (Hayden) would have required employers with
more than 25 employees to provide their employees with informa-
tion about AIDS, federal laws relative to employment discrimination
and company guidelines relating to company benefits and work-
place policies pertinent to AIDS.
ELECTIONS

7. AB 864 (Bates) would have required that a voter registra-
tion card be provided with the initial admission of any person to a
public elementary, secondary, adult, child care or preschool
program.

FARM LABOR
8. AB 2394 (Hayden) would have determined that the plant-

ing and cultivation of forest trees is a farm product for purposes of
determining whether a person is a farm labor contractor.
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HEALTH CARE
9. SB 6 (Robbins) would have provided basic health care cov-

erage and optional catastrophic health care coverage to eligible
persons and employers.

HOUSING
10. AB 597 (Hauser) would have required the Department of

Housing and Community Development to address the housing prob-
lems and needs of the homeless.

11. SB 1028 (Petris) would have required one year's notice
before government assisted multi-family housing could be con-
verted to unsubsidized housing.

12. SB 1045 (Leroy Greene) would have reduced require-
ments for voter approval of low income housing projects.

JOB CREATION AND PRESERVATION-
13. SB 1387 (Keene) would have provided that no collective

bargaining contract can be terminated because of a merger, con-
solidation or sale of a business or its assets.

LABOR RELATIONS
14. AB 108 (Floyd) would have reinstated the law prohibiting

local police officers from serving as private security guards during
a strike, lockout, picketing or other demonstration resulting from a
labor dispute.

15. AB 681 (Friedman) would have required an employer to
allow an employee to use sick leave to attend to illnesses of the
employee's children unless the employee is covered by a collective
bargaining agreement.

16. AB 1926 (Epple) would have authorized penalties against
anyone who violated existing law requiring disclosure of strike or
lockout and name of the person whom he or she represents.

17. SB 441 (Stirling) would have required the Public Utilities
Commission, in establishing utility rates, to not reduce or change
any wage rate, benefit or working condition that was the subject of
collective bargaining.

MISCELLANEOUS
18. AB 2443 (Burton) would have required adherence to the

MacBride Principles in investment of state Public Employee Retire-
ment System and Teachers Retirement Board pension funds in
companies doing business in Northern Ireland.
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PAY EQUITY
19. SB 261 (Roberti) would have created an 11 member Com-

mission on Pay Equity.
PUBLIC EMPLOYEES

20. AB 2227 (Epple) would have prohibited agreements
between the trustees of the California State University and public or
private agencies, persons, institutions, corporations, associations or
foundations, for personal services that cause the displacement of
State University employees.

PUBLIC WORKS
21. AB 118 (Floyd) would have required public entities, includ-

ing the University of California and the California State University,
before awarding a public works contract, to determine through the
Contractors' State License Board whether or not a contractor is
licensed in good standing.

22. AB 254 (Tanner) would have permitted any employee
receiving less than the prevailing wage to file a private action to
recover the balance of wages, interest and the cost of the suit and
reasonable attorneys' fees if the Department of Labor Standards
Enforcement fails to initiate action within 150 days of filing the
claim.

23. AB 2503 (Condit) would have required contractors on
public works projects to furnish certified payroll records on a
weekly basis.

SAFETY AND HEALTH
24. AB 230 (Floyd) would have provided coverage by Cal-

OSHA for prisoners working in state penal institutions.
25. SB 416 (Torres) would have required the Department of

Health Services to establish and maintain an occupational lead
poisoning prevention program.

26. SB 1190 (Marks) would have specified that each campus
of the California State University is an employer when engaging in
asbestos-related work and must meet the requirements of the Divi-
sion of Occupational Safety and Health as well as satisfying those
requirements by measures taken within the scope of a collective
bargaining agreement.

27. SB 1371 (Petris) would have permitted any person to peti-
tion the Cal-OSHA Standards Board for adoption of a new
occupational health and safety standard or the revision of an exist-
ing standard.
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SOCIAL INSURANCE
28. AB 1194 (Margolin) would have assured confidentiality of

medical records in connection with a workers' compensation claim.

WAGE AND HOUR PROTECTIONS
29. AB 2281 (Eastin) would have boosted the fine against an

employer for failing to itemize deductions on paycheck stubs or to
maintain payroll records.

30. SB 739 (Bill Greene) would have prohibited the employer
from appealing a decision of the Labor Commissioner regarding an
employee's complaint without the employer appearing at the
hearing.

WORKER PROTECTIONS
31. AB 127 (Floyd) would have prohibited discrimination

against employees over age 40 who announce to their employer
plans to retire or quit.

32. SB 1031 (Bill Greene) would have prevented making the
minimum wage the maximum wage for in-home supportive services.
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