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T HE STATE LEGISLATURE in 1975
wrote an impressive and historic record. It enacted,
and Governor Edmund G. Brown, Jr. signed into
law, twenty-four measures of real and lasting
value to California workers. Some were overdue,
long denied by inaction and veto. All were of
immediate importance. Taken together, they
measurably extend the boundaries of justice and
security for all Californians.

But the needs and aspirations of California's
workers are unending. They must not be denied
through poverty or a denial of a fair and decent
share in what our economy is capable of producing.
This report is concerned with what labor
achieved in Sacramento in meeting unmet needs
and aspirations. We still have work to do and
a long, long way to go.

Fraternally yours,

S

John F. Henning
Executive Secretary-Treasurer
California Labor Federation, AFL-CIO



l7THB TWENTY-FOUR BILLS enacted into law
by the 1975 session of the State Legislature reached into
many, long-neglected areas. They finally opened the
way to collective bargaining rights for farm workers
(and to unemployment insurance coverage, as well) and
for teachers and other school employees. They contributed
important improvements and extensions of the state's
social insurance programs, including an increase in the
lagging maximum unemployment insurance benefits.
They prohibited employers from converting employees'
tips to reduce even further the meager wages of
service workers. They imposed overdue restraints
on the abuse of restraining orders and temporary
injunctions in labor disputes. They ordered the University
of California to pay prevailing wages to construction
workers. They provided for voter registration by
postcard. The nation's economic plight is acknowledged
in measures intended to prime the state's lagging housing
industry and to increase and strengthen the financial
underpinning of unemployment insurance. The list is
long and impressive; it is reported in more detail below.

The session's extraordinary achievements, of course,
are not the work of any one person. Many are entitled
to credit and thanks for their parts in them. Governor
Edmund G. Brown, Jr. quickly recognized the merit
and justice of the labor-supported measures. Assembly
Speaker Leo McCarthy (Dem-San Francisco) and Senate
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President Pro Tem James R. Mills (Dem-San Diego)
exercised effective and forward-looking leadership.
Scores of legislators shouldered the detail and responsibility
of carrying the various bills, working them through
committees and on the floor to passage. They were
supported, in one vote after another, by lawmakers
from every corner of the state. This review, of course,
documents in detail the votes of the members of both
houses. (See vote tabulations starting on page 5)

Throughout the session, local union and local central
body officers and other representatives gave unstinting
support to the Federation's program. They responded
frequently to calls for aid with dedication and enthusiasm.

Nor should the underlying fact be ignored that union
members, their families and friends, their local union,
state, and regional officers are entitled to generous
credit for the election of a liberal Legislature and a
perceptive governor. Their votes were the vital force
that opened the way for the progress measured in these
twenty-four bills.

Not the least remarkable aspect of the year's
accomplishments is that they stand as still another
measure of labor's concern with the public good. When
you examine the scope of these bills, it quickly becomes
apparent that all Californians, not union members
alone, are the principal beneficiaries of this year's
enactments. Many thousands outside union ranks stand
to benefit measurably from many of the bills that
were enacted in 1975. They are the best evidence of
labor's claim that it serves the common good for
all men and women who work.

LABOR RELATIONS
1. Farm labor relations. SB 1 (Alatorre-Zenovich-Dunlap-Ber-

man) (Third Extraordinary Session) extends collective bargaining
rights and secret ballot union representation elections to farm work-
ers. Establishes the Agricultural Labor Relations Board.

2. Public school employees' collective bargaining. SB 160
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(Rodda) extends collective bargaining rights to employees of Califor-
nia's public schools and establishes the Education Employment Re-
lations Board.

3. Professional strikebreakers. SB 719 (Roberti) prohibits the
employment of professional strikebreakers in labor disputes.

4. Strike Injunctions. SB 743 (Moscone) restricts the unfair
use by employers of temporary restraining orders and preliminary
injunctions in labor disputes.

SOCIAL INSURANCE
5. Unemployment insurance benefits. AB 91 (McAlister)

boosts the maximum unemployment insurance benefit from $90 to
$104 a week. Increases the taxable base from $4,200 to $7,000 and
raises the tax rate on employers from 4.1 to 4.9 per cent.

6. Unemployment insurance coverage. AB 118 (Fenton)
extends unemployment insurance protection to farm workers.

7. Unemployment insurance claims. AB 2109 (Chimbole)
facilitates the claimant's right to be represented by counsel or agent.

8. Choice of doctor. AB 1287 (Foran) provides for free choice
of physician in workers' compensation cases.

9. Compensation coverage. AB 469 (Ralph) extends full
workers' compensation coverage to household domestics and gar-
deners.

10. Disability insurance coverage. SB 979 (Rodda) enables
claimant to obtain disability insurance benefits during a trade dis-
pute, as long as disability did not arise from the dispute.

WORKING CONDITIONS
11. Employee tips. AB 232 (Greene) prohibits an employer

from taking any part of a tip left for an employee or crediting any
part of tips against wages due.

12. Industrial homework. AB 353 (Montoya) outlaws indus-
trial homework in garment production in California.

13. Prevailing wages. SB 394 (Marks) requires the University
of California to pay prevailing wages to construction workers.

14. Grievance procedure. AB 804 (Berman) requires trustees
of the California state universities to set up grievance procedures,
culminating in arbitration.

15. Personnel records. SB 955 (Roberti) requires an employer
to allow an employee to inspect personnel files that have been used
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to determine his qualifications for employment, promotion, additional
compensation, termination, or other disciplinary action.

16. Employee protection. AB 407 (Berman) exempts theatre
employees from prosecution for obscenity where obscene films are
shown.

17. Bar pilots. AB 1750 (Brown) increases bar pilots' rates in
San Francisco, San Pablo, and Suisun bays.

GENERAL
18. Home construction loans. AB 1 (Chacon) (First Extra-

ordinary Session) authorizes a $950 million program to provide low-
interest loans to aid the state's depressed housing industry.

19. Price-marking. SB 261 (Roberti) requires supermarkets
using computerized checkout systems to mark packaged food items
with their prices.

20. Postcard registration. AB 822 (Keysor) permits voter reg-
istration by postcard.

21. School aid. SB 220 (Rodda) requires an adjustment in the
formulation program to change the assessed valuation per unit of
average daily attendance (ADA) for grades K-12 and community
colleges.

22. Truck identification. AB 2247 (Deddeh) requires trucks
and other carriers regulated by the Public Utilities Commission or
the Interstate Commerce Commission to display their permit num-
bers or other identifying symbols on their doors.

23. Cargo containers. SB 659 (Marks) provides that opening
cargo containers shall not necessarily result in the loss of immunity
from taxation for such imports.

24. Property in transit. SB 389 (Marks) exempts from personal
property taxation in full personal property manufactured or produced
outside of California and brought into the state for transshipment in
foreign commerce.
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