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70o DEVASTATING VETOES put their mark on labor's experience in
the 1985 session of the California Legislature. Governor Deukmejian un-
fortunately accepted the philosophy of employer organizations in killing
AFL-CIO bills that would have raised state workers' compensation and
unemployment insurance benefits from among the lowest in the nation.

Forty states had higher workers' compensation benefits than those of
California, but the governor vetoed the bill calling for modest im-
provements. He did the same with unemployment insurance, although
30 states were providing higher benefits.
Across the board Governor Deukmejian vetoed the bills that organ-

ized labor fought hardest for in the 1985 session.
He killed the bill that would have required warning signs in farm

fields where dangerous pesticides were sprayed. He vetoed the bill to
lower the rate of unemployment that triggers extended jobless benefits
for eligible workers and the measure to open a study of standards for
compensation to workers harmed by occupational disease. He vetoed
the bill to prevent railroads from eliminating cabooses, no matter how
long the train or how hazardous the cargo. The comparable worth
commission that would have investigated sex-based wage discrimina-
tion in state employment and made relevant recommendations to the
Legislature fell to the governor's veto.
On the positive side, the Governor signed into law 19 AFL-CIO

measures including:
The California housing trust fund bill, which makes tidelands

revenues available to finance housing for the poor and farm labor
housing rehabilitation;
An athletic agents bill providing for the registration of agents who

represent sports professionals;
A carcinogens safety standards bill that doubles penalties for guilty

employers;
A measure that computes interest owed a worker on unpaid wages

from the day the money was first due;
A pesticide contamination bill requiring those who use pesticides to

submit impact reports to the Director of Food and Agriculture;
A bill requiring collection and reporting of information on hazardous

substances;
A bill to prevent contractors from undertaking major asbestos

removal projects without proper licenses.
In sum, the Governor signed 19 measures into law and vetoed 13.
However, the vetoes of the two most important labor bills adopted

by the legislature were immeasurably more important than any
numbering balance of approvals and rejections.

Fraternally yours,

John F. Henning
Executive Secretary-Treasurer

California Labor Federation, AFL-CIO
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Bills Enacted
LABOR STANDARDS ENFORCEMENT

1. SB 11 (Montoya) strengthens the law governing athlete agents.
2. SB 680 (B. Greene) provides that interest on Labor Commissioner

awards for unpaid wages shall accrue from the date the wages were due rather
than fromn the date of the Labor Commissioner's or court's decision.

EMPLOYEE RIGHTS
3. SB 1106 (B. Greene) improves the procedures for investigating and

adjudicating complaints by employees who have been discriminated against
for filing OSHA complaints or other claims under the jurisdiction of the
Labor Commissioner.

4. AB 1180 (Hayden) makes it an unlawful employment practice for an
employer to discriminate in employment against a person because of a conflict
between the person's religious observances and any employment requirement
unless no accommodation of the religious observance can be made without
undue hardship on the conduct of the business.

SAFETY AND HEALTH
5. AB 824 (Margolin) increases civil penalties for serious violations of

the Occupational Carcinogens Control Act from $1,000 to $2,000 and the
minimum penalty for repeated serious violations from $5,000 to $10,000.

6. AB 1042 (Jones) renews the state's Hazardous Substances Information
and Training Act and conforms it, where required, to the federal Hazard
Communication Standard.

7. AB 2040 (Davis) requires contractors performing asbestos related
work to pass an asbestos certification examination and takes other steps to
protect employees performinglasbestos related work.

8. SB 495 (Petris) requires the State Department of Health Services to
establish an occupational health and disease prevention program by January 1,
1988 and gives the Department access to places of employment and records to
carry out research, health hazard evaluations and epidemological surveillance.

ENVIRONM1ENT
9. AB 1286 (Hannigan) requires, with certain exceptions, all water

closets sold or installed in California be water conservation water closets.
10. AB 2021 (Connelly) requires registrants of economic poisons used in

agriculture to submit information to the Director of Food and Agriculture
relating to the impact of the poison on water sources and takes other steps to
protect groundwaters from contamination.

11. AB 2184 (M. Waters) requires the Legislative Analyst to prepare a
report on hazardous materials with recommendations as to the sources, con-
tent and methods of collection of data for a statewide inventory of the handl-
ing of hazardous materials.

12. AB 2185 (M. Waters) requires businesses and local governments
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handling hazardous materials to prepare emergency response plans and to
report any release or threatened release of hazardous materials.

HOUSING
13. AB 1677 (Condit) makes successors of a landlord liable for repayment

of the unused portion of a security deposit when the tenant vacates and the
original landlord refuses to pay.

14. SB 478 (Petris) establishes and allocates $20 million to the California
Housing Trust Fund to develop low income housing programs and the Farm
Labor Housing Rehabilitation Loan Program to provide loans to restore farm-
worker housing.

CIHLD CARE
15. SB 303 (Roberti) establishes and funds an extended day care program

for the children of working parents.

DISABILITY INSURANCE
16. SB 557 (Watson) requires initial state disability insurance benefit pay-

ment to be made within 14 days of the receipt of a properly completed claim.

UNEMPLOYMENT INSURANCE
17. AB 1575 (McAlister) prohibits federal old-age, survivors, and disabil-

ity insurance benefits from being offset against an individual's unemployment
compensation benefits retroactive to November 1, 1980 and provides state
funding for local government unemployment insurance benefits.

JOB PRESERVATION
18. SB 1148 (Dills) revises and extends the life of a statute providing lower

electrical rates for steel producers and precludes companies who substantially
reduce employment in their California plants from eligibility for such rates.

PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION
19. SB 474 (Morgan) authorizes the State Department of Transportation to

make bulk purchases of passenger tickets for commuter trains serving the San
Francisco Peninsula corridor and resell them at less than cost and protects
present ticket sales employees from layoff.

Bills Passed, But Vetoed
WORKERS' COMPENSATION

1. SB 370 (Petris) would have created an Office of Occupational Disease
Compensation within the Department of Industrial Relations to recommend to
the legislature presumptive standards to establish eligibility for workers' com-
pensation in disease cases.

2. SB 1273 (Lockyer) would have increased maximum workers' compen-
sation temporary disability benefits from $224 a week to $273 a week and in-
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creased death benefits from $70,000 to $85,000 for one survivor and from
$95,000 to $115,000 for multiple survivors.

UNEMPLOYMENT INSURANCE
3. SB 390 (Rosenthal) would have increased maximum weekly

unemployment compensation benefits from the current $166 to $181, in 1986,
$196 in 1987 and $211 in 1988.

4. AB 620 (Floyd) would have reduced the percentage of the insured
unemployment needed to trigger state extended unemployment benefits from
6% to 5%.

EMPLOYEE RIGHTS
5. AB 7 (Klehs) would have prohibited employers from requiring job ap

plicants to take personality tests unless such tests are job related as determined
by standards published by the American Psychological Association.

6. SB 1197 (Dills) would have required transit districts to provide equal
representation to labor organizations on retirement system boards.

SAFETY AND HEALTH
7. SB 269 (Petris) would have required growers to post warning signs

around fields which had been sprayed with pesticides that make it unsafe for
workers to reenter for 48 hours or more after spraying.

8. AB 376 (Floyd) would have made governmental entities subject to the
same civil OSHA penalties as private employers.

9. AB 2151 (Eaves) would have renewed and strengthened the state's
Hazardous Substances Information and Training Act.

10. SB 719 (Alquist) would have required freight trains carrying hazar-
dous materials to have a caboose staffed by qualified operating personnel.

SOUTH AFRICAN APARTHEIDI
11. AB 1134 (M. Waters) would have required the state to disinvest its

pension funds and other monies from business firms doing business in South
Africa or with the government of South Africa.

COMPARABLE WORTH
12. SB 2 (Roberti) would have created a Commission on Pay Equity to

study state compensation and classification plans with the aim of identifying
and correcting inequities between female-dominated and male-dominated
classes of employees.

JOB PRESERVATION
13. AB 1696 (McClintock) would have enabled California printers to bet-

ter compete with out of state printers by lifting the sales tax from materials
printed here and delivered to customers in other states.
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